
BMWCSA 2022 Northern Germany Tour  
 
Expressions of Interest for Northern Germany 2022 – After a much-awaited postponement, we are 
restarting our tour by asking our membership for their expressions of interest. 

 
Let’s begin with the itinerary for the club portion of the trip. 

Day # Date Location 

1, 2, 3 September 15 to 17, 2022 Amsterdam, Netherlands 

4, 5 September 18 to 19, 2022 Bad Zwischenahn, Germany 

6,7 September 20 to 21, 2022 Schwerin, Germany 

8, 9, 10 September 22 to 24, 2022 Berlin, Germany 

11, 12, 13 September 25 to 27, 2022 Dresden, Germany 

14, 15, 16 September 28 to 30, 2022 Goslar, Germany 

17 October 1, 2022 Amsterdam, Netherlands 

Our journey will start in Amsterdam where we will pick up our cars and stay for a few days to overcome 
jet lag and enjoy this famous city’s sights and history.  Amsterdam was chosen as the starting point of 
this circuit tour for its direct flights from Calgary, for being a great place to visit in its own right, and for 
the presence of a large SIXT dealership right at the airport.  SIXT is our preferred European rental 
company because they have guaranteed BMWs for us on the previous two European trips.  We expect 
they will be able to do so again in Amsterdam.  As we get closer to the travel date, we will collect the 
vehicle preferences of the participants and submit a booking order.  Each participant will be responsible 
for their own car rental payments, insurance, traffic tickets, and fuel. 



  



The first leg of our journey takes us east through Bad Zwischenahn, Germany, a lakeside resort just 70 
km from the North Sea.  This will allow us to visit the nearby Meyer Werft shipyard in Papenberg, where 
they build some of the largest ships in the world. 

 
We then head off to Schwerin near the coast to visit its spectacular palace. 

 
Next will be Berlin, capital of Germany and one of the hippest and funkiest cities in Europe.  To 
accommodate the number of cars in our group, we plan to stay in the nearby resort town of Potsdam 
with its fabulous gardens and palaces. 

Dresden will be home for the next three nights.  This city, while suffering from extensive bombing during 
the latter part of World War 2, has now been fully rebuilt (predominantly with British money).  The 
former home of Saxon kings, Dresden has plenty of interesting sites that reflect the grandeur of their 
reign.  The Fürstenzug mural (Procession of Princes), Zwinger Palace, and the Grünes Gewölbe (Green 
Vault) are some of the notable highlights.  Possible day-trips from Dresden include Leipzig to visit the 
Porsche and BMW factories, or east 45 minutes by car or riverboat to Bastei, the awe-inspiring rock 



towers in Saxon Switzerland.  For the classically inclined, Johann Sebastien Bach spent a great deal of his 
life in and around this part of Germany so we’re sure there will be plenty to see and do. 

Lastly, we drive to the quiet and pretty town of Goslar, a UNESCO World Heritage town, central to many 
other historical and picturesque areas.  We will be stationed there for three nights to take short day 
trips into the surrounding countryside, visit the VW Autostadt in Wolfsburg, drop by the historical 
university town of Gottingen, or hike in the nearby Harz Mountains.  Wernigerode, another picture-
perfect, fairytale town in the Harz region, is only an hour away.  One final group dinner and then we end 
the tour back in Amsterdam. 

 
We’ve chosen these stops for a combination of driving length (each leg is about 2½ hours, the longest 
being 5 hours) as well as scenery and things to do.  As with our previous tours, we aim to stay in 
interesting tourist locations at average priced hotels that include breakfast and, especially, parking for 
our cars (which can be a challenge in the crowded, compact European towns and cities).  By popular 
request from past trips, we will stay for several days in a central town at each of our stops where we can 
branch out to see various surrounding sights and historical venues.   

All of our tours are done on a non-profit basis by volunteers.  Our preliminary budget is CAD $5,300 per 
car for the club portion (all hotels and 4 group meals, for two people), with the usual caveat that there 
will be either a cash call or a refund depending on final costs.  We tend to overestimate the exchange 
rate, as this is usually the largest fluctuation.  We will firm up the club budget by January.  Airfare, car 
rental, meals (other than 4 group meals) and incidentals are not part of the group booking and are up 
to the individual.   

These types of trips work best with a moderately sized group, so we plan to limit the number to 
between 10 and 15 cars.  Since this is restarting a tour that was originally planned for 2020, we are 
giving priority to the original travellers who previously committed and a number have said they’d like to 



go.  This is now open to the general club membership so please let us know if you have any interest on 
or before December 31, 2021.  We will follow up with a video presentation on January 8, 2022, to 
answer any questions you may have and will then need a 50% deposit by the January 15, 2022, with the 
balance due by April 30, 2022.  Both payments are non-refundable.  We would remind all that this is 
consistent with travel industry practise for cruises and tours and is necessary for the volunteer 
organizers to make and pre-pay commitments.  It is up to the participant to arrange trip cancellation and 
medical insurance or to find a replacement for their seat.  

Our travel group will also be planning future trips; to the Pacific Northwest USA in May, 2022, to Spain in 
either the spring or fall of 2023 and to the Canyon lands of Utah, Colorado, New Mexico, and Arizona in 
April 2024.  We may need a geologist or two as educational guides since we will be passing through 
literal cross sections of geological history.  Stay tuned.  Some of us will also be planning a side trip to 
Texas on April 8, 2024, for a spot to view the last total solar eclipse to cross North America until August 
12, 2045.   

Please contact Wallace Chow at wdchow@outlook.com or Gerard Mercier at gmercier5@shaw.ca for 
either additional information or to register. 

Article by Wallace Chow  

 


