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BMW Club of Southern Alberta

The BMW Club of Southern Alberta is a member club of the BMW Club of
Canada which is a founding national member of the International Council
of BMW Clubs.
Mailing Address: PO Box 75012 Cambrian, Calgary, Alberta T2K 6J8
General email: email@bmwcsa.ca
Website: www.bmwcsa.ca
Facebook: BMW Club of Southern Alberta (@bmwcsa96)
Instagram: @bmwcsa96
Twitter: @bmwcsa96
YouTube: BMW Club of Southern Alberta

Freude am Fahren [Joy of Driving] Newsletter
•	The BMW Club of Southern Alberta (BMWCSA) publishes
Freude am Fahren in print 4 times per year and emails
Joy of Driving 6 times per year.
•	Ideas and opinions are those of the authors, without authentication
by or liability to BMWCSA, its Editors, Directors or Officers. BMWCSA
reserves the right to modify or edit any material or submissions.
•	Material in this newsletter may describe vehicle modifications or
procedures that may void your warranty, cause your car to fail
emissions tests, or make your insurance company or agent unhappy.
BMWCSA, its Editors, Directors and Officers are not responsible for
any consequences that may ensue.
•	Please send Newsletter Items and Questions to Chris Tworek at
Tworek@bmwcsa.ca
•	Please send Address Changes to Glen Cook at
membership@bmwcsa.ca

Kalender
Our Club uses venues that follow the City of Calgary
Bylaws which are consistent with Alberta Covid
Restrictions.
Please be socially responsible when you attend our events!
Jan 8	CC&C – 10:00 to noon – Ricky’s at Deerfoot
Meadows across from Ikea
Jan 12	Social & General Meeting - 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm –
VIRTUAL – contact walsh@bmwcsa.ca for invite
Jan 15	Northern Germany (Sept 15 to Oct 1) Virtual
Presentation and Q&A - see newsletter article - 10:00
AM MST - Contact Wallace Chow at wdchow@outlook.com for invite NO LATER THAN Jan 12th
Jan 22	Pacific Northwest USA NW Tour (May 14-27th) Virtual
Presentation and Q&A - see newsletter article - 11:00
AM MST - Contact Wallace Chow at wdchow@outlook.com for invite NO LATER THAN Jan 19
Feb 5 	CC&C – 10:00 to noon – Ricky’s at Deerfoot
Meadows across from Ikea
Feb 9 	Social & General Meeting - 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm –
VIRTUAL – contact walsh@bmwcsa.ca for invite
Feb 12	Liqui-Moly Lubricants Presentation 10:30 AM to 1:00
PM – attend at Cardel Place (180 Quarry Park Blvd)
or attend virtually by contacting events@bmwcsa.ca.
See P17 in Newsletter for details.
Feb 26
Lake Louise Ski & Social Escape – see newslette
-28		article – contact Michael Karski at mkarski@hotmail.
com or 403-614-3723.

Directors and Officers

June 6

Street Survival – Details available soon
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On the cover: BMW XM Concept – BMW Press Feeds

Membership in BMWCSA
Membership is a family affair with many of our events devised with
family participation in mind. The family membership of $60 for one year,
$105 for two years and $150 for three years covers all household family
members. You do not have to own a BMW to be a Club member!
To join the club, download the membership form from the link
below and fill in your details: http://bmwcsa.ca/resources/MembershipApplication.pdf
For more info, or to submit your membership application, please email
Glen Cook or Victor Yuen at: membership@bmwcsa.ca
Membership privileges include newsletters and participation in
many social and motoring activities, plus a 15% discount on parts &
lifestyle accessories at BMW Dealerships. After one year of membership,
you will also enjoy a 2% Rebate off MRSP on either a new car or
motorcycle from BMW Canada. This discount is based on MRSP and not
on your negotiated price.
Also many of our advertising sponsors, whose ads appear in our
newsletters, offer discounts to members for parts and services. Please
remember to show your BMWCSA card and identify yourself as a club
member when purchasing parts, accessories and service.

We would like to welcome to the Club:
New Members:
Tevy Feldman
2000 323ci cabriolet, 2002 330xi
Michael Karski 	2014 535dx, 2009 Mercedes SlK 350,
2015 Jeep Grand Cherokee
Rejoining Members:
John Amonson
2000 Alpina B3 3.3, 2002 325xi
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The President’s Corner – Greg Walsh
Welcome to the Year 2022. Happy New Year one and all!
Your Club has an interesting year in the works. The movers
and shakers are energized and we all look forward to spring,
open roads and adventures with our Bimmer friends, both flesh
and machine.
More of this below that I do encourage you to read and
engage, but first I have something to get off my chest.
To honour the year of the M’s 50th Anniversary and to while
away the cold nights, I bought myself a Christmas present:
BMW M: 50 Years of the Ultimate Driving Machines, by Tony
Lewin. As is my want, the first thing I needed to read was something with which I had some familiarity, namely my 1M affectionally called The Pumpkin. So, I popped open this wonderful book
to the chapter on the BMW 1 Series M Coupe. Here-in began my
bitter disappointment and great awakening.
The Pumpkin is to be celebrated as the long-awaited return
of the Marque to the essence of performance driving in a small,
nimble car.
Lewin (the snivelling !#$@#^&) belittled the Pumpkin as an
over-strung, untamed death trap (I admit to seething between
the lines). It is, in Lewin’s opinion, redeemed only by its successor the M2 (bloated, over-nannied…). The book then goes
on through following renditions of M cars, 3’,4’,5ers and new
6’s & 8’s and of course the X’s. I perceive that BMW is following
industry trends to build quasi-performance cars that are progressively more powerful but at the same time further removed from
the driver’s control and less nimble to heal, toe, finger and butt. I
see this direction and it does not fill me with glee nor awe. Soon
we will have 2,000 BHP behemoths that lap the Nüburgring in
under 5 minutes while the “driver” streams live-hand-held video
of the experience from his swivel-rocker just out of reach of the
wheel.
BMW introduced us to “The Ultimate Driving Experience”,
but the beloved e30, e36, e46 M3’s and need I add “Pumpkins”,
will soon be replaced by the inanely powerful and near autonomous M3-FSD*. The 740 HP XM Concept is featured in this
month’s newsletter and your thoughts on the first standalone M
Car since the iconic M1 would be much appreciated.
Your Club’s 2021 Annual General Meeting (AGM) was
held via Video Conference at 7:30 PM December 8, 2021. Brian

DeBoeck, Rainer Kahl and Rob Norum stood for election as
Directors and were elected by acclimation. Congratulations gents!
A meeting of the new Board of Directors will be held in early
January to appoint the Club’s officers and executive for the coming
year. These appointments will be announced next month.
Speaking of AGMs, BMW Clubs Canada is planning for its
2022 AGM in Calgary, April 1-3, 2022. BMWCSA and its members are part of BMW Clubs Canada which operates under the
umbrella of BMW Clubs International. Your Club will be hosting
this weekend and will include an ice-breaker cocktail hour on the
evening of April 1st. This would be a good opportunity to meet
BMW Club enthusiasts from across Canada and share some
western hospitality. Watch the Kalender for future announcements.
As always, good things happen in our Club because of volunteer efforts. The folks with an itch to tour in their Bimmers and
share the experience with fellow members are anticipating exciting times this year. Our concept here is to plan ahead for plenty
of preparation in these times of great uncertainty.
International tour organizers Wallace Chow and Gerard
Mercier have plans for both the US Pacific Northwest and across
the waters in Northern Germany. In addition, one of our new
members, Michael Karski wants to test the waters with a ski
and social weekend in Lake Louise. We haven’t tried this before.
Please keep an eye peeled for Mail-Chimp announcements of
these opportunities.
The year 2021 saw the 25th anniversary of the official start
of the Southern Alberta BMW Club, as it was then known. We are
planning a celebration of this anniversary at our 2022 BBQ, but
in the meantime your Editor has some memorabilia and history
to share over the coming months.
Although Covid-19 caused us to cancel our 2021 Street
Survival School for young drivers, we are planning one for
2022. So, keep this School in mind and keep Saturday June 6th
open. When asked what good our Club does, the Street Survival
School is a very positive example of our societal outreach.
Our Club succeeds because our members step forward.
Thank you All!
Greg Walsh
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The BMW Concept XM - power and luxury
beyond all convention
•	BMW M GmbH’s vision of future high-performance X
vehicle design
• The first standalone BMW M vehicle since the iconic M1
•	
PHEV (Plug-in Hybrid) 740 bhp – gas V8 & electric
motors
•	Production to begin in late 2022 at Plant Spartanburg,
South Carolina.
2022 marks the 50th Anniversary of the BMW M which
started with the ionic M1. The M1 was a standalone model and
not a modified version of a regular model.
At the end of 2022, BMW M will be introducing the XM – the
first standalone vehicle since the legendary M1. Production will
be in Spartanburg as the US is regarded as the most important
sales market for this high-performance vehicle.

The following summary will show the reader that the
XM is a is a blend of M performance, some electrification and
absolute luxury targeted to reshape the high-performance
luxury market.
The BMW Concept XM is the most powerful M car ever to
go into production with an estimated 740 bhp and 738 ft-lb of
torque coming from a combination of a gas V8 and an electric
motor using the newly developed M Hybrid drive system sitting
on 23-inch light-alloy wheels. The XM will be available only as a
plug-in hybrid (PHEV) and exclusively as an M model.
Electrification underpins an extraordinary driving experience which allows the driver to both glide along in near silence
and enjoy the engaging pleasure of high performance driving,
M-style.
BMW M wanted to forge a distinctive standalone statement
in the luxury segment. The styling is bold and represents a complete re-imagining of the high-performance vehicle segment.
The internet buzz on the new front-end design, a preview

for BMW’s forthcoming luxury-class models, already exceeds
anything heard on the recent vertical grills of the 3 and 4. The
visually arresting appearance is a combination of headlights split
into two modules framing the kidney grille, featuring horizontal
slats, producing a near-octagonal outline. The grill is enclosed
within an intricate surround giving the grill the appearance of
almost floating freely.
M-style double bars in the grille add to the perception of
width. Vibrant contour lighting sets off the grille, ensuring the
striking composition of the kidneys and the daytime driving lights
is immediately recognizable even in the dark. The new XM logo
in the kidney grille and the large air intakes allude to the power
of the XM.
The rest of the body styling is meant to convey the powerful
and heavily contoured proportions of athleticism. The two-tone
paint further accentuates its distinctive lines: the upper section is
matte gold-bronze, while the lower section is finished in Space
Grey Metallic. Below the side glass, a broad, high-gloss black
boundary - the “black belt” - separates the two exterior colors.
There are numerous other M features with some homage to the
original M1.
The somewhat boxy exterior styling introduces a distinctive
BMW X model design, allowing an all-new form of luxury and
sense of space for the interior.
The interior has the new version of the driver-focused cockpit for which M models are renowned. The BMW Curved Display
and the M-specific version of the control/operation presents the
modes of the hybrid drive system as well as the pure-electric
driving mode with captivating aesthetic appeal.
A decorative surface made from carbon fiber with interwoven copper thread creates a sporty backdrop for displays, air
vents and control/operating elements. The new Curved Display
screen positioned above it creates a balance between traditional
driver focus and modern digital presentation. The lines and sur-
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face design of the instrument panel, center console, door trim
and seats give a progressive feel with their powerful geometry
and high-quality materials. Brown, vintage-look leather, copper
and carbon fiber create a bridge between luxury and motorsport.
A bold trim element provides clear visual separation between
the driver’s area and the other sections of the interior. The visual
highlight of the cabin is the headliner with its three-dimensional
prism structure. A combination of indirect and direct lighting
produces a relief-like structure which showcases the headliner
as a work of art. Together with the ambient lighting, it highlights
the BMW Concept XM’s blend of luxury and comfort to extremely
striking effect.
The luxurious M Lounge retreat is the rear compartment
design with high-comfort seats with and illuminated and sculptural headliner. While warm brown leather dominates the front
compartment, the rear is presented in the deep aquamarine
shade named Petrol. The broad rear bench with its deep recesses forms an inviting space. Only the diamond-shaped area of
the head restraints is finished in leather - the lower sections of
the seats have luxurious velvet upholstery and diamond quilting
complimented by deep pile carpeting.
Editor’s Note: In looking at the M Lounge photos, one
has to speculate whether this really belongs in a M model and
whether it will make it into the production models.

PROUD SPONSOR OF SOUTHERN ALBERTA BMW CLUB
>

paint protection ﬁlm | professional detailing | window tinting <

TEL: 403.301.0222 | EMAIL: REFINE@REFINESALON.COM
WWW.REFINEYOURRIDE.COM
BAY 1, 5524 – 1A STREET SW CALGARY ALBERTA

Source: BMW Canada
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Marc Boulanger – Alpine Autowerks
Marc Boulanger and
Alpine Autowerks have been
Club sponsors for many years
fixing and improving many of
our rides and contributing to
several technical articles for
our newsletter. Unfortunately,
Marc passed away in October.
Alpine Autowerks will continue under the management of
his capable sons, Michael and
Mathieu, and wife Barbara.

as he described a complex rebuild or fabrication, you could tell
he had vision and feeling for how the parts interconnected and
functioned – and – how the relationship could be made better!

Michael and Mathieu Boulanger also run Blackbirdts, known
for its innovative automotive machining, fabrication, tuning, testing and mechanical engineering.

He was known to take his Porsche out for a track day. Later
in life, his daughter, Melissa, introduced him to horses and that
became his second passion. He will be missed by all he touched
who knew him.

Marc was a Porsche guy but enjoyed anything automotive.
The shop was always filled with many Porsche projects sprinkled
with BMWs, Mercedes, Audis and other makes. While there were
many complex Porsche projects, I remember the rebuild of a
classic model improving the driveability by adding modern fuel
injection and ignition. One of our Newsletters had an extensive
article on stuffing a BMW V10 into a 2006 M3 which required
massive ingenuity. Previous versions had various component
rebuilds including a 2002 differential.

I knew Marc Boulanger for several years. It was always a
pleasure to take the old 528i in for work. Marc and his outstanding technicians were very competent – if they found another
issue, it was always identified and fixed with sensitivity to the
customer’s wallet. The best testimonial was the long list of
returning customers …

We wish the family all future success with Alpine Autowerks
as it enters its next chapter.

Article by Chris Tworek

However, the real treat for
me was delivering Freude am
Fahren copies to the shop. Marc
usually had a few moments to
give me a quick tour of the
Alpine Autowerks shop and the
many projects under way. Marc
was a very quiet, thoughtful and
unassuming individual. I had
the sense that he was a kid in a
candy shop of his own making.
Marc was always in wonderment of mechanical technology. He excelled at not just fixing it but in many cases improving it. He had training as a Master
Porsche Technician but when you listened to him and the way he
looked at projects, you quickly realized he was a natural engineer
and mechanic. One look at his face and listening to his soft voice

In house dyno – axle mounted – no tire wear – baseline run $180
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Our Club Tours and Drives
Our Club has always been about the driving adventure
where it be on a track or a road tour.
We live in uncertain times. However, we are making every
effort to continue our activities while observing the ever-changing health advisories and rules. Our intent with the following
activities is to be ready, giving time for preparation, rather than
trying to launch an activity at the last moment with little notice.
Far better to have a dream and a plan to fulfill it then just hunkering down!

Lake Louise Ski and Social Escape
• Feb 26-28, 2022, Lake Louise Ski & Social Escape is on!
• Discounted rooms available at Lake Louise Inn
• Book & pay for hotel directly
• Accept all risks associated with health and ski activities
•	Sign a waiver acknowledging Club assumes no liability for
any mishaps or costs
•	Space still available - contact Michael Karski for Information
at mkarski@hotmail.com or 403-614-3723.

BMWCSA May 2022 Pacific Northwest
USA Tour
•	
General theme: The natural wonders of the Pacific
Northwest area of the USA. Volcanic lava landforms, wine
regions, seasides and rain forests.
•	
Teaming up with one of the BMW Oregon members,
Ralph and Teri, to arrange a joint driving tour with some of
their members.
•	Refamiliarize ourselves with post-COVID touring protocols
with a nearby driving tour.
•	Tentative schedule: Saturday, May 14, 2022 to Friday,
May 27, 2022.
• General itinerary:
o	Circuit tour (please see map) showing most direct route
between stops
o	Calgary group meets up with Oregon group in Coeur
d’Alene, Idaho
o	Hub and spoke touring model with 2 to 3-night stays at
key spots
o	Several side tours and circuits already mapped out
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o	Pre and post add on trips at each person’s discretion
and responsibility
•	Club arranged hotel group booking rates with booking cut
off dates. Tentative hotel costs: US$2,400.
• Each individual will be responsible to:
o Book and pay each hotel directly
o Bring your own car or fly and rent – your choice
o	Pay for all meals, fuel, and incidentals. We normally
budget another $200 per day.
o	Accept all risks associated with border, health, and customs requirements
o	Sign waiver acknowledging club assumes no liability for
any mishaps or costs
•	January 22, 2022, 11:00 am MST, PNW Teams presentation with Q&A
o	Contact Wallace Chow at wdchow@outlook.com to be
on the presentation mailing list no later than January
19th

Joseph, Oregon

Crater Lake, Oregon

Seattle, Washington

Japanese Garden, Portland Oregon
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BMWCSA 2022 Northern Germany Tour

Expressions of Interest for Northern Germany 2022 – After a much-awaited postponement, we are restarting our tour by
asking our membership for their expressions of interest.
Let’s begin with the itinerary for the club portion of the trip.
Day #

Date

Location

1, 2, 3

September 15 to 17, 2022

Amsterdam/Woerden, Netherlands

4, 5

September 18 to 19, 2022

Bad Zwischenahn, Germany

6,7

September 20 to 21, 2022

Schwerin, Germany

8, 9, 10

September 22 to 24, 2022

Berlin/Potsdam, Germany

11, 12, 13

September 25 to 27, 2022

Dresden, Germany

14, 15, 16

September 28 to 30, 2022

Goslar, Germany

17

October 1, 2022

Amsterdam/Woerden, Netherlands

Our journey will start in Amsterdam where we will pick up our cars and stay for a few days
to overcome jet lag and enjoy this famous city’s sights and history. Amsterdam was chosen as
the starting point of this circuit tour for its direct flights from Calgary, for being a great place to visit
in its own right, and for the presence of a large SIXT dealership right at the airport. SIXT is our
preferred European rental company because they have guaranteed BMWs for us on the previous
two European trips. We expect they will be able to do so again in Amsterdam. As we get closer
to the travel date, we will collect the vehicle preferences of the participants and submit a booking
order. Each participant will be responsible for their own car rental payments, insurance, traffic
tickets, and fuel.
The first leg of our journey takes us east through Bad Zwischenahn, Germany, a lakeside
resort just 70 km from the North Sea. This will allow us to visit the nearby Meyer Werft shipyard
in Papenberg, where they build some of the largest ships in the world.
We then head off to Schwerin near the coast to visit its spectacular palace.
Next will be Berlin, capital of Germany and one of the hippest and funkiest cities in Europe.
To accommodate the number of cars in our group, we plan to stay in the nearby resort town of
Potsdam with its fabulous gardens and palaces.
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visit the VW Autostadt in Wolfsburg, drop by the historical university town of Gottingen, or hike in the nearby Harz Mountains.
Wernigerode, another picture-perfect, fairytale town in the Harz
region, is only an hour away. One final group dinner and then we
end the tour back in Amsterdam.
We’ve chosen these stops for a combination of driving
length (each leg is about 2½ hours, the longest being 5 hours)
as well as scenery and things to do. As with our previous tours,
we aim to stay in interesting tourist locations at average priced
hotels that include breakfast and, especially, parking for our cars
(which can be a challenge in the crowded, compact European
towns and cities). By popular request from past trips, we will
stay for several days in a central town at each of our stops where
we can branch out to see various surrounding sights and historical venues.

Tour Financials and Legal Stuff

Dresden will be home for the next three nights. This city,
while suffering from extensive bombing during the latter part
of World War 2, has now been fully rebuilt (predominantly with
British money). The former home of Saxon kings, Dresden has
plenty of interesting sites that reflect the grandeur of their reign.
The Fürstenzug mural (Procession of Princes), Zwinger Palace,
and the Grünes Gewölbe (Green Vault) are some of the notable
highlights. Possible day-trips from Dresden include Leipzig to
visit the Porsche and BMW factories, or east 45 minutes by car
or riverboat to Bastei, the awe-inspiring rock towers in Saxon
Switzerland. For the classically inclined, Johann Sebastien Bach
spent a great deal of his life in and around this part of Germany
so we’re sure there will be plenty to see and do.

All of our tours are done on a non-profit basis by volunteers.
Our preliminary budget is CAD $6,000 per room/car for the
club portion (all hotels and 4 group meals, for two people), with
the usual caveat that there will be either a cash call or a refund
depending on final costs. We tend to overestimate the exchange
rate, as this is usually the largest fluctuation and will firm up the
club budget by January, 2022. Airfare, car rental, meals (other
than 4 group meals) and incidentals are not part of the group
booking and are up to the individual.
These types of trips work best with a moderately sized
group, so we plan to limit the number to between 10 and 15 cars.

Lastly, we drive to the quiet and pretty town of Goslar, a
UNESCO World Heritage town, central to many other historical and picturesque areas. We will be stationed there for three
nights to take short day trips into the surrounding countryside,

*Freude am Fahren 11

Joy of Driving
Since this is restarting a tour that was originally planned for
2020, we are giving priority to the original travellers who previously committed and a number have said they’d like to go. This
is now open to the general club membership so please let us
know if you have any interest on or before January 12, 2022. We
will follow up with a Teams video presentation at 10:00 am, MST,
on January 15, 2022, to answer any questions you may have.
Recognizing the uncertainty around international travel
these days but also taking into consideration the need to make
commitments so the group could move forward with planning,
we will minimize the group’s financial exposure by asking for a
$600 non-refundable deposit from a minimum of 8 participants
by January 29, 2022, in order to pay for our UK agent’s fees to
book all hotels. We will then need a $2,400 deposit by the March
31, 2022, with the balance due by May 31, 2022.
Please note carefully: By making the initial $600 payment,
you are committing to participating in the Tour and to making all
subsequent payments on time. Payments to BMWCSA will NOT
be refunded except in the case that the participant’s space on
the tour can be filled from the waiting list (first) or by new participants (if no waiting list). We will refund any uncommitted funds
if we cancel the entire tour like what happened in 2020. Please
keep in mind this is consistent with travel industry practise for
cruises and tours and is necessary for the volunteer organizers
to make and pre-pay commitments. It is up to each participant
to arrange trip cancellation and medical insurance or to find a
replacement for their seat. Each participant will also be responsible for their own COVID travel requirements and the club will
not be responsible for any travel restrictions, cancellations, or
quarantines.
Our travel group will also be planning future trips; to the
Pacific Northwest USA in May, 2022, to Spain in either the spring
or fall of 2023 and to the Canyon lands of Utah, Colorado, New
Mexico, and Arizona in April 2024. We may need a geologist
or two as educational guides since we will be passing through
literal cross sections of geological history. Stay tuned. Some of
us will also be planning a side trip to Texas on April 8, 2024, for
a spot to view the last total solar eclipse to cross North America
until August 12, 2045.
Please contact Wallace Chow at wdchow@outlook.com or
Gerard Mercier at gmercier5@shaw.ca for either additional information or to register for the tour presentation.

Again, key dates:
•	No later than January 12, 2022, email
wdchow@outlook.com to register for the Teams tour
presentation
•	January 15, 2022, 10:00 am MST Teams video
presentation
• January 31, 2022, $600 non-refundable 1st deposit
• March 31, 2022, $2,400 non-refundable 2nd deposit
•	May 31, 2022, pay remaining balance, estimated to be
$3,000

REMINDER

BMW Canada Loyalty Discount
for BMW Club Canada Members
Members are reminded to follow the proper process
to avoid losing the discount
•	
This is a BMW Canada Plan – BMW Clubs only
administer the application process
• The Loyalty Discount:
o	2% off MRSP up to $2000 (regardless of any
other deal at dealership)
o Applies to new vehicles and motorcycles
o	Applicant must have been a BMW Club member
for minimum of 12 months
o	Some models may be periodically excluded so
check Club website
• Prior to Purchase Club Member MUST:
o	Fill in application form (see https://www.bmwcsa.ca/membership-overview/benefits/)
o	Email to Club President at walsh@bmwcsa.ca
BEFORE PURCHASE
		 •	It can take up to 2 weeks for processing so
apply early
o	Only the Member may submit the application,
no Dealership nor anyone else may submit it
on their behalf
•	Upon membership verification by the BMW Club,
BMW Canada emails discount letter to member
o	Letter is good for up to six (6) months on any
new model
o	
Member presents discount letter to Dealership
during purchase process – cannot be done retroactively!
•	Each member may use only one (1) discount in any
12-month period but can apply for a letter multiple
times
•	Questions – contact Greg Walsh at walsh@bmwcsa.ca
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BMW World
I am an Anti-Winter-Tirer because:
• It’s my car, my choice, my freedom
•	The effectiveness of winter tires is not proven except by
biased studies from tire manufacturers
• My neighbour had an accident after he put on snow tires
•	Some are already on their third set of winter tires which
proves their ineffectiveness
• We don’t know what they are made of
•	
The Tire Industry scares us with winter just to enrich
themselves
•	The Tire Industry invented snow and icy roads and spread
them when you sleep
•	If I have snow tires, the Government can track me in the
snow
• Snow tires reduce the look of my ride
•	Don’t be a sheep – educate yourself on the dangers of
seasonal tire swaps
• This year, I say NO to winter tires!

parted out.
As it turns out, thieves will use devices like the Apple AirTag
to track your ride. Once they
spot a desirable target, they will
clandestinely attach the tracking
device to see where it might be
easily separated from its owner.
(As of November, Apple added
an anti-stalking feature accessed
through the Find My Device App
where you can scan for stalkers
but it only works with the latest
IOS and it is up to you to scan for
stalkers.)
Once the location is determined (usually your home driveway) the thief uses a “bouncer or repeater”. This device accesses
your key fob to unlock the vehicle (which is why you should keep
the fob as far away as possible from the car preferably in a
shielded location after you park it). Once inside the vehicle, the
thief accesses the ODB port with another device that acts like a
key. A few blocks away, the tech savvy carjacker uses more tech
to disable your car’s theft protection devices.
Within days, your ride may be in a container with one or two
others loaded on a container ship headed for parts unknown.
So – hide your prize in a secure garage or location – shield
your fob – and – if you have an App on your smartphone that
controls your car like modern BMWs have, be wary!

Frank Williams, Williams F1 team
founder, dies at 79
Sir Frank Williams, the founder of the Williams F1 team and
the longest-serving team principal the sport has ever seen, has
died at 79.

Gone …
Technology can be your friend until it’s not. In the current hot
market, thievery of cars and trucks either as feed for chop shops
or to help our balance of trade to the middle and far east, has
become quite epidemic.
Try renting a car and you will find that the Rental Agencies’
insurance that used to run $10-15/day has now jumped significantly. The excuse is that even rental cars are being stolen or

BMW’s association with
Williams was in the 2000-2005
period earning some podium
finishes but not the success
Williams had with other manufacturers. The Williams F1 team
was founded in 1977 and dominated much of the 1980s and
1990s under his guidance always
marked by integrity, teamwork a fierce independence and determination. Overall, the team had 117 race victories, seven drivers’
titles and nine constructors’ championships.
Williams sustained a spinal cord injury in a 1986 car crash
which left him unable to walk. He stepped down from the
Williams’ board in 2012, and handed over day-to-day running of
the team to his daughter Claire in 2013. Williams and his family
sold the team to investment firm Dorilton Capital in the last 12
months.
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Michelin’s New Airless Tires
Runflats give you paranoia? Conventional tires painful to
change as rim sizes and vehicle weights increase? Michelin may
have the solution for you that they have been working on since
2005 and hope to have commercialized by 2024.

Harts Turbo located in Fayette, Missouri, builds the turbo in
house milling solid blocks of billet aluminum, instead of the more
traditional casting process.
This method allows for easier modification of the engine
after production, as engineers don’t have to wait for a new timeconsuming casting to take place. Changes are quickly designed
on a computer and then speedily milled out of an aluminum
blank. This process also increase integrity over the standard cast
covers used in other turbos.
The process also results in an incredibly polished-looking
shiny finish. Oh – roughly $10,000 per copy … cheap if you really
wanna go fast and look good!

Alberta Automotive Insurance
Changes: Direct Compensation for
Property Damage
The UPTIS airless tire Michelin

The Michelin Vision Conceptcreates tires that are airless, rechargeable, connected, and sustainable. The Unique
Punctureproof TIre System (UPTIS) is the airless tire that,
thanks, to its unique design, does not require air filling and, never
gets punctured either.
UPTIS combines an aluminum wheel and has a flexible
load-bearing structure which is made out of glass fiber reinforced
plastic (GFRP). The company is confident that with this design, it
can continue to deliver the performance of conventional Michelin
tires. The first production tires will contain recycled plastic waste
and ultimately the company will replace 100 percent of the with
organic or recyclable materials.
This design also holds promise for EVs which tend to be
heavier due to the battery packs and handle slightly differently
than their ICE counterparts.
There is a sustainability angle as more than three billion tires
are produced annually around the world which usually end up
in landfills. Toxic fires in dumps are
a risk. Therefore, creating a tire from
organic and recycled material that
may have longer life has additional
benefits.

As you may have heard in the media or gotten notified by
your Insurance Agent, Alberta has introduced changes to the
Alberta Standard Owner’s Automobile Insurance Policy (“SPF1”) which will take effect on January 1, 2022 for all auto insurance.
Direct Compensation for Property Damage (DCPD) is now
compulsory automobile coverage. This means your Insurance
will provide coverage for damage to your automobile and its contents when the driver of another vehicle is responsible or partially
responsible for an accident.
Under DCPD, you will only be able to claim compensation for
this damage from your Insurance, to the extent that the accident
was not your fault, and subject to certain conditions and limitations.
As usual, should you be involved in an automobile accident,
regardless of who is at fault, your Insurance agent can help you
with all of your claims needs and explain that fine print.
There is supposedly no increase in 2022 rates for this insurance but there is some likelihood of future increases.

Does My Turbo Make
Me Look Fast?
A typical BMW Turbo such as
with the late model N58 engine
has a 53 mm sizing. The new Harts
Charger comes in at 136- and 140mm sizing. The supercharger was
designed for drag racing and spins
at up to 80,000 rpm and can connect to Hemi Blocks giving 4,000 HP
potential.
The Harts Charger Harts Turbo/Facebook
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Member’s Cars and Garages
When Was My Ride Born?
You can find out when your BMW was born by going here
and plugging in your VIN:
https://bimmer.work/
Plug in your VIN and not only will you get the production date
but every intimate detail on your ride.
Start thinking about what you are going to do for your
BMW’s birthday!

Helpful hint from Roger Harmston

Speaking of Birthdays
Being good parental units, on Saturday the 11th of December,
we celebrated the 34th birthday of one that hasn’t left home yet.

M3 Alpina and E28 in Corner

6:30 AM. Two older dudes. The Coaches. An empty race
track. No students - yet - let’s go play!
Helmets on. 4-point snug. A whole lotta giggling going on.
Flat out with less than 10 feet in between! Acute left - flat
until you get on the apron to carry your speed and then it’s like
the dog said when he sat on the sandpaper - RUF. A left, with a
dip, and a hard right. Can you keep your foot in it?
As an adult, has been very adept at coaching younger siblings.

A quiet moment

Growing up was quite physical, so support was added for
the exercise programs - fully adjustable sport suspension from
Italy’s Racing Dynamics, along with borrowing more stopping
power from a sibling
- M5 rotors and calipers. Management
skills were added
by Dinan for brain
power.
Altered
thinking was added
with half degree
negative
camber plates. Size 16
shoes kept things
on the ground.

For nearly 25 years it was great fun being a coach for
advanced driving schools, but Covid presented a lack of opportunity for rough and tumble play with friends, so a more sedate
life has come about. I have promised a long romp through the
mountains before the 34th birthday party.

Energy drinks
have been a tank
full of 94 octane.
It was easy
to get this one
up early, just play
Giorgio Moroder’s
Chase to get things
moving.

Wheel Just about off ground with 7 Series in background
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The Lugnutz Tour
Well ok – not a member’s garage – but maybe some us will be using this gorgeous well-equipped facility to tweak a ride – any
articles appreciated! Rob Norum took 10 of our members on a tour this past November.
Lugnutz is located at 500 Barlow Square SE #190 and full details are at: https://lugnutz.ca/

Munich
Grant Keil, Calgary BMW GM, recently got to go on a Dealer Tour to see BMW’s latest offerings in Munich. The highlights include
being driven around in the new i4’s and having a track experience day with the new EVs. However, we decided to feature shots of
the more conventional brand new M2.
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Liqui Moly Lubricants Presentation
Saturday February 12th – 10:30 AM to 1:00 PM – Cardel
Place (180 Quarry Park Blvd)
Register on EventBrite at
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/239500621807/
Note: $5 (min) donation to Food Bank (at the door) and following all Covid protocols required for attendance

(Note: We will also be beaming event if you can’t make it in
person – contact events@bmwcsa.ca for link)
Attending a small holiday gathering this Christmas season,
I found myself relaxing and making small talk with my Wife’s
Uncle. He’s a fascinating man, someone I always enjoy sharing ideas with at family get-togethers. He retired several years
ago after a dedicated career as a Service Writer with a local
Dealership.

we contribute not only to environmental sustainability, but to the
commitment of ensuring your vehicle operates as the Engineers
intended. We would like to extend an invitation to your passionate BMW Group on February 12, 2022, to join us as we discuss
modern engine oil requirements and how they impact your
cherished BMW. We will cover OEM oils specifications, Industry
standards and the process of selecting the proper fluids for your
vehicle. We would also like to include a question and answer
period, giving you the opportunity to share your thoughts and ask
specific questions. We’ve found that sessions such as this are
very informative and interactive, providing each participant with
a deeper knowledge and confidence in the area of maintaining
their vehicle and allowing for optimal performance.
Please join us on February 12, 2022 for the complete story
as per the details above.

He began to ask me about my work at Liqui Moly and how
our business was being impacted by the ever-changing market
conditions. As the conversation evolved, he was asking me to
compare the quality of Liqui Moly to that of our competitors.
I decided to keep the details to a minimum believing that
his interest was nothing more than polite conversation. Let’s
be honest, a discussion on the topic of motor oil can easily be
followed by the onset of narcolepsy for some. He ended the conversation by stating that “oil is oil, just make sure you never run
dry”. To borrow from an old advertising slogan, “This is not your
Father’s motor oil...” And just to be clear, despite the wisdom of
my Wife’s Uncle, oil is not just oil anymore.
Technological advancements in modern engine design have
made it so that our motor oil is given a far greater task than it was
in decades past. Automobile manufacturers are facing enormous
pressure to produce vehicles that are more efficient and environmentally friendly. Modern day engine oils are being asked to
help solve these environmental challenges as well.
Motor Oils of today are blended with advanced performance
additives that are engineered to treat metal surfaces and provide
superior protection against viscosity and thermal breakdown.
For this reason, it’s important to use a motor oil that has been
created specifically for each vehicle on the road. These requirements have been put in place by local governments and organizations that are responsible for testing and monitoring production. It’s important that we understand and follow the direction of
API, ILSAC and ACEA. Vehicle Manufacturers demand that we
also follow their directives with respect to oil specifications. New
standards set by BMW include LL-17FE or by Mercedes Benz
with the introduction of MB 229.71. Ignoring these requirements
will not only affect the environment, but will result in poor vehicle
performance and at worst, engine failure.
As a Top Tier oil manufacturer, Liqui Moly is dedicated to
working with these companies and organizations in the pursuit of producing a motor oil that meets the demands of today.
Furthermore, we also feel that it’s important to be a leader in
the area of education. By sharing our knowledge and process,
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