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On the cover: Brian Wojkiw’s SIXT BMW exiting Carmona 
Parador – photo by Deb Baldwin – See Spain article

We would like to welcome to the Club:
New Members
Mykyla Dovzhenko	 1990 535
Timothy Nawrot 	� 2006 Z4M, 2017 Ford F-350, 2010 Audi S5, 

2011 Jeep Wrangler Rubicon

BMW Club of Southern Alberta
The BMW Club of Southern Alberta is a member club of the BMW Club of 
Canada which is a founding national member of the International Council 
of BMW Clubs.

Mailing Address: PO Box 75012 Cambrian, Calgary, Alberta T2K 6J8
General email: email@bmwcsa.ca
Website: www.bmwcsa.ca
Facebook: BMW Club of Southern Alberta (@bmwcsa96)
Instagram: @bmwcsa96
Twitter: @bmwcsa96
YouTube: BMW Club of Southern Alberta

Freude am Fahren [Joy of Driving] Newsletter
•	� The BMW Club of Southern Alberta (BMWCSA) publishes  

Freude am Fahren in print 4 times per year and emails  
Joy of Driving 6 times per year.

•	� Ideas and opinions are those of the authors, without authentication 
by or liability to BMWCSA, its Editors, Directors or Officers. BMWCSA 
reserves the right to modify or edit any material or submissions.

•	� Material in this newsletter may describe vehicle modifications or 
procedures that may void your warranty, cause your car to fail 
emissions tests, or make your insurance company or agent unhappy. 
BMWCSA, its Editors, Directors and Officers are not responsible for 
any consequences that may ensue. 

•	� Please send Newsletter Items and Questions to Chris Tworek at  
Tworek@bmwcsa.ca

•	� Please send Address Changes to Glen Cook at  
membership@bmwcsa.ca

Directors and Officers
Please limit phone calls to between the hours of 9:00 AM and 9:00 PM

Kalender 
Mar 2	� CC&C (NEW LOCATION) – 10:00 to noon – 

Glenmore Inn 1000 Glenmore Court SE

Mar 13	 �Social & General Meeting – Private Residence - 
6:00 PM Social; 7:30 Meeting. Register at  
events@bmwcsa.ca

Apr 6	� CC&C – 10:00 to noon – Glenmore Inn  
1000 Glenmore Court SE

Apr 6	� CarsGoneBy Restoration Shop at Aspen Crossing 
(after CC&C) – See Tours Section for EventBrite Link

Apr 10	� Social & General Meeting – Private Residence - 
6:00 PM Social; 7:30 Meeting. Register at  
events@bmwcsa.ca

Apr 14	� Museum of Making – Ghost Lake – see Tours for 
EventBrite Link

Apr 18	� Quarterly Canadian Blood Services Donor Clinic – 
MailChimp reminder coming

May 4	� CC&C – 10:00 to noon – Glenmore Inn  
1000 Glenmore Court SE

May 8	� Social & General Meeting – Private Residence - 
6:00 PM Social; 7:30 Meeting. Register at  
events@bmwcsa.ca

May	 Osoyoos & Wine Tour with BC BMW Club – detail 
23-27 	 in next MailChimp

Jun 1	� CC&C – 10:00 to noon – Glenmore Inn  
1000 Glenmore Court SE

Jun 7&8	� TRSS Instructor & School sessions – see newslet-
ter or www.bmwcsa.ca/tire-rack-street-survival/

June 12	� Social & General Meeting – Private Residence - 
6:00 PM Social; 7:30 Meeting. Register at  
events@bmwcsa.ca

Membership in BMWCSA
Membership is a family affair with many of our events devised with family 

participation in mind. The family membership of $80 for one year, $150 for two 
years and $200 for three years covers all household family members.  You do not 
have to own a BMW to be a Club member! 

To join the club, download the membership form from the link below 
and fill in your details: https://www.bmwcsa.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/
Membership-Application-R8-20230109-msword.pdf

For more info, or to submit your membership application, please email Glen 
Cook or Victor Yuen at: membership@bmwcsa.ca

Membership privileges include newsletters and participation in many social 
and motoring activities, plus a 15% discount on parts & lifestyle accessories at 
BMW Dealerships. After one year of membership, you will also enjoy a 2% Rebate 
off MRSP on either a new car or motorcycle from BMW Canada. This discount is 
based on MRSP and not on your negotiated price. 

Also many of our advertising sponsors, whose ads appear in our newsletters, 
offer discounts to members for parts and services. Please remember to show your 
BMWCSA card and identify yourself as a club member when purchasing parts, 
accessories and service.

President
Andy Brown 
403-475-8070
brown@bmwcsa.ca

Vice President & 
Treasurer & Director
Jeff Trost
trost@bmwcsa.ca

Newsletter Editor & 
Director
Chris Tworek 
403-238-8049
tworek@bmwcsa.ca

Director at Large 
and National  
Club Liason
Brian DeBoeck 
deboeck@bmwcsa.ca

Past President & 
Director
Greg Walsh 
walsh@bmwcsa.ca

Director & Social 
Media Manager, 
Secretary 
Victor Yuen  
victor@bmwcsa.ca

Directors
Heather Mercier 
mercier@bmwcsa.ca

Rainer Kahl
kahl@bmwcsa.ca

Directors, Event 
Coordinators
events@bmwcsa.ca

Wallace Chow 
chow@bmwcsa.ca
Dwayne Eadie 
eadie@bmwcsa.ca

Motorsport 
Coordinator
Sheni Janmohamed

Chief Driving 
Instructor
Gary Coleman
coleman@ 
bmwcsa.ca
 
Membership 
Coordinator
Glen Cook 
403-274-8716 
membership@ 
bmwcsa.ca

Newsletter 
Production Editor & 
Webmaster
Michelle Belanger

Welcome Committee
welcome@bmwcsa.ca
Glen Cook 
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The President’s Corner – Andy Brown
I heard whilst participating via telephone in the recent 

February 14th General Meeting that there was great attendance 
at the January breakfast at The Glenmore Inn. I am also pleased 
to find out that the Feb 17th Tour of the Air Museum was a sell-out 
with more than 30 people and an entertaining Tour Guide.  

Unfortunately, it looks like El Nino has played havoc with our 
Winter Driving School and our 3rd Annual Lake Louise Escape.

But fear not, our intrepid Events Coordinator, Dwayne Eadie 
and Tour Director, Wallace Chow have some smashing events 
coming up.  See the Tours section for details and signups!

Dwayne Eadie (eadie@bmwcsa.ca) has compiled a list of 
club activities for most months of this year and I’m sure he could 
use some help to undertake the myriad of details they will require.  
Please consider stepping forward to bring them to conclusion.

Back here in Australia, I attended a local “Coffee N Chrome” 
car show on January 27, featuring some 100+ cars of mostly my 
era - the 1960’s and 70’s – with many Yank Tanks and some 
newer ones like Camaros and Mustangs, plus older hot rods 
based on vehicles from the 20’s and 30’s.  There was also a 
large presence by the VW Club, and one BMW.  Several cars were 
deemed inappropriate (i.e. Not having any chrome on them) and 
relegated to a back corner of the parking lot.  An interesting twist 
on the CC&C concept.  For me, it was great to see many of the 
older models of Holdens, Falcons, Morris, Triumphs, Jaguars, 
Nissans, Toyotas and the like, restored in various guises to their 
original presentations – i.e. not modified with big motors, oversize 
wheels, gawdy interiors, etc.  I’ll be going to the next show too. 

Interestingly, while Japan remains the biggest source of 
imported cars here in Australia, followed by Thailand and South 
Korea, the sales of Chinese vehicles almost doubled in 2022 and 
actually overtook Korean-built vehicles in 2023.  They outsold 
German-made vehicles by double, British-made vehicles by three 
times, as well as made-in-USA vehicles.  

MG, past maker of the quaint English two-seater sports cars, 
is now owned by SAIC Auto.  They offer passenger cars and SUV’s 
under the MG brand, and expect to reach 5% of the market share 
this year.  They also sell LDV vans and trucks.  Geely Motor owns 
Volvo, Lotus, Proton and the London Taxi Company.  Other manu-
facturers include GWM (Great Wall Motors) which offers trucks 

and Haval SUV’s, and Dongfeng Motors which sells BYD electric 
vehicles.  As well, there are many more that don’t reach Australian 
shores.  Just so you know, the Chinese government now requires 
manufacturers to have 40% of their fleet as EV’s by 2030.

The most expensive Chinese vehicle sold in Australia is the 
LDV Mifa 9 Electric people mover, with a 90kWh battery and a 
180kW/350Nm electric motor on the front axle, and a claimed 
driving range of 440km, priced at around $131,000.   The only 
other electric people mover in Australia is the Mercedes-Benz 
eVito Tourer 129 People Mover with a 90kWh battery and 150kW 
motor on the front axle, reaching a claimed 421km range, priced 
at about $127,000.

I took my brother’s 2000 Holden Commodore out for a run 
a few days after the car show to “practice” my driving skills.  It’s 
about the size of today’s 3-series, but it felt a lot bigger and 
heavier.  I drove all over the Adelaide Hills in my early days, both 
on my Yamaha XS650 motor bike and various borrowed cars but 
now find the lanes narrower than I remember, many do not have 
shoulders, advance information signage is lacking, some curves 
are not signed adequately (a few “surprises” shall we say), and big 
gum trees quite often line the roadway (as in, they define the edge 
of pavement).  The standard of design for these roads is more to 
match the terrain than provide the kind of driving ease that we 
commonly expect in Alberta – doing the 80kmh speed limit in 
some cases is pushing your luck in my view.  But, that’s why most 
Australians drive more compact vehicles with excellent handling 
abilities and not vehicles of the size most commonly seen in North 
America.  Hence my comment last month about the impact of the 
influx of the Ford F150, Chev Silverado and Ram trucks – they’re 
just too big!

As a sidenote, I read in the Adelaide newspaper the other day 
that Australia’s oldest citizen just passed away.  Catherine van der 
Linden was 111 years old when she died on February 3, 2024.  She 
was born in the Netherlands in August 1912, and came to Australia 
in 1955 with her husband John and young family.  She credited her 
longevity to daily exercise and love of life.

Remember, our Club succeeds because its Members want it 
to and they get involved to make it better.  The more the merrier 
as has been said somewhere.

Andy Brown, President & Director
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BMWCSA Spain Tour 2023 Reflections
Summary

Every trip creates memories but there are some that end 
up feeling like the trip of a lifetime. You can hit an all-inclusive 
for some contained relaxation or take a cruise with dining and 
excursion experiences – but where can you go to get a feeling 
for a massive country with much history, culture, sights and food, 
get head-of-the-line tours with outstanding guides, travel by high 
speed rail and BMWs, stay in well-appointed hotels and laugh it 
up with a fun bunch of friends?

That is pretty well the summary of our Club Tour of Spain 
from Oct 5th to 28th, 2023. 

This tour concept was a step out from previous Club Tours.  
The emphasis was a more balanced hybrid of driving, social and 
cultural experiences.  Hotel stays were all two or more nights 
which was a more relaxed approach.  Key tourist areas involved 
local transportation and highly qualified guides.  The driving por-
tion was centered on the Andalusia area to avoid driving in big 
centers.  High-Speed Rail covered the vast distances between 
Barcelona and Malaga (car rental depot) and from Malaga to 
Madrid. Beyond that, it was our typical “social square dance” 
where participants had their choice to explore many options, 
restaurants, friendships or just goof off.

This Tour was six years in planning having been delayed 

due to Covid and other Club Tours. Ray Hansen, Wallace 
Chow and Chris Tworek set it up.  Ana Calvera and her team 
from YourTripToSpainAndPortugal (YTTSP) organized the Spain 
portion (hotels, tours, transportation and group meals) while 
members were responsible for airfare, incidentals, and vehicle 
rental from SIXT (group selections and pricing arranged by 
Club).  We pretty much got the BMWs we asked for along with 
concierge level service, a 10% discount, and a free second driver.  
Subsequently, SIXT gave a worldwide 15% discount for our Club.

We can’t compliment Ana and her boutique YTTSP Agency 
enough – phenomenal attention to detail and service. They were 
always on call for any last-minute situation.  She introduced us 
to the AXUS Travel App which had every detail of our Tour and 
was updated when necessary during the Tour. YTTSP will be 
organizing our Spring 2025 Portugal Tour and if you ever need 
some excellent agent for Spain or Portugal, look them up at:  
https://www.yourtriptospainandportugal.com/

Sixteen people were on the tour. The group feedback was 
overwhelmingly positive and marked this as a “trip of a lifetime”.  
In particular, it was highly appealing to the “navigators” or wives. 
A question by many curious about our trip was “What did it 
cost?”.  The short answer was that it was very comparable to a 
cruise experience in dollars but offered so much more in a total 
immersive experience!



Freude am Fahren

*Joy of Driving 6

Highlights
Your editor calculated from his Apple watch and two cam-

eras that he managed 3.75 photos per 100 steps, and roughly 
7.7l/100 km in the BMW 320 Touring.  That is basically 4200 pho-
tos plus contributions edited down to 500-750 for an upcoming 
photo book of the three-week adventure.

A lot of this is blamed on our guides – they were articulate, 
highly educated, could talk history, architecture, politics then and 
now, and all had a sense of humour.  When we were not on tours 
or driving, the Hop-On Hop-Off busses and shoe leather did the 
trick.  Well … that and Spain!  

The following is a valiant try at summarizing a firehose 
experience of a trip.

Barcelona
Five days were not enough.  Once you enjoy Barcelona 

culture that is a frothy mix of tradition and modernism combined 
with that underlying identity of Catalonian independence, you see 
why so many want to come back. Of all the places we visited, 
Barcelona had this airy feeling of exploration and innovation.  Was 
it the works of Gaudi (Sagrada Familia, Guell Park, Casa Milà) or 
the Picasso Museum or Palau de la Musica Catalana or the Abbey 
at Montserrat that left us with these indelible impressions?
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Andalusia – Southern Spain
Granada

The High Speed (up to 310 KPH) Train took the group from 
Barcelona to Malaga where we picked up our cars and then 
drove to Granada. The Generlife Gardens and Alhambra were 
the obvious highlights although Granada has a lot to offer and it 
is worthwhile wandering through the old part of town. The group 
had a fabulous meal at Las Tomasas restaurant across a valley 
from the Alhambra.  Watching the sunset from the balcony, then 
seeing the Alhambra all in lights certainly made the evening an 
epic one.

Granada was one of our hub-and-spoke stays.  Day trips 
offered choices to various locations such as the spaghetti west-
ern movie Parks near Almeria, the Balcony of Europe at Nerja, 
the Mediterranean coast, and the Moorish white walled towns in 
the nearby Sierra Nevada Mountains.  
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Carmona - Seville
After Granada, we finally got to stay at an historic Parador 

in Carmona.  Over the years, the Spanish Government has taken 
over historic sites such as castles and monasteries and turned 
them into state-of-the-art hotels. Not all are historic – our Cadiz 
Parador was an example of modernistic Spanish architecture. 

Carmona was another hub-and-spoke stay.  

The Carmona (Castle) Parador built on a cliff, surveys all 
you can see for miles.  For the Aggies in the crowd, looking at 
the miles and miles of fertile plains and commenting on farm-
ing techniques was a diversion from our normal wine-o-clock 
chatter.  Mind you, we soon learned why Spain is the one of the 
largest olive oil producers in the world – over 300 tree varieties 
planted and they are everywhere!  Eating a fresh green olive 
appie there is so different to what we get here.

By bus, we visited Cordoba to see La Mezquita, the monu-
mental Mosque-Cathedral and on the way to Cordoba, the 
Almodóvar Castle.  Both sites were used in the Game of Thrones.

We then had two tours into Seville. The first was an evening 
soiree where we lucked out seeing a very amazing Flamenco 
show in a boutique theater followed by tasting Tapas and other 
treats in two local eateries. 

The Grand Tour was the next day when we explored the 
Alcazar (built originally as a Muslim Citadel, now the oldest 
European palace in use today) and the huge Cathedral that also 
has the coffin of Christopher Columbus.  The Tower of Gold is a 
landmark along the river and was where the New World Gold 
came into Spain.  A walk afterwards took some of us to the Plaza 
De Espana.  All were used in some form in the Game of Thrones.
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Cadiz and Circuito de Jerez 
Most took a leisurely drive from Carmona to Cadiz although 

a small contingent stopped at the only Costco in Spain on the 
outskirts of Seville. This part of the trip was far more casual and 
the group took off in various directions.

Perhaps the group highlight was when most discovered a 
very excellent Mexican Restaurant in Cadiz and a fiesta broke out 
aided and abetted by the staff.

Jerez de Frontera is another town a short distance away 

and is the Sherry capital of Spain.  Jerez is a name derived from 
Arabic and centuries of morphing have made it synonymous 
with the English word “sherry”. While some made it to the huge 
wineries, the real treat was running into an English couple back 
at the Carmona Parador who were towing a 1960 Cooper to the 
Vintage Race Weekend at Circuito de Jerez.  The English fellow 
wrangled some passes for a few of us; this track used to host the 
Spanish F1. The group managed some great discussions with 
the BMW GT4 Team and met BMW’s Regional Sales Manager 
while enjoying the pit action and races.

Gibraltar
We hit “the Rock” on a soggy afternoon travelling from Cadiz 

to Marbella. Our guides whipped us through the monkey feeding 
station, the Light Show in St. Michael’s Cave, and the Military 
Siege Tunnels before the obligatory English Fish and Chips 

lunch.  A group “highlight memory” was our fearless leader, 
Wallace, suggesting we do the traditional walk across the Airport 
Runway rather than taking the new bus route under the runway.  
None of us needed a laundromat that day … 



Freude am Fahren

*Joy of Driving 11

Marbella
YYTSP found a funky modern beach hotel for us, a great 

place to relax.  We took time to enjoy walking along the water’s 
edge, the shopping streets, the old town cobblestone lanes.  The 
sights from the hotel roof top restaurant were worth a glass or 
two of Tinto Verano, a red wine-with-fizzy-pop-over-ice drink 
that we all got hooked on.  One of the shots below is the Pillars 
of Hercules (Morocco on left and Gibraltar on right) that defined 
the end of the world once upon a time. We learned this history 
tidbit while in Gibraltar.  Day drives included the towns of Ronda 
and Setenil in the hills for those interested.

Madrid and Toledo
With reluctance we gave up our cars in Malaga and jumped 

the High-Speed Train to Madrid.  A surprise was that our first-
class ticket came with a full lunch including alcoholic beverages.

The Madrid vibe is totally different from that of Barcelona 
perhaps because it is the capital with a different culture. It is 
more upscale with polished grandeur.  The Hop-On Hop-Off bus 
was advantageous for a fast tour but time and weather limited 
stops such as the Prado Museum. 

The two treats were the tour of Toledo (former capital of 
Spain with much Spanish and religious history replete with 
famous El Greco Paintings) and our last group meal at La Botin 
(in the Guinness Book of Records as the oldest restaurant in the 
world, in business since 1725). 

Toledo has the fascinating history of Muslims, Christians and 
Jews coexisting peacefully for centuries.  That supposedly ended 
in 1492 when Christians reclaimed Spain from the Muslims in the 

spring.  Queen Isabela kicked the Jews out of Spain in the sum-
mer, and Columbus got his sailing papers that fall. Quite the year!

The delicious meal at La Botin might have equaled all the 
calories of the previous days.  Their speciality is suckling pig but 
by the time we had all their appetizers there was hardly room … 
well … then desert came.  Some of us walked back to the hotel 
… and … found a Timmys!
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Driving Spain
For the most part, driving in Spain (at least outside main 

cities) is fast and easy. Freeways are very modern but the speed 
zones drive you crazy – 120 KPH goes to 100 and then to 80 kph 
and back to 120 kph in very short sections.  The Spanish answer 
appears to be to ignore and travel at 140 kph or more! If there is a 
radar zone, it is “usually” marked by LED warning signs and your 
first clue is that everyone goes 10 KPH UNDER the limit!

Driving in villages and parkades can be a harrowing experi-
ence with cobble stones and walls placed too close together 
by ancestors, no different than our drives in northern Europe 
and Italy. Curb rash is common due to the sharp, square edged 
stone used for curbs. Spaniards are excellent at parallel parking, 
squeezing into the tightest spots imaginable although bumper 
rash is common.

Spaniards love traffic circles!  They are also very courteous 
and proactive making merging room in all the freeway on-ramps. 
They zipper like the Germans and Swiss. There are scenic twists 
but be warned, not for the faint-of-heart passengers!  Madrid has 
buried some major freeways – the underground freeways are a 
real network and not just tunnels. Europe’s largest urban park 
was built on top of a buried freeway (M40). 

Public Parkades often have free AESOS (toilets).

BMW’s nav was excellent although the HEY BMW feature 
used a British accent.  Listening to Canadian and US accents 
required several tries until the adaptative feature started recog-
nizing our speech.

As of this writing, we incurred the lowest European ticket 
experience with only one driver being tagged with a minor fine.

Its been tough to describe this wonderful trip and for brevity 
many adventures were left out.  We hope that you will consider 
joining an upcoming jaunt and see what it is all about!

Photos by: Group
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The program includes:

•	� Instruction by experienced driving instructors

•	� Learning and practising emergency braking, accident 
avoidance, proactive vision, car placement, and car con-
trol on slippery surfaces.  

•	� Participating in 18-wheeler truck blind-spot demonstration 
and viewing an airbag release.

•	� Learning proper seat, hand and mirror positioning for 
maximum visibility and control.

•	� NEW THIS YEAR: Students will be entered in a draw for 
several gift packs for their car.

Students bring the vehicle that they normally use and, as a 
result, learn and understand the response characteristics of their 
individual car.  

BMW ownership or BMWCSA membership 
is NOT required.  

Parents are encouraged (but not required) to spend the day 
with their student. 

The BMW Club of Southern Alberta 
is pleased to announce our fifth

Tire Rack Street Survival (TRSS) School  
in Calgary on Saturday June 8, 2024!

Real world. Hands on!

The Tire Rack Street Survival School starts where traditional driver education programs leave off.

Rather than studying driver’s manual theory, the primary emphasis of the program is a “hands on” 
driving experience with in-car skills development in a very safe, purpose-built, closely supervised training 
environment.  

When your teen driver (or one with less than 10 years of driving experience) attends a Street Survival 
school, they learn to control their own car in dynamic exercises that can’t be learned from books or 
games.  They experience the physics of motion in exactly the types of situation that can cause a loss 
of control!  They learn how to make good driving decisions and react more quickly.  They become more 
aware of their own limits and learn to begin anticipating the actions of other drivers. 
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Three great videos and information at:    
https://www.bmwcsa.ca/tire-rack-street-survival

Frequently Asked Questions: :  
http://streetsurvival.org/schools/frequently-asked-questions/

TRSS School: Saturday June 8th, 2024, 7:30 am to  
4:30 pm at the Calgary Police Service Training Grounds.  
(Directions to the location will be sent to all registered participants.)

Cost:  $125 (including EventBrite fees) for a full day  
of training, lunch and refreshments and Tire set draw.

Registration: https://www.motorsportreg.com/index.cfm/
event/login.form

Note: If you already have a MotorSportReg account, you 
can log in.  If you don’t, you will have to sign up for a FREE 
MotorSportReg Account.

Alternatively go to https://www.bmwcsa.ca/tire-rack-street-
survival for all details

What to Bring for Each Participant:

•	� A valid Alberta Class 5 Driver’s Licence, or equivalent.  

	 -	� A Class 7 (Learner) licence is acceptable with a mini-
mum of 25 hours road experience.

•	� A car (alternatively, one car can be shared between 2 par-
ticipants). Cars are NOT provided. Participants are encour-
aged to use the car they normally drive to learn how the 
car would perform in an emergency.

•	� Signed waiver. Registration kit includes waivers for those 
over and those under 18. Participants under the age of 
18 must have the waiver signed by parent(s) or legal 
guardian(s).

Help Spread the Word:

If you know anyone who might like to sign up as a student or 
a volunteer, please invite them.  

https://www.bmwcsa.ca/tire-rack-street-survival

Thanks to our Local Sponsors of Street Survival School 2024: 
Calgary Police and Fire Services, BMWCSA Donors, CCA Truck Driving Training, Continental Tire Canada Ltd, and 
Calgary Dilawri Dealerships (BMW, Honda, Hyundai, Distinctive Collection, Volkswagen, Infiniti, Dilawri Collision Centre)

How important is it that new drivers learn Street Survival skills? 

•	� Stats Canada reports vehicle accidents account for over 70 percent of accidental deaths among 
drivers in their first 10 years of driving.

•	� A 16-year-old is 20 percent more likely to be killed in a crash than an adult.

•	� Nearly 50 percent of teen-driver fatality accidents involve a single vehicle!
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REMINDER
BMW Canada Loyalty Discount 
for BMW Club Canada Members
Members are reminded to follow the proper  
process to avoid losing the discount

•	� This is a BMW Canada Plan – BMW Clubs only 
administer the application process

•	 The Loyalty Discount:
	 o	� 2% off MRSP up to $2000 (regardless of any 

other deal at dealership)
	 o	 Applies to new vehicles and motorcycles
	 o	� Applicant must have been a BMW Club  

member for minimum of 12 months
•	 Prior to Purchase Club Member MUST:
	 o	� Fill in application form (see https://www.bmw-

csa.ca/membership-overview/benefits/) 
	 o	� Email to Club President at walsh@bmwcsa.ca 

BEFORE PURCHASE
		  •	 �It can take up to 2 weeks for processing 

so apply early
	 o	� Only the Member may submit the applica-

tion, no Dealership nor anyone else may 
submit it on their behalf

•	� Upon membership verification by the BMW Club, 
BMW Canada emails discount letter to member

	 o	� Letter is good for up to six (6) months on any 
new model

	 o	� Member presents discount letter to Dealership 
during purchase process – cannot be done  
retroactively!

•	� Each member may use only one (1) discount in 
any 12-month period but can apply for a letter 
multiple times

•	� Questions – contact Greg Walsh at  
walsh@bmwcsa.ca

BMWCSA Winter 
Car Control School
Canceled – Mother Nature Intervened

We regret that El Nino weather reduced ice thickness 
at our site and we have had to cancel the school for safety 
reasons.  Tune in for next year!

In house dyno – axle mounted – no tire wear – baseline run $180

Michael Boulanger
Owner

403-287-9114

2421 Centre Avenue East 
Calgary, Alberta  T3E 0A9

ALPINE AUTOWERKS
The Pinnacle of Performance

Independent European Car Specialist 
www.alpineautowerks.com
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Tours
Day Tours

Air Flight Museum / Canadian Aviation 
Hall of Fame

The 90 Minute Guided Tour for BMWCSA members and 
families on February 17th was a sellout success with over 30 
people attending. The aircraft and history in the hangers were 
well worth the visit and our well-spoken and entertaining Tour 
Guide made it all come alive. If you have not been it is worth a 
visit as there are generations of interesting aircraft and stories.

Cars Gone By Tour 
April 6th (after CC&C)

 Our tour of Rick Pikulski’s amazing shop in Mossleigh will 
be April 6th, following the CC&C at the Glenmore Inn. Tour par-
ticipants (limited to 15 people) will meet Rick Pikulski and tour 
his restoration shop, Cars Gone By. Rick has a story for each 
vehicle (and sometimes each part) that will ensure an entertain-
ing afternoon. The 1936 Packard Super Eight convertible is a 
highlight.  The shop is in the village, north of the highway.  Rick is 
a passionate car guy, with several vehicles under restoration and 
a collection of completed vehicles.

 We will be leaving the Glenmore Inn at 12:00 noon.  The 
tour will start at 1:00 PM, April 6th.  Maps will be provided to the 
registrants, if you are not planning on being at the CC&C.  

Please register through EventBrite, we cannot take more 
than 15 people on the Tour!

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/cars-gone-by-shop-tour-tick-
ets-842907658497?aff=oddtdtcreator

Museum of Making 
12:00 Noon – Sunday April 14th 

The McGregor Family personally spent several million dol-
lars to create The Canadian Museum of Making to save intriguing 
machinery and tools from being discarded from local shops, and 
grew it into a renowned, private museum which gathers items 
from all over the world that live in the intersection between engi-
neering and art. 

The collections focus on the mechanical wonders, both 
famous and forgotten, of the Industrial Revolution in Canada, 
Great Britain and the United States, restoring pieces to working 
order and recording their stories for museum visitors and future 
generations.

The Museum is continually expanding, with new exhibits 
including African metalwork; a working Linotype machine (some 
say the most complicated machine ever built); one of the most 
comprehensive collections of steam indicators in the world; 
vehicular curiosities like one of the world’s first electric cars; and 
a well-maintained library of relevant texts.

The Museum’s newest project is acquiring and restoring 
machinery from the early history of oilfields in Alberta. The goal 
is to create a comprehensive, outdoor, walking exhibit featuring 
the most representative and iconic equipment that played a role 
in forming the oil industry we experience today. 

An Engineer’s dream, with many items that are unique – you 
won’t see them anywhere else. 

The Museum is close to Ghost Lake.  We will meet at the 
Calgary Co-op Rocky Ridge Food Center (11595 Rockyvalley Dr 
NW #1000, Calgary, AB) at 12:00 noon on April 14th.  The drive 
on Highway 1A takes about 40 minutes.  We will be treated to 
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a guided tour by Ian, the Museum owner, who also is a BMW 
enthusiast!  

Payment is by donation.  Please register through EventBrite 
(no charge) so we know how many people are interested as 
requested by the tour guide.  Attendance will be capped at a 
maximum of 25 attendees.

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/canadian-musem-of-making-
tickets-841587269177?aff=oddtdtcreator

Extended Tours

Canyonlands
Canyonlands is planned for September 28-October 12, 

2024. It was moved from mid-September to avoid heat and 
Moab music festivals which greatly reduced hotel availability. 

The approximate 1400-mile route will start and end in Salt 
Lake / Provo and be counter-clockwise to hit main highlights at 
Boulder, Torrey, Escalante, Bryce, Zion, Monument Valley and 
Moab. Where possible, Hub and Spoke locations will be used to 
minimize hotel hops and maximize sights. There are numerous 
other possibilities along this route and many locations also have 
short “off the road” tours on horseback, ATVs or other transpor-
tation. 

There are two broad options: Fly into Salt Lake and Rent a 
Car or Drive your own Ride. An approximate cost for two weeks 
for hotels, gas and meals is in the $6000 USD range.  This 

excludes car rentals or excursions along the route. The Tour is 
limited to 15 cars on a First Come, First Served basis and we will 
have a Wait List for last minute adjustments.

The Club is currently finalizing details including hotels and 
we expect a final package will be available in April. As hotels are 
at a premium and if you would like to receive the Tour Details 
Package, please register your interest with Wallace Chow at 
chow@bmwcsa.ca as soon as possible. 

Portugal 2025
Similar to our Spain 2023 Tour, our excellent Travel Agency, 

YourTripToSpainAndPortugal, has started planning a two-week 
tour for 2025, tentatively planned for a mid-March start. 

Portugal is a much smaller country than Spain and many 
sights are within 2-3 hours driving time. The Tour will focus on 
a more leisurely exploratory pace. We expect to have the Tour 
details finalized over the next few months – the usual issue is 
that hotels are not quick setting prices for the following year. 
Preliminary Tour Details can be found at:

https://axustravelapp.com/shared/itinerary/7c348bd3-
536e-47a4-b322-70aa0ebaf0de

Contact Chris Tworek at tworek@bmwcsa.ca if you are 
interested.
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Vintage Racing on the Prairies 2024
The Alberta Vintage Racing Association will be holding 

a Vintage Racing event at Rocky Mountain Motorsports on 
Saturday July 13th and Sunday 14th.  A potential car show in 
downtown Carstairs may be held on Friday July 12th with a 
Parade to the track in the evening. All BMWs and street legal race 
cars are welcome.

BMW will be the marquee for the event.  Ten Vintage BMWs 
are expected to be represented in a field of twenty-five racecars 
including:

•	 3 E30 M3s
•	 3 2002s
•	 2 e30s
•	 1 e36
•	 possibly e46s

Details are being finalized and there may Lunch Time 
Lapping, Dinner on Saturday and spectator attendance.

Contact Anthony Kalcounis at albertavintageracing@gmail.
com if you have interest in entering a car or have questions.

Thom Carlson Photography of Anthony Kalcounis chasing Thomas Schenk’s Green 2002; other two photos are by others
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As the Cookie Crumbles
The old adage is an army travels on its stomach and if 

evidence from any CC&C, Monthly Meeting, BBQ or Tour is any 
indication, the same can be said for our Club.

For many months, our Director, Heather Mercier has been 
bringing homemade cookies to share at the Monthly Pizza 
Social. At the last meeting, the gang thought it might be fun to 
trade the odd cookie recipe and, be ever hopeful, a basket of 
cookies shows up at some event. Our meetings are arduous and 
it pays to keep your strength up!

Here is this month’s recipe and if there any bakers out there, 
fire your cookie recipe to Heather at mercier@bmwcsa.ca and we 
will see where this gastronomical adventure goes. 

Sugar Cookies (Recipe creator unknown)
•	 1 cup butter
•	 1 cup white sugar
•	 2 eggs (beaten)
•	 1 tsp vanilla
•	 3 cups flower
•	 1 tsp baking powder
•	 ½ tsp salt

•	 Roll cut and bake in moderate oven
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INTERIOR ENHANCEMENTS REDESIGNED EXTERIOR PERFECTED PARKING

BOOK A TEST DRIVE!

The newly available Illuminated 
Kidney Grille highlights a 
redesigned exterior, with a fresh 
look for the bumpers, headlights, 
air breathers, exhaust finishers, 
and 3D taillights.

The respected X5 cabin gets 
an updated design, with the 
impressive BMW Curved Display 
and Lightbar taking prime 
position on the dashboard.

Make awkward parking a thing 
of the past with newly available 
Remote Control Parking. Use 
your smartphone to maneuver 
your X5 in and out of difficult 
spaces with ease.

34 Heritage Meadows Rd SE, Calgary, AB
(403) 253-0338 | calgarybmw.ca

BMW GALLERY
7699-110 Ave NW, Calgary, AB
(403) 275-6492 | bmwgallery.ca
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