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BMW Club of Southern Alberta
The BMW Club of Southern Alberta is a member club of the BMW Club of 
Canada which is a founding national member of the International Council 
of BMW Clubs.

Mailing Address: PO Box 75012 Cambrian, Calgary, Alberta T2K 6J8
General email: email@bmwcsa.ca
Website: www.bmwcsa.ca
Facebook: BMW Club of Southern Alberta (@bmwcsa96)
Instagram: @bmwcsa96
Twitter: @bmwcsa96
YouTube: BMW Club of Southern Alberta

Freude am Fahren [Joy of Driving] Newsletter
•  The BMW Club of Southern Alberta (BMWCSA) publishes  

Freude am Fahren in print 4 times per year and emails  
Joy of Driving 6 times per year.

•  Ideas and opinions are those of the authors, without authentication 
by or liability to BMWCSA, its Editors, Directors or Officers. BMWCSA 
reserves the right to modify or edit any material or submissions.

•  Material in this newsletter may describe vehicle modifications or 
procedures that may void your warranty, cause your car to fail 
emissions tests, or make your insurance company or agent unhappy. 
BMWCSA, its Editors, Directors and Officers are not responsible for 
any consequences that may ensue. 

•  Please send Newsletter Items and Questions to Chris Tworek at  
Tworek@bmwcsa.ca

•  Please send Address Changes to Glen Cook at  
membership@bmwcsa.ca

Directors and Officers
Please limit phone calls to between the hours of 9:00 AM and 9:00 PM

Kalender 
Back to Flattening the Curve

Mar 14  Social & General Meeting - 7:30 pm - 10:00 pm 
Contact events@bmwcsa.ca for video conference 
invitation 

       All Cars, Coffee & Chat (CC&C) Cancelled Until  
Further Notice

       Please Support Ricky’s, Austrian Canadian Club and  
our Advertisers during these tough times

 •  Be sensitive to changing guidelines
 •  All are open offering their usual great service
 •  All follow all safety precautions for you and your ride

Membership in BMWCSA
Membership is a family affair with many of our events 

devised with family participation in mind. The family membership 
of $60 for one year, $105 for two years and $150 for three years 
covers all household family members.  You do not have to own a 
BMW to be a Club member! 

To join the club, download the membership form from the 
link below and fill in your details: http://bmwcsa.ca/resources/
Membership-Application.pdf

For more info, or to submit your membership application, please 
email Glen Cook or Victor Yuen at: membership@bmwcsa.ca

Membership privileges include newsletters and participation 
in many social and motoring activities, plus a 15% discount on 
parts & lifestyle accessories at BMW Dealerships. After one year 
of membership, you will also enjoy a 2% Rebate off MRSP on 
either a new car or motorcycle from BMW Canada. This discount 
is based on MRSP and not on your negotiated price.

Also many of our advertising sponsors, whose ads appear 
in our newsletters, offer discounts to members for parts and 
services. Please remember to show your BMWCSA card and 
identify yourself as a club member when purchasing parts, 
accessories and service.

On the cover: M3 Cecotto and M3 EVO by Logan King. See 
article inside.
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The President’s Corner – Greg Walsh
This ice-breaker was suggested by our intrepid Editor: “I 

never thought we would all look so forward to a shot in the pants! 
May the vaccine hit us all sooner rather than later!” Personally, 
I prefer to Roll-Up-the-Sleeve-To-Win but it appears that editor 
Full Moon has different predilections. Who knew?

One of the suggestions for Pandemic Lockdown Friendly 
Events was to hold Informal Drives on the 3rd Sunday of each 
month. A limited-edition test run was held on Sunday Feb 21st. 
Four cars and 7 people (under the current out-door limit of 10) 
did the loop through High River on our favorite back roads to 
Longview and Turner Valley and then up Hwy 562 to Bragg 
Creek.  Up to this point, the roads were in great condition and 
the crowds nonexistent. A couple of cars turned west to take the 
jaunt to Elbow Falls (the highway is closed past the Falls for the 
winter) and sure enough half of Calgary was pretty much at every 
spot.  We will endeavor to find secluded by-ways for the March 
jaunt and follow rules in place at the time.  If you are interested, 
reach-out to victor@bmwcsa.ca.

Our National BMW Club’s executive has been looking at 
ways to make the national organization more relevant to the 
individual members of the constituent clubs, i.e.  you! With this in 
mind BMW Clubs Canada is looking forward to a driver friendly 
future. They have proposed a national Year Book that both high-
lights the individual Clubs across Canada and gives each Club a 
chance to share their favourite drives. The latter aim opens up 
future opportunities to bring folks from diverse locals together 
to participate in our passion of driving the good drive with fellow 
Bimmerites. We anticipate the yearbook will be available later 
this spring.

Some dealer news: The new M3/M4s have arrived in 
Calgary but are squirreled away until the official March 15th 
launch.  Evidently one has already been spoken for. BMW 
Calgary has a raft of X5 Individuals with nifty paint options. Both 
Dealerships are creating a Women’s Program around the 2 GT. 
BMW Gallery is in the final stages of setting up their online parts 
and lifestyle ordering system – www.getbmwparts.com.  Club 
members will get their 15% discount but will need a code that is 
refreshed monthly.  We will send this code to our members via 
Mailchimp or you can call Gallery parts (403-208-6040), give 

your membership number and get the code from them.

Our Video Conference Monthly Meetings were modified 
last month to include a video presentation. I chose a discus-
sion/explanation of a Limited Slip Differential. Though there were 
minor glitches, as anticipated with a new format, the concept 
was well received. We have added a value –added feature to our 
meetings, so please tune in. These videos could be garage tours, 
highlights from BMW promo shoots, instructional clips, technical 
explanations…. If you have a favourite you’d like to share please 
drop me a line. To receive an invitation to the meeting please 
drop a line to events@bmwcsa.ca with the subject: “Invite me to 
the monthly meeting”. 

Before I sign off, I wish to remind you that our sponsors need 
your support during these difficult times. Especially the eateries 
that we have congregated at in the past. If you have the oppor-
tunity for a take-out or sit down please consider Ricky’s Deerfoot 
and the Austrian Canadian Club.

Our Club succeeds because its members step forward. 
Thank you All!

I wish you joy of your BMW.

Greg Walsh

Classified
Interested parties can refer to www.bmwcsa.ca for addi-
tional photos in many cases. 

For Sale: For 2002 M Coupe  
or similar model 

Thule roof rack and four SSR 
Reiner Type 6 wheels with 
BMW centre caps with KUMHO 
ECSTA MX tires (1-2mm of wear 
remaining). Contact John Evison 
at 403-870-4557 or  
john.evison@shaw.ca

In house dyno – axle mounted – no tire wear – baseline run $180
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The Icon
Editor’s note: The dichotomy of our times is a feeling that 

we should strive for sustainability, even after we have been con-
ditioned to hunger for every advancement. It is a humbling world 
for the creator as their best is hammered into obsolescence by 
the relentless march of advancement in what seems like an 
ever-decreasing time frame.  And yet, there is a renaissance 
– perhaps not in 8-track tapes but in vinyl or in certain automo-
tive icons – because for every advancement, something is lost 
– digital will never re-create the visceral seat of the pants feel or 
the pop of the analog world. In every generation, some creator 
manages to manifest something with form and function that has 
an indescribable feel to it and people just know it’s an icon. The 
creator’s best gratification is that someone has lovingly restored, 
maintained and appreciated that act of genius, but, perhaps, at 
the same time humbled by the multi-fold increase in value that 
all great artists fail to enjoy.

And so, it is with the BMW E30. As we stand back today, 
one has to wonder whether the creators saw it as just another 
advancement or it they really thought they had stumbled onto 
creating an icon.  Here is the story of two cars, an M3 Sport 
Evolution and an M3 Cecotto Edition, owned by one of our club 
members, that epitomize the icon. We have been generously 
helped by Jackie Jouret , whom many of you may recognize as 
one of the most highly acknowledged chroniclers of BMW 
vehicles. 

E30 M3 Cecotto Edition and  
Sport Evolution 

by Jackie Jouret

All rights reserved, 2020

Built to race in the European Touring Car Championship, the 
E30 M3 was a winner from the start, but it wouldn’t remain so if 
it failed to evolve. To keep the car competitive as a Group A racer 
in the ETCC and various national series, BMW Motorsport had to 
equip it ever more powerful engines, better aerodynamics, and 
lighter components. To keep the car legal under the regulations, 
those elements needed to be offered for sale in sufficient quanti-
ties for homologation—hence the “Evolution” models. Developed 
expressly for racing, the Evolution models have become the most 
sought-after M3s among enthusiasts and collectors. Of those, 
none are more highly prized than the 600 Sport Evolution M3s, 
the thoroughly revamped cars built for the 1990 racing season.

Before we explore the Sport Evolution, let’s take a closer 
look at the original E30 M3, a car that came about almost on a 
whim. In 1984, BMW chairman Eberhard von Kuenheim paid a 
visit to BMW Motorsport, as he did periodically to check on proj-
ects and progress. As he was leaving, he turned to Motorsport 
director Paul Rosche and said, “Mr. Rosche, we need a new 
sports engine for the 3 Series.”

Since BMW’s last racing engine had evolved from a four-
cylinder into a six, Rosche decided to reverse the process to 
build a new racing four. He instructed technician Dietrich Herzog 
to remove one-third of the cylinder head from Motorsport’s S38 
six, and to attach it to the engine block of a production M10 
four-cylinder. Within two weeks, the team had a working engine 
installed in an E30 3 Series chassis, which Rosche presented to 
von Kuenheim for a test drive. 

The chairman liked what he drove, and thus was born the 
E30 M3.

At its heart was the S14 four, a real racing engine built 
atop a cast-iron block just like the M12/13 that won the Formula 
One world championship in 1983. It wasn’t quite that exotic, of 
course, nor was it turbocharged, but it had chain-driven dual 
overhead cams, four valves per cylinder, and a compression ratio 
of 10.5:1. Displacing 2,302cc from a bore and stroke of 93.4 x 
84mm, the S14 had one throttle body per cylinder, and its air-

1 For 17 years, Jackie Jouret was the editor of Bimmer, the magazine about BMW. She is BMW CCA Roundel’s Resident Historian and feature writer and is the Guest 
Features Editor for Bimmerlife. As such, she writes extensively on all subjects related to the corporation, its automobiles, and its history. She has also authored three books 
on BMW history for the BMW CCA Foundation: Heroes of Bavaria, ICON, and PASSION. Her latest is BMW in the 20th Century.  They can be found in Google Books.
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fuel mixture and ignition were controlled by Bosch Digital Motor 
Electronics. Absent a catalytic converter, output peaked at 200 
horsepower at 6,750 rpm, and 173 pound-feet at 4,750 rpm. Aft 
of the engine, the European-spec M3 got a “dogleg” close-ratio 
five-speed gearbox—the US and Japan made do with a con-
ventional five-speed—followed by a 3.25:1 differential with 25 
percent limited slip. 

Motorsport did more than just give the standard E30 a 
sportier engine. The M3 was slated for competition from birth, 
and that meant significant modifications to its chassis and 
bodywork—and not only for the factory race cars. Regulations 
for the production-based Group A touring car series required that 
all racing-related modifications be homologated, and that BMW 
build 5,000 examples of the car it intended to race. 

The M3 was equipped with shorter, stiffer springs and 
revalved dampers. Its rear anti-roll bar was thicker, and its front 
anti-roll bar linked to the struts. Steering castor was increased 
threefold, and the rack had a slightly quicker ratio of 19.6:1 rather 
than the standard E30’s 20.5:1. Brake discs measured 11.1 inches 
at all four corners, with ABS standard. The 7.0 x 15 cross-spoke 
alloy wheels attached to hubs equipped with more durable bear-
ings borrowed from the E28 5 Series, and they were fitted with 
205/55VR15 tires. To accommodate the extra track width, the 
bodywork was modified with flared fenders at all four corners. 
A deep front air dam and a prominent rear wing offered visible 
confirmation of the M3’s Group A intentions.

The E30 M3 launched in June 1986, and BMW had built 
the 5,000 cars required for homologation by the start of the 
1987 racing season. In its first year of competition, the E30 
M3 won the European and World Touring Car Championships, 
the Deutsche Tourenwagen Meisterschaft (DTM), the Italian 
Superturismo championship, the Australian Touring Car title and 
the AMSCAR championship. More titles followed, but racing is 
never static where either the regulations or the competition are 
concerned. Keeping the M3 on a winning pace meant frequent 
upgrades, which were made available to the public in the form of 
three “Evolution” models whose details were exhaustively com-
piled by the M Registry.

The Evolution I mods included a revised cylinder head—
identified by an “E” in the casting—and other detail refinements 
for racing. BMW doesn’t consider the Evolution I as a separate 
edition, but the 505 cars were built consecutively in March and 
April of 1987.

The following spring, BMW offered the Evolution II M3, of 
which 501 were built. Below a white valve cover with Motorsport 
stripes, the S14 engine got new pistons that raised compression 
to 11.0.1, a lighter flywheel, improved air intake, and revised DME 
that increased power to 220 horsepower at 181 pound-feet, both 
at the same rpm as in the original S14. Evo II cars also got a 
slightly lower final drive ratio (3.15:1) and the 7.5 x 16-inch wheels 
that had been optional on the standard M3. The front air dam 
was deeper, and the fog lights were deleted in favor of cooling 
ducts for the brakes. The rear spoiler got an extra element along 
its trailing edge, while the trunk lid on which it mounted was 
made of thinner material, as were the bumpers and window 
glass. The alterations reduced the Evo II’s weight by 22 pounds.
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E30 M3 Special: The Johnny Cecotto 
Edition:

While a lot of great drivers scored wins and won champion-
ships in the E30 M3, only a few were honored with special edi-
tions. First among them were Bernard Beguin and Jean-Jacque 
Lenne, whose World Rally victory was celebrated in the Tour de 
Corse edition, forty examples of which were offered in their native 
France in 1987. 

In 1989, BMW honored factory driver Johnny Cecotto with 
his own special edition. While the M3 Cecotto Edition shares 
many of the Evo II’s specifications, it’s not an Evo II in every 
respect. We’ll get to that in a moment; first, a few notes about 
the driver for whom it’s named.

Born in Caracas, Cecotto was a motorcycle racing prodigy 
who won the 1973 Venezuelan national motorcycle racing cham-
pionship at just 17. He followed with a second Venezuelan title in 
1974, also taking the South American championship that year. In 
1975, Cecotto gained wide renown when he started the Daytona 
200 from dead last and went on to finish third. From Daytona, 
he went to Europe, where he won the 250cc and 350cc races at 
his first Grand Prix. He’d go on to win the 350cc world champi-
onship that year; at 19, he was the youngest rider ever to win a 
world title. 

A popular and charismatic rider, Cecotto moved up to the 
premier class with factory support from Yamaha, but he found 
the powerful 500cc two-strokes much harder to tame than the 
smaller-bore bikes. Though he won three 500cc Grand Prix 
races, he crashed frequently, and a series of injuries caused him 
to switch to auto racing after the 1980 season. Racing for March-
BMW, he won three races in 1982 and finished the season tied 
for the title, though he was classified as second thanks to the 
tie-breaking rules. A move to Formula One proved less success-
ful—and nearly as injurious as motorcycle racing—but Cecotto 
regained his groove with a switch to Group A touring cars. Racing 
for several BMW Motorsport-backed teams, including Schnitzer, 
CiBiEmme, and Bigazzi, in the World/European Touring Car, 
DTM, and other series, Cecotto proved especially adept at rac-
ing the E30 M3.  In 1989, he entered the highly competitive 
Italian Superturismo Championship in a BMW Motorsport-Team 

REMINDER
BMW Canada Loyalty Discount 
for BMW Club Canada Members

Members are reminded to follow the proper process 
to avoid losing the discount

•  This is a BMW Canada Plan – BMW Clubs only 
administer the application process

• The Loyalty Discount:
 o  2% off MRSP up to $2000 (regardless of any 

other deal at dealership)
 o Applies to new vehicles and motorcycles
 o  Applicant must have been a BMW Club member 

for minimum of 12 months
 o  Some models may be periodically excluded so 

check Club website

• Prior to Purchase Club Member MUST:
 o  Fill in application form (see https://www.bmw-

csa.ca/membership-overview/benefits/) 
 o  Email to Club President at walsh@bmwcsa.ca 

BEFORE PURCHASE
  •  It can take up to 2 weeks for processing so 

apply early
 o  Only the Member may submit the application, 

no Dealership nor anyone else may submit it 
on their behalf

•  Upon membership verification by the BMW Club, 
BMW Canada emails discount letter to member

 o  Letter is good for up to six (6) months on any 
new model

 o  Member presents discount letter to Dealership 
during purchase process – cannot be done 
retroactively!

•  Each member may use only one (1) discount in any 
12-month period but can apply for a letter multiple 
times

•  Questions – contact Greg Walsh at walsh@bmwcsa.ca

Johnny Cecotto in DTM
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Schnitzer E30 M3. By June, he’d won seven races and had all but 
wrapped up the championship.

Eager to capitalize on the Venezuelan’s success, BMW 
launched the Cecotto Edition M3 even before the series had run 
its final round at Imola in late October. According to the BMW M 
Registry, it shares many components with the Evolution II M3 
introduced in 1988, though it doesn’t have that car’s 220-horse-
power engine. Instead, the Cecotto Edition introduced the cata-
lytic converter-equipped 215-horsepower 2.3-liter engine that 
would become standard in European-market M3s in September 
1989. In the Cecotto Edition, the engine has a valve cover 
painted to match its bodywork, which was available in the same 
three colors as the Evolution II: Misano Red, Macao Blue, or 
Nogaro Silver. Also shared with the Evolution II are the front and 
rear spoilers, thinner and lighter windows, chrome tailpipes, and 
7.5 x 16-inch black-centered wheels. In the cockpit, the Cecotto 
Edition got seats upholstered in Anthracite or Silver M-Technic 
cloth with Bison leather bolsters, plus special door sill plates, an 
M dead pedal, and a plaque on the center console with Cecotto’s 
signature and the car’s number. Interestingly, that gives the 
number of each car out of 505, though only 480 Cecotto Editions 
were actually built. The other 25 honored factory driver Roberto 
Ravaglia, and featured his signature rather than Cecotto’s. These 
505 Cecotto/Ravaglia cars were followed by 80 more Cecotto 
Editions produced for the Swiss market in 1989 and 1990. 
Though the Swiss cars have a unique 211-horsepower engine 

(built to comply with that country’s emissions regulations) and a 
plaque with Cecotto’s signature, the cars aren’t numbered.

The M3 Cecotto Edition seen here bears chassis number 
AE40556 and motor number 60284611. The badge on its center 
console identifies it as number 447 of 505 Cecotto/Ravaglia 
special editions. As verified by its BMW Certificate, issued in 
2003, the car was completed in Munich on 7 June 1989, painted 
in Nogaro Silver metallic, it was equipped with a power sunroof, 
a rear-window sunshade, heated seats, top-speed control, and 
a rooftop antenna. From the factory, it was delivered to BMW’s 
corporate-owned dealership (Niederlassung) in Munich on 4 July 
1989. Eleven months later, on 20 June 1990, it was registered 
by its first owner, 33-year-old Hans Herbert Kalkstein of Munich. 

How long Kalkstein kept the car is difficult to determine. In 
1996, a temporary registration was issued in France to D. van 
der Vuurst of Mirambeau, valid from 3 February to 23 December 
of that year, but the original title, or Fahrzeugbrief, issued to 
Kalkstein wasn’t cancelled until 7 June 2003. On that date, the 
car was registered in the Netherlands by its new owner, Petrus 
Zijlmans of Etten-Leur. According to Zijlmans’ wife, he found the 
car at a local garage and bought it immediately, not realizing 
that it was no ordinary E30 M3. After being informed by his best 
friend that the car was a rare Cecotto Edition, Zijlmans verified its 
provenance with a Certificate from BMW Mobile Tradition (now 
Classic), issued on 8 October 2003. 
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Though he treasured his Cecotto Edition M3, Zijlmans also 
drove it, making several trips over the Stelvio Pass between 
Austria and Italy to enjoy the car’s nimble handling in the Alpine 
curves. He took the car to a DTM reunion at the Nürburgring, 
where he met its namesake, Johnny Cecotto, and started an 
online registry for owners of Cecotto Edition M3s. After more 
than a decade of enjoyment, Zijlmans sold #447 in 2015. Via a 
dealer in the Netherlands, it passed to its new owner in Canada 
shortly thereafter. Zijlmans passed away in May 2016, about a 
year after selling #447. 

With more than twenty years and 133,000 kilometers under 
its belt, #447 remains in pristine condition, reflecting the care 
given this rare Cecotto Edition M3 by all three of its caretakers.

M3 to the max: Sport 
Evolution

The Evo II mods served the M3 
well through two more seasons of 
racing, but by 1989 the landscape 
had shifted. The European Touring Car 
Championship had been replaced by 
the hyper-competitive national series 
in England, Germany, France, and 
Italy. While all required production-
based Group A cars, each had its own 
rules for engine displacement and 
other factors. For 1990, the DTM per-
mitted four-cylinder engines like the 
S14 to displace 2.5 liters, for example, 
which meant that another Evolution 
edition would be required for homolo-
gation. 

Produced from December 1989 to 
March 1990, the 600 Sport Evolution 

M3s got 2,467cc S14 engines with larger valves, higher-lift cam-
shafts, additional oiling for the pistons, and catalytic converters. 
The valve cover was painted in the standard black, with red spark 
plug wires the only visible indication of Sport Evolution status. 
The revised engine delivered 238 horsepower at 7,000 rpm, and 
a slightly lower 177 pound-feet at 4,750 rpm. The Sport Evolution 
cars share the Evolution II’s lightweight bodywork and glass, 
but with redesigned aerodynamics front and rear that featured 
adjustable extensions for improved downforce. The front fenders 
were wider, too, and the ride height was reduced by 10mm. 

The Sport Evolution M3s were available only in Jet Black 
or Brilliant Red, with contrasting bumper stripes in either color 
and the 16-inch wheels painted Nogaro Silver. As a homologa-
tion special, the car had very few convenience features inside, 
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though all of the standard items like map lights and grab handles 
could be ordered as options. Cloth-covered Recaro sport seats 
were standard, as was a suede-covered steering wheel, shift 
knob, and parking brake handle. Red seat belts identify a Sport 
Evolution M3 at a glance, and a plaque on the center console 
completes the package. Additionally, all Sport Evolution models 
can be identified by the “AK07” code contained within their VIN; 
other M3s are AK01, AK03, or AK05 in the same position.

The Sport Evolution models enabled the M3 to carry on its 
winning tradition, capturing the 1990 and ’91 Italian Superturismo 
title as well as the 1990 Irish Tarmac Rally, 1991 AMSCAR, and 
1993 Australian 2.0-liter Touring Car championships before the 
E30 was finally retired in favor of the new E36 M3. 

The Sport Evolution M3 seen here, #79176, was built at 
BMW’s Plant Number One in Munich in January 1990. The car 

was most likely exported directly to Italy, always a strong market 
for BMW’s high-performance models thanks in no small part to 
Roberto Ravaglia’s high-profile race wins and championships in 
the E30 M3. 

According to its Italian title, the car was first registered by 
59-year-old Renzo Cadalora of Modena, Italy on June 28, 1994, 
assigned plate number MO 964988. In addition to the licens-
ing authorities, the car was also registered as a 1990 E30 M3 
with the Automotoclub Storico Italiano, or the Historic Auto and 
Motorcycle Club of Italy, which assigned it the verification number 
31785 that appears on the brass plaque in the car’s interior.

This Sport Evolution M3 remained with Cadalora through 
March 2016, when it was sold to Stefano Zanotti of Perugia. A 
year later, #79176 had gone to the brokerage firm Supercar di 
Barbara Foiani in Brescia. By the end of March 2017 its regis-

tration was annulled by 
the Italian authorities for 
export to Germany.

The car was refreshed 
by Enthusiast Auto Group 
(EAG) in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
prior to delivery to Canada.  
It was featured in BMW 
Canada’s September 13, 
2020 M Town Calgary 
event which was featured 
in the Nov-Dec 2020 
Freude am Fahren.  It was 
sold in late 2020 to a new 
owner in the US, through 
EAG.

In Brilliant Red, the 
car is a stunning exam-
ple of an E30 M3 Sport 
Evolution, the final and 
most impressively devel-
oped edition of BMW’s 
landmark sports car. 

Photo Credits:  
Logan King and  

Chris Tworek
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Editor’s note: Serendipitous Adventure has always been my 
greatest ally when it comes to finding a great car yarn.  So, it is 
with this tale.  I was down at Tunerworks talking to Rob Leech 
about his current reincarnation of his beloved E36 (stay tuned 
for the Lego story!) and Rob drags me over to this immaculate 
E30 325is up on the rack.  An email introduction later followed 
by a great conversation and many more emails and we have the 
following car guy’s life adventure with a fun ride.

Ah … where to begin? Dwight is one of those rare folks – 
someone actually born in Calgary. A high school and university 
grad in the 1970’s, and during a time when Detroit Iron covered 
the prairies, he had a best friend whose father insisted on bring-
ing in that “furin” stuff – BMW Barvarias & 3.0’s, Mercedes 
6.9s, Porsche 911 S & Ts and the odd Ferrari Dino. That guy was 
Franz Pados who opened Pados VW which morphed into South 
Centre VW & Porsche and a BMW dealership.  Dwight often 
rode in the passenger or rear seat along with Franz’s son who 
drove a succession of fine cars including a silver 2002 tii with 
silver tint windows and another friend who purchased one of the 
first BMW E21 320’s to land in Calgary.  All of this crept into his 
subconscious.

However, life, and usually one’s snack bracket, gets in the 
way. A BMW was a dream and Franz Pados recommended 
a more affordable Celica GT which was followed by a Pontiac 
6000STE as daily drivers. Fast forward to 1990, and the need 
for a new ride starts with looking at Mazda’s RX7 and maybe 
a Mercury Merkur XR4Ti until he found himself at the door of 
Calgary BMW. Someone had just traded in the 1987 E30 325is 
and Dwight became the second and still to this day owner.

The 325 i/is/ix models imported into North America were 
manufactured between 1986-1992 and had the 2.5-liter M20 
inline-6 with Bosch Motronic fuel injection producing 168 HP and 
164 lb-ft of torque. Most were sold with the 5 speed Gertag box 
but automatics were available. The “i” was the standard model; 
“is” had sport features and “ix” was the AWD model. The cabin 
and trunk space was quite large for the size of the car because 
the great handling made possible by the front MacPherson struts 
and the semi-trailing arms were a compact arrangement.

The “is” or sport model was sweet for its day and was only 
available as the 2-door coupe.  The differentiation from the stan-
dard model included the deep front lip with built in driving lights, 
a subtle rear deck / trunk spoiler, 14” basket weave wheels, sport 
seats, 3 spoke M-Sport leather covered steering wheel and the 
M-Sport suspension (stiffer sway bars, springs and shocks and 
limited slip differential).

Dwight’s car was loaded with other options such as electric 
window lifts, an electric sliding/vent sun roof, air conditioning, 
cruise control, onboard computer, ski-bag and an upgraded 
BMW sound system.

Dwight found some great comments about the 325 in 2019 
and 2020 Car & Driver reviews of the “Greatest Of All Time”, 
some of which are captured here:

“BMW 325i is the Goldilocks of the E30 generation.  The 
E30 M3 gets all the glory, but that car was a peaky homologated 
racer.  While derived from the M3, the 325i is, in many ways, even 
better, combining the essential rear-drive purity of the M3 with 
superior everyday livability.  If the 2002 set BMW’s course, the 

Less Famous … but as much fun!
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325i fully realized the possibilities of splicing sports-car genes 
into the DNA of a practical coupe.  

The 325i’s 2.5 liter inline-six makes 168 of the smoothest 
horsepower ever, pitted against only 2800 pounds of car.  The 
little BMW is reasonably quick (various tests had it either the 
same or only a few tenths of a second off M3 times in the dash 
to 60 - around 7.1 seconds – or ¼ mile – around 15.4 seconds). 
However, its standout quality is handling.  A muscle car of the era 
might have put some distance on a 325i in a straight line, but its 
rear-view mirror would be full of kidney grille come the corners.  
The E30’s sublimely balanced chassis has high limits, but it is 
forgiving, encouraging you to explore slip angles while the sweet 
six churned toward its 6600-rpm redline.  The E30’s second life 
as a race platform – it spawned its own spec series – is a conse-
quence of its all-time-great handling.

The 325i offered a veneer of European luxury, but it was an 
inherently simple, minimalist car with durability.  Its cockpit is the 
ideal that BMW is still chasing (or should be):  a thin steering 
wheel, heavily bolstered seats, big white-on-black gauges.  All 
you need is a stubby five-speed manual shifter sitting just a few 
inches from your right knee and you’re on your way to driving 
nirvana.”  

When Dwight was looking for a car back in 1990, he test-
drove several different cars for sale by owner or dealership.  
Those without the limited slip were noticeably less stable and 
less safe to drive, particularly so if you hit some wet or slippery 

pavement. The other thing that was quite noticeable was the 
differences between those that had been well maintained and 
driven respectfully and those that had been driven hard and 
perhaps hadn’t benefited from regular maintenance (even in cars 
that were only a couple of years old).

Dwight used the 325is as a daily driver from 1990 until he 
“upgraded” to a 2002 E39 M5, in 2005.  Over that time period, 
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it made numerous trips to the Okanagan, West Coast, Alberta 
destinations (Waterton, Banff, Lake Louise, Jasper, Edmonton), 
Montana (Going To The Sun Road) and one epic road trip to the 
Northern California Coast and Wine Region on some amazing 
roads.  Equipped as it was with a limited slip differential and with 
snow tires on all four corners, he never found it to be a challenge 
(safety or otherwise) to drive in winter conditions (something that 
BMW’s of that and earlier time periods were somewhat notori-
ously bad for, even with sand bags in the trunk).

It was around this time that, the 325is became a summer 
driver and stored in winter. The slings and arrows of outrageous 
road fortune were made smooth by Walter, and more recently 
Carmine, at Continental Autobody (now CSN Continental). The 
black finish and straight panels are a sight to behold to this day.

A computer chip and a new exhaust added some more 
power and brighter headlights were retrofitted.

The tartan interior was getting shabby but the original mate-
rial could not be found. DeGreeve Auto Upholstery redid the inte-

rior in tan leather with black piping.

Around this time, Dwight met 
Rob Leech at Tunerworks. While the 
initial relationship resulted in replac-
ing the factory 14” wheels with forged 
16” 4-bolt Work Schwert SC1 2-piece 
forged aluminum wheels from Japan 
and Continental tires that were not 
too big or fat, Dwight soon discov-
ered Rob was thoughtful, meticulous 
and above all, honest, about improv-
ing the driveability of the car.

Rob pointed out that the head-
light swap was a potential electri-
cal problem in the making. More 
traditional headlights with better 
electrical draw were installed. While 
Dwight loved the big Brembo brakes 
he had put on the M5, they were 
not available for the 325is. Instead 
Ireland Engineering Wilwood brakes 
with 6 piston calipers front and 4 pis-
ton rear with a bigger 25.4 mm mas-
ter cylinder started stopping the car. 

A Supersprint exhaust (same 
as on his M5) complete with head-
ers and a Gates Racing timing belt 
soon found a home. There was play 
in the shifter, so a UUC Motorwerks 
Double Shear linkage, which spreads 
the torsional stress in two directions 
rather than the one direction of the 
stock linkage, was installed. The dif-
ferential was changed out with an 
upgraded limited slip pack and a 3.91 
gear ratio which gave a better sweet 
spot around town than the stock 
3.73 gearing. Bilstein shocks and 
performance bushings came next.  
However, like many of us have found 
out, those bushings may be great 
for tracking and smooth pavement, 
but are a pain on the reality of most 
roads.  They were subsequently 
replaced with the stock bushings.
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But then a golf trip to Banff in late 2019 and “oh-oh” hap-
pened. Shifting became a problem and the car was nursed 
home to find that the trans seal had failed. Somewhere along 
the line the transmission internals rebelled at the loss of fluid. 
Stored over the winter, the ride found its way back to Tunerworks 
in 2020.  Rob and his crew were able to source a new Getrag 
transmission from the Munich Gnomes through Calgary BMW.  
However, the head gasket was leaking, and let’s just say that 
pulling the head resulted in a decision that a total rebuild would 
restore years of fun, complete with the installation of a perfor-
mance camshaft

So – why – Dwight can easily get into a new ride?  He says 
it best – there is that visceral sound and seat of the pants feel 
of both the normally aspirated E30 and E39 that just can’t be 
duplicated with all of today’s high tech!  Perhaps validated by 
both cars making Car & Driver’s “GOAT” list! 

Article by Chris Tworek from interviews with Dwight and 
Rob Leech, photos by Chris Hart (Service Manager, Tunerworks)
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The Yucky Season Cometh
Isolation has led to pondering the real great and important 

technological issues of our time, namely, why can’t BMW design 
a passenger side wiper system that actually works? 

A survey of fellow BMW owners and our three family BMWs 
indicate that while some of the latest rides have a myriad of 
systems to enhance the driving experience, the passenger side 
windshield wiper issue has been with us for decades!

In a full blown monsoon, both wipers function, but just allow 
the tiniest bit of grimy yuck to hit the glass, and the passenger 
gets to look through a smear that would make most politicians 
proud.

Thus, the investigative quest began. Because no good story 
should ever end without exposing the reader to trial and tribula-
tion, let us first examine the suggested solutions that were not 
by themselves the answer.

The most obvious is checking the condition of the blade 
itself – however, the age old trick of wiping the blade with vinegar 
or a rubber conditioner like WD-40 3inOne is a great summer 
time improvement but one that is easily defeated by our Calgary 
yucky mix of dirt, salt, beet juice and windshield fluid especially 
once it has a few seconds to dry. (Yes – the City uses beet juice 
with the salt as it lowers the effective temperature and is less 
corrosive.)

The next step is one of those “you really should not do 
at home”.  Brave souls will bend the windshield arm in a vain 
attempt to have it apply more even pressure on the wiper blade.  
The success rate versus having to replace an expensive arm 
puts this solution into the Three Stooges Camp. However, if you 
are so inclined, there is a BMW tool 83300490512 consisting of 
a pair of special levers with plastic to protect the arms that may 
minimize damage.

Spending money is the time-honoured way of solving 
problems and a new blade set is the usual try.  However, why 

buy a conventional replacement when there are new high-tech 
options? $52 later, the Michelin 8520 Stealth Ultra Windshield 
Wiper with Smart Technology arrived and, after the usual fum-
bling and cursing, was installed. These blades have Smart Hinge 
joints and the blade ends have independent suspension to allow 
the wiper to grip windshield securely across entire blade. They 
also have a superior rubber compound that works in concert with 
8 pressure points (versus 4 in a conventional design). 

The high-tech wiper, by itself,  worked great for about two 
rounds before the smearing started. However, if you combine 
these wipers with the next step you have a winning combination!

Exasperated, the persistent will turn to their super power, 
that usually being observation of the problem. The “real” prob-
lem becomes evident – the spray pattern is off – meaning that 
the nozzle is aimed at the bottom third of the windshield and the 
wiper only drags the liquid across the bottom half of its width. 
Duh! Even the best rubber will not remove the yuck once it is dry!

At this point, if you are the lucky owner of an older BMW, the 
fix is extremely fast and easy.  Take a sewing needle or pin, stick 
in the nozzle on your hood and gently reposition the nozzle until 
it sprays the way you need it to.  Once the total wiper sees fluid, 
the smear magically disappears! But, wait – that is too simple – 
BMW sells Tool part number 83300490513.  Shaped like a pen, 
it has the required pin and a telescoping pointer section that you 
can use to immediately see where your spray will hit.  If that is not 
enough precision, BMW supplies charts for each model showing 
where you should precisely aim nozzles.

However, if you have a late model BMW, and if your DNA 
did not include a superior and highly flexible reach matched with 
persistence, you are better off going to your dealer. The reason 
is that the late model BMW hi-tech nozzle is not only placed 

Member Cars and Garages

BMW Nozzle Tool in action on older models! The late model under hood spray nozzle with calibrated adjustments
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under the hood in a mostly unreachable position but the TORX 
screw you need to adjust is usually partially hidden by the hose. 
Depending on the model, you need either a TORX screwdriver 
or socket to turn the adjustment screw. While not easily seen, 
there are calibrated gradations marked by the screw. Clockwise 
usually raises and counter- clockwise lowers the spray. However, 
gentle is good as this nozzle assembly looks like very expensive 
plastic crap.

Then again, if some combination of the above does not 
work, the easiest solution might be to ignore the wailings of the 
passenger! Tune in next month for helpful hints for when your 
cameras gunk up and set off the piercing wail of all your distance 
and safety systems ….

BMW loves precision and these charts can be found for every modelWhat is not to love about hi-tech?

Adventures of the Past – Starting Point for new!

El Presidente Walsh’s 1M at Museum of Making 2013
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Calgary BMW 2019 435i by Yves Chanthachith

E30 Retro Road Test 2018

2013 Road Trip with stop at Alberta’s Oldest General Store
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It’s a Grilling Experience
The January Joy of Driving featuring BMW grills and the 

February issue with the new M3/M4 with its wonderous technical 
features certainly created comment from our members. It would 
appear that no amount of history or current technical wizardry 
can overcome that first impression those honking big vertical 
grills make! One can hardly wait for the new iNext – size of an 
X5 with beaver tooth air intakes that would make a F18 proud!

So, under the guise if some is good and more is better, we 
bring to you some more obscure BMW history and a unique grill 

experience spotted by one of our members.  We present the 
BMW Glas. This example sold on Bring-A-Trailer for $44K USD.

BMW acquired Hans Glas GmbH and produced 389 of the 
Glas model from September 1967 to May 1968. It came with a 
Glas developed twin overhead cam 3.0-liter V8, a four-speed 
manual transmission, four-wheel disc brakes, electronic ignition, 
and a Becker radio. Note the Roundels on the hubcaps. The 
2+2 coupe bodywork was styled by Italian designer Pietro Frua. 
Ultimately, BMW replaced it with the 2800 CS E9. However, we 
will leave it up to the reader whether the Glas headlights or grill 
captivate the most!

BMW World
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THE 2
THE FIRST-EVER BMW 2  
SERIES GRAN COUPÉ.

The NEW BMW 2 series Gran Coupé is the embodiment of a new generation of compact BMW coupés. With its 
dynamically stretched silhouette and high-quality details such as frameless doors, this model fits seamlessly 
into the premium appearance of higher-class BMW Coupés. 

EXTERIOR

Sporty, progressive design, 
frameless doors and an elegant 

coupés silhouette.

INTERIOR

Stylish ambience and a  
sophisticated, driver-oriented 

cockpit.

BOOK A TEST DRIVE TODAY!
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2% rebate on a new BMW
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