
Freude am Fahren

Official BMW Club

September 2020September 2020

Gracie’s Tale - 1976 BMW 2002
E30 & E46 Retro Road Test

Radio Replacement in an Older BMW
2001 Alpina B10 V8 Restoration & Sorting

Member’s Cars and Garages



Freude am Fahren

*Joy of Driving 2

Winter Wheel & Tire Specialists

Your Local BMW Specialists
1 - 5504 1A Street SW Calgary, AB.

403.398.9833
www.tunerworks.com

a company



Freude am Fahren

*Joy of Driving 3

President & Director, 
National Club Liaison
Greg Walsh 
403-286-2248
walsh@bmwcsa.ca

Vice-President & 
Director,  
Newsletter Editor 
Chris Tworek 
403-238-8049
tworek@bmwcsa.ca

Newsletter Production 
Editors
Margaret Cook
Michelle Belanger

Treasurer & Director
Jeff Trost
trost@bmwcsa.ca

Secretary & Director
Rainer Kahl
kahl@bmwcsa.ca

Social Media Manager 
& Director
Victor Yuen  
victor@bmwcsa.ca

Directors At Large
Gord Anderson
Brian DeBoeck 
deboeck@bmwcsa.ca
Ray Hansen 
hansen@bmwcsa.ca
Heather Mercier 
mercier@bmwcsa.ca

Event Coordinators
events@bmwcsa.ca
Greg Walsh
Bruce Borstmayer
John Bruggeman
Wallace Chow
Gerard Mercier
Victor Yuen

Membership 
Coordinator
Glen Cook 
403-274-8716 
membership@bmwcsa.ca

Webmaster
Michelle Belanger

Motorsport Coordinator
Gary Coleman
coleman@bmwcsa.ca

Welcome Committee
welcome@bmwcsa.ca
Heather Mercier
Robert Norum 

BMW Club of Southern Alberta
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which is a founding national member of the International Council of BMW Clubs.
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General email: email@bmwcsa.ca
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Facebook: BMW Club of Southern Alberta (@bmwcsa96)
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YouTube: BMW Club of Southern Alberta

Freude am Fahren [Joy of Driving] Newsletter
•  The BMW Club of Southern Alberta (BMWCSA) publishes Freude am Fahren in 

print 4 times per year and emails Joy of Driving 6 times per year.

•  Ideas and opinions are those of the authors, without authentication by or 
liability to BMWCSA, its Editors, Directors or Officers. BMWCSA reserves the 
right to modify or edit any material or submissions.

•  Material in this newsletter may describe vehicle modifications or procedures 
that may void your warranty, cause your car to fail emissions tests, or make 
your insurance company or agent unhappy. BMWCSA, its Editors, Directors 
and Officers are not responsible for any consequences that may ensue. 

•  Please send Newsletter Items and Questions to Chris Tworek at  
Tworek@bmwcsa.ca

• Please send Address Changes to Glen Cook at membership@bmwcsa.ca

Directors and Officers
Please limit phone calls to between the hours of 9:00 AM and 9:00 PM

Kalender 
Reunite with the Road
Sept 5  Cars, Coffee & Chat (CC&C), 10:00 AM to Noon Ricky’s All Day Grill 

(Deerfoot Meadows - #860, 8180 11 St SE)

Sept 9  Social & General Meeting - social starts at 6:00 PM and meeting at 
7:30 pm - 10:00 pm Location TBA

Sept 12  Sheni’s AutoTrend Eurofest – see www.eurofest.net and ad later in 
Newsletter

Oct 3  Cars, Coffee & Chat (CC&C), 10:00 AM to Noon Ricky’s All Day Grill 
(Deerfoot Meadows - #860, 8180 11 St SE)

Oct 14   Social & General Meeting - social starts at 6:00 PM and meeting at 
7:30 pm - 10:00 pm Location TBA

Nov 7  Cars, Coffee & Chat (CC&C), 10:00 AM to Noon Ricky’s All Day Grill 
(Deerfoot Meadows - #860, 8180 11 St SE)

Nov 11  Social & General Meeting - social starts at 6:00 PM and meeting at 
7:30 pm - 10:00 pm Location TBA

Nov TBA  Annual Christmas Party - TBA

Membership in BMWCSA
Membership is a family affair with many of our events devised with family par-

ticipation in mind. The family membership of $60 for one year, $105 for two years 
and $150 for three years covers all household family members.  You do not have to 
own a BMW to be a Club member! 

To join the club, download the membership form from the link below and fill 
in your details: http://bmwcsa.ca/resources/Membership-Application.pdf

For more info, or to submit your membership application, please email Glen 
Cook or Victor Yuen at: membership@bmwcsa.ca

Membership privileges include newsletters and participation in many social 
and motoring activities, plus a 15% discount on parts & lifestyle accessories at BMW 
Dealerships. After one year of membership, you will also enjoy a 2% Rebate off MRSP 
on either a new car or motorcycle from BMW Canada. This discount is based on 
MRSP and not on your negotiated price.

Also many of our advertising sponsors, whose ads appear in our newsletters, 
offer discounts to members for parts and services. Please remember to show your 
BMWCSA card and identify yourself as a club member when purchasing parts, acces-
sories and service.

On the cover: Gracie (Schenk Family 2002 featured in Newsletter) 
Chris Tworek photo.

We would like to welcome to the Club:
Bryce & Deanne Walsh 
Jeff & Karen Venables 2015 435i Gran Coupe
Aaron & Nilima Tang 2008 M3
Thomas & Susan Schenk  1976 2002, 2016 Mercedes C63S, 

2019 Mercedes GLC63S

Please Support our long-term  
Sponsors and Advertisers

• All are open offering their usual great service
• All follow all safety precautions for you and your ride
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The President’s Corner – Greg Walsh
Our Club has managed two CC&C’s, the postponed Father’s Day Drive 

and the annual BBQ with the great help and observation of all things Covid 
by our members and suppliers.

Our thanks go out to Mahendra Thanki and his staff at Ricky’s All-Day 
Grill in Deerfoot Meadows who hosted our last two CC&C’s. Mahendra 
walked the parking lot handing out free coffee and made great pains to 
provide the appropriate space and conditions inside the restaurant and on 
the well enjoyed patio.  Both days had a great turnout with many interesting 
cars and we hope to see you on the next CC&C on September 7th.

More thanks are due to the Chipperfield clan who hosted the annual 
BBQ on August 16th. While had less than 60 people rather than the usual 
100 plus, it was easy to socialize in the wide spaces including the spacious 
tent. The weather was exceptional with that nice breeze and the shady trees 
and unlike the last two years – no rain!

Again – thanks to Calgary BMW for the tent and Great Events for a 
great meal.  Bryce Walsh at Hagerty Insurance also supplied two tents. I 
must also mention the extreme generosity of many of our advertisers who 
gave a variety of great certificates and items for the silent auction. Between 
the Silent Auction and the WinedUp draw, we raised about $2000 for our 
Driver’s Education Programs such as Street Survival.  

As we speak, it looks like construction on the long-awaited Rocky 
Mountain Motorsports track at Carstairs has started. We wish them all suc-
cess and speed and many of our members who have memberships at the 
Track are looking forever to next season.  In the vein, we hear of many track 
cars being made ready.

Our September issue is all about our members and their cars.  Our 
Editor would like to continue featuring your ride or your project.  Give Chris 
a call at 403-238-8049 or tworek@bmwcsa.ca as he is always willing to help 
a story along with interviews and shooting the odd photo.

 Our Club succeeds because its members step forward. Thank you All!

I wish you joy of your BMW.
Greg Walsh

BBQ Generations

Even the cars socially distanced!

Lots of room and a served meal!

Sheni’s Autotrend brought out several cars including the E30 M3 and the 850 E31

In house dyno – axle mounted – no tire wear – baseline run $180
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Gracie’s Tale - 1976 BMW 2002
Editor’s Note: BMWCSA’s mission has always been to facilitate social 

and driving events for the benefit of the family membership.  We like to pro-
mote the enjoyment and sharing of the goodwill and the fellowship derived 
from owning a BMW or other fun vehicle. 

The car world is filled with stories – from barn finds to cubic dollar 
rebuilds but the most interesting are the family rebuilds and the folks that 
lend a hand along the way. Gracie is the story of a three generation family 
rebuild – fascinating in itself, but as Thomas Schenk, son in law of John and 
Lyla Chipperfield, who host our annual BBQ, will tell you, it is also a story of the 
car community who always seem to have that part you need or some techni-
cal solving insight. There is much camaraderie and generosity along the way.

Gracie’s Story
This particular 1976 BMW 2002 was sold new in Vancouver and the 

second owner brought the car to Alberta in the early 1980’s. Thomas pur-
chased it from him in the spring of 2010.

When the car was found in the South Calgary community of Haysboro, 
it had been sitting for roughly 10 years. The previous owner didn’t even have 
the windshield wipers installed, because the car never saw rain days, never 
mind Alberta winters since the early 80s. This was about as solid of a BMW 
2002 as Thomas had ever seen, with none of the usual rust issues. It was 
period modified, including a dual Weber carburetor setup, Momo steering 
wheel, and Recaro front seats. 

Over the next 10 years, the 02 became known as “Gracie” because she 

was both anthracite gray and she

liked to race. Gracie was driven and enjoyed. Over this time, it served 
as Thomas and Susan’s wedding car, participated in the June 2013 BMW 
Club Father’s Day drive, and appeared at the Club 2016 BBQ, which was 
the switch over from the Hogarth to Chipperfield acreages. The old girl also 
made many an evening trip for ice cream on warm summer evenings.

However, while she was fun, expectations grew, plans were made, and 
wish lists created for an eventual overhaul including a 5-speed swap, limited 
slip differential, Alpina wheels, e24 rear seat, upgraded camshaft and engine 
internals, refresh of the Weber DCOE 45’s, and re-upholstered Recaros... 

Many nights were spent on the internet learning what parts comple-
mented other parts and who made what adapters, where one could source 
new pistons, and what would make a reliable street hot rod. Want ads were 
put out and local classified sites were scoured. Many BMW enthusiasts 
were met across Alberta. The drive to Edmonton for a Getrag 245 5-speed, 
168mm limited slip, and a set of e24 rear seats in navy plus discussions 
with folks at Aardvark Racing, Ireland Engineering, and VAC Motorsports 
along with the numerous BMW 2002 build threads online helped solidify 
the path forward.

In November of 2019, the means and time presented themselves to start 
on the project with the help of his father, who had spent about 50 years in 
the automotive business. They removed the entire driveline, and dissembled 
every nut and bolt on the motor. They went through everything, made a list of

components that needed to be replaced. As parts were ordered but not 

Father’s Day Drive 2013
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yet delivered, the cleaning and prepping process began on the chassis and 
engine components that would be re-used.

Acquired parts included:

•  Aardvark Racing 5-speed swap kit, complete with a shortened and 
balanced drive shaft

•  5-speed Getrag 245 (from a 1983 320i) replacement for tired old 
4-speed transmission

•  Rebuilt limited slip differential from Aardvark Racing, with an Alpina 
cover to increase the oil capacity and help with cooling … and 
mainly just because it looked bitchin!

•  Forged pistons from Ross Racing out of California and connecting 
rods from Ireland Engineering (weight savings of 20-25% off of the 
factory pistons and an increase in compression to 10:1)

•  Coated rod and main bearings (common point of wear on the M10)

•  Upgraded oil pump and light-weight starter from the late 80’s M3S14 
motor  

•  Dr. Schrick 292 high lift Camshaft

• Light-weight aluminum flywheel

• 123 Ignition to allow for custom advance settings

• Upgraded coil and plug wires

•  Supersprint exhaust out of Italy, with an Ireland Engineering high 
flow header

•  Upgraded cooling system with an Ireland Engineering aluminum 
radiator and electric fan kit

•  1984 318i alternator (upgrade from a 35-amp stock unit to an 
80-amp unit)

•  Relocation of the battery to the trunk

•  New low-pressure fuel pump mounted in the trunk

•  Re-upholstered period Recaro’s (by Chinook Auto Upholstery in 
Calgary)

•  Black carpet kit from Only02.com

•  A set of Coco Mats – because no vintage BMW should be without them!

•  Bluetooth stereo with hands free and new speakers

•  Light-weight sound deadening materials to reduce road noise 

•  And numerous new bits and pieces from Autohaus AZ and Pelican 
Parts

Father’s Day Drive 2020

Haysboro find - 10 years waiting for us!
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The rebuild process provided an opportunity for father and son to bond 
for many weekends and even provided an opportunity for Thomas’s 3-year-old 
son to be involved, vacuuming and using the cordless impact while Thomas 
was under the car holding the nuts for the relocated battery tray. 

The project took a little less than 6 months working every second or 
third weekend and brought three generations closer, as new appreciations 
for each other’s skill sets was formed.

However – note the paint – it was refreshed in the early 1980s and 
hasn’t been touched since…only buffed out and looks great after all these 
years!

Is it fun?  Oh yes – those estimated 160-170 ponies and the next to 
nothing weight make this one enjoyable ride! It was one of those family 
moments recreating the 2013 Highwood Pass Father’s Day photo on the 

Undercarriage before & after

Nothing some new parts ....

“More better” after rebuild & new 5-Speed
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rescheduled 2020 drive making 
one more memory.

When asked if all of the 
“improvements” were worth 
it, a big smile crept across 
Thomas’s face. “Absolutely! 
Although, I’m not sure I notice a 
big performance upgrade from 

the “light-weight” starter. The drivetrain, suspension and wheel/tire combo 
create a very nimble, balanced, and well handling car. Also, my 3-year-old 
thinks that we built the car for him… so I guess I just might need to build 
another one for myself…”  

Story by Thomas & Susan Schenk;  
Photos by Thomas Schenk and Chris Tworek

Hard to believe 40-year-old paint!

Head mechanic!

Fitting in 635i rear seat

Redone upholstery

Weighing new piston and connecting rod
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Middle finger to speed camera costs German man more than E1500
And just when you thought Cancel Culture and other progressive move-

ments were the new normal, a young German BMW driver upped the cost of 
his speeding ticket by a factor of 75!

In a moment of spirited driving his X5 in Germany, the young lad gave 
the middle finger to one of the speed cameras that now patrol some auto-
bahn on-ramps.

The local Polizei were so humored that they upped they upped his fine 
by 75 times. Not 75 Euros. Seventy-five times.

What would have been a measly 20-Euro fine (about $31 Canadian) – 
for going 81 kilometres an hour in a 70-km/h zone – became 
1,500 Euros once Officialdom saw the single-digit hello. 
Making sure the message was heard, the Kulmbach district 
court threw in a one-month suspension of his license.

It’s not exactly clear what statute our superhero violated 
but it seems “insulting the police” covers a wide range of 
possibilities although driving with one hand might have con-
stituted distracted driving. Obviously, Comedy Central is not on 
the Polizei’s training calendar.

Theoretically, free speech (and some humour) still 
applies in North America but “Yes, Officer” just might keep 
your Visa card from melting. Can’t wait to hit our next 
European Tour!

Our dubious thanks to sharp eyed member Roger Harmston and 
researched from various world sources 

BMW World
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It’s easy for a group of individuals to form a club around a common 
interest. What makes a club truly stand out as something special is the col-
lective intrinsic desire of its members to make that common pursuit fun, 
interesting and relevant. It also helps to have an excellent collection of 
specimens and the generosity and trust to share one’s prized toys.

The September 2018 Freude am Fahren had the E39 Retro Road Test. 
It was a glorious Sunday afternoon and a tremendous amount of fun testing 
retro rockets from the highly modified to the box stock.  The article was even 
re-published by BimmerLife and got quite a few international comments.

And from this beginning, the genesis of a similar E30 & E46 Retro Road 
Test was born. On a late fall day in 2019, a similar group got together and 
had a ball doing what classic BMW models do best – hitting the pavement 
from High River to Longview Hall to Sheep River Falls and back.

No good road trip starts without some easy discussion and a few lattes 
and cappuccinos, compliments of our gracious and generous High River 
barista, Gerard Mercier. If the group was not wired in anticipation of the 
drive, then they were certainly wired as they headed off. 

The cars that were lucky enough to see some pavement that day were: 
E30 M3, E30 318is, two E46 M3 cabriolets, two E46 M3 coupes with modi-
fications and an E46 330xi. Playing the E30’s against their later E46 brothers 
was reflective – the E30’s are in a class by themselves for fun performance 
while the E46’s show more refinement and technology.

E30 1991 318is of Conrad Chow
The 318is was the channeling of the vaunted 2002 spirit to those that 

could not afford the M3. It introduced the new 16 valve DOHC 1.8-liter four-
cylinder M42 engine with fuel injection and 134 HP and 126 ft-lb of torque. 
Weighing in around 1200 kg with sporty suspension, it was a highly afford-
able family pocket rocket usually priced under $20,000. The “is” stood for 
fuel injection and sport.

Conrad has meticulously restored his 318 doing pretty much all the 
work himself. He rebuilt the prop shaft and installed Supersprint exhaust, 
poly bushings for trailing arms, Bilstein shocks, H&R springs/sway bars plus 
new links, brake lines, fuel lines and parking brake cables. Along the way, he 

rebuilt the brakes and the limited slip differential and added a Turner chip, 
new clutch, rebuilt shifter links, and new headlights.  

Every rusty bolt and hardware bit related to the work above was 
replaced with new genuine BMW parts.  The trailing arms, differential, and 
rear subframe were powder coated professionally.

On the drive, The lineal connection of the E30 to E46 was immediately 
apparent through its road feel and performance. Yes, there were the “to-
be-expected” differences attributable to their respective production age and 
associated technology of that time, but the feel and fun-factor were unmis-
takably classic “3 Series”. Acceleration was immediate and cornering and 
all-around agility was impressive and delivered much of the goods that E46 
drivers have been accustomed to. 

However, after 15 minutes or so, you spend less time comparing 
the two cars and more time immersed in the joy of driving (and no pun 
intended). It was impressing and pleasing by how solid the car was after all 
these years because of how that translated to its agility and handling. It gave 
hope that E46’s would age as well.

E30 M3 of Wallace Chow
• November 15, 1989 production date, 1990 model year

• 105,000 miles 

• Brilliant Red 

• S14 2.3l Engine rated for 192 hp (US Spec)

• 5 speed Getrag 265/5 manual transmission

• Pretty much stock everything

• Bought in 2018 from Phoenix, originally a San Francisco car

The E30 M3 - Wow! What a treat! The performance chromosomes 
passed down from the E30 M5 to the E46 M3 were clearly more evident in 
this ride experience. Placing your hand on the door of the most iconic M3 
literally gave chills. 

After turning the key, those race lines quickly rendered the sport feel 
of a thoroughbred. It is very responsive, handles very well and really makes 

E30 & E46 Retro Road Test
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you have an appreciation for the engineering. You can definitely tell it is an 
M car as it begs for that right pedal to be pressed harder and to be thrown 
through the corners and curves. It is a very forgiving car as one of us hit a 
patch of loose gravel on one curve just before Long View Hall but the car 
didn’t get out of shape and only needed minor input from the steering wheel.

Everything that you liked in the E30 318is was amped-up in typical 
Motorsport fashion: acceleration, telegraphing of road feel through the 
steering and seat but with the smooth delivery of an “M’ and sheer exhilara-
tion of a truly exceptional car that makes it a classic. 

You get a Cheshire’s grin on your face while driving it. This car looks 
awesome, sounds great and is pure driving pleasure. You will want one for 
yourself!

These are the same signature elements that you come to enjoy with 
the later model E46 M3. Sure, again, there were the same “to-be-expected” 
points of departure between the E30 M3 and the E46 M3, but only as those 
differences are attributes of age and associated technology. 

The fun-factor is delivered by both cars in equal amounts, which is a 
tribute to the E30 and a welcome premonition for the longevity of the E46.

PROUD SPONSOR OF SOUTHERN ALBERTA BMW CLUB

>  paint protection fi lm   |   professional detailing   |   window tinting  <

TEL: 403.301.0222  |  EMAIL: REFINE@REFINESALON.COM
WWW.REFINEYOURRIDE.COM 

BAY 1, 5524 – 1A STREET SW CALGARY ALBERTA

1048 RFN BMWClubAd-3.indd   1 Mar 8, 2019   4:38 PM
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2003 E46 M3 Cabriolet of Gerard Mercier
• Phoenix Yellow SMG car

•  196,000 KM with Bilstein B12 package (Eibach Springs, Bilstein 
shocks, stock M3 sway bars) which lowers car 1 to 1.5 inches 

•  Brembo BMW Performance 6 piston front calipers with ECS Tuning 
two piece drilled rotors and performance pads on front and 
matched rear ECS rotors and pads with stock calipers painted to 
match the yellow front calipers 

• Dinan cat back exhaust

• SMG programming upgrade

• Hamman 19” two-piece wheels, Michelin Pilot tires 

• Vanos and rod bearing service done. 

• Head unit updated with Dynavin for connectivity. 

• Engine is stock with no mods.

The 2003 was still a solid and sound car, which concealed its year and 
mileage. It still had a very solid feel which came across well when cornering. 
While the modifications enhanced the performance, there was some feeling 
that the Dinan improvements to Ray Hansen’s E46 Coupe gave a slightly more 
balanced feeling.

There were two thoughts on the SMG which in this car is an early itera-
tion of this transmission design – if you had previous SMG experience, you 
tended to enjoy the paddle shifters especially when cornering although you 
still had to watch the shift points. If you were not SMG experienced, it was a 
big acclimatization and you were left with the feeling that unless you were an 
astronaut or a BMW Motorsport Engineer, this transmission was an acquired 
taste better left in a Museum. Regardless, it was a trend setter and paved the 
way for refined versions of the hybrid transmission which is quite common 
today in most performance cars. 

With the top down, you get to listen to the beautiful note of the Dinan 
exhaust while enjoying the sunshine.

2005 M3 Cabriolet 3 pedal manual of  
Gerard Mercier

•  Phoenix Yellow with Kiwi interior (1 of 3 cars produced in 2005 in 
this combination)

•  27,900 KM 100% original car (rear tires changed at 17,000 KM). No 
accidents, clean CarFax. 

•  19”-wheel package, no navigation, manual trans car.

If you liked the 2003 Cabriolet, you were in love with this car. It drives 
and feels like a new car and even has the new car smell! It transports you 
back in time when you took delivery your new ride.

It was a gorgeous day so we had the top down and with the wind 
deflector up and there was minimum wind turbulence in the passenger 
compartment. As with any well maintained M3, it handles extremely well 
and is a pleasure to drive. This car is definitely meant for sunny days and a 
weekend getaway.

2003 E46 M3 Coupe of Ray Hansen
• Manual 6 speed

•  Dinan Kit: suspension (with front and rear sway and torsion bars), 
valve and throttle body kit, air-mass system, short shifter, rear dif-
ferential and exhaust.  

• Brembo brakes and HRE wheels: 255/front & 285/rear.

The M3 Coupe with manual gearbox was so smooth and precise, with 
a pleasant exhaust note complimented by tasteful modifications with no 
compromises on the modifications. All mods were done well and were all 
reversible if necessary. The large wheel and tire package did not appear to 
hamper the ride at all and made the stance look much better filling the wheel 
wells out. The aftermarket wheels look very appropriate for the car and are 
an improvement over the factory wheels. The brake, suspension wheel tire 
setup were all performance upgrades without making the ride harsh in any 
way. The meticulous attention to detail on the car was evident throughout. 
Dinan upgrades as well as other upgrades were all done well.
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2004 E46 330xi Sedan of Victor Yuen
• Schwarz 2 (Black)

• 3.0L Inline 6 (M54 – 225 HP) with 6 Speed Manual (AWD)

• 208000 km mileage and counting

•  Dinan High Flow Intake, Throttle Body, High Flow Exhaust with 
Dinan Stage 3 software

• Dinan front strut tower brace and rear strut brace

• Stoptech cross drilled rotors

• Eonon Android headunit

• Cosmetic changes for a personal touch

The 330Xi is very nice to drive – smooth, good steering and pulls 
strongly with good torque. Car had a very solid feeling for an older car with 
no squeaks or rattles. 

This and Conrad’s 318is were the sleepers of the group both of which 
put the fun back into daily driving.  While not as storied as the M cars, this 
330xi was a surprisingly sporty hauler with very crisp steering, balanced 
handling and enough oomph to make this the legendary sports sedan that 
cemented BMW’s reputation as daily drivers’ cars.  Without having the raw 
power of their M cousins, both are fun, tossable, momentum cars that beg 
you to take the corners with a grin on your face.  The 3.0L inline 6 was a 
pleasure to rev up and down its entire range.  

2006 E46 M3 Coupe of Victor Yuen
• Carbonschwarz Metallic (Carbon Black Metallic)

• 3.2L Inline 6 (S54 – 333 HP) with 6 Speed Manual (RWD)

• 78000 km mileage and counting

• Stoptech big brake kit with slotted rotors

• Active Autowerke exhaust with cat delete

• UUC front strut tower brace and Turner Motorsport rear strut brace

• UUC short shifter

• Eonon Android headunit

• Cosmetic changes for a personal touch

The modifications are extensive almost like a setup for a weekend war-
rior track car. It is much louder than Ray Hansen’s M3. However, it is a very 
fun car to drive and highly responsive acceleration and handling. 

All in all – just another highly enjoyable afternoon doing what we 
like best!

Article and photos: Conrad and Wallace Chow,  
Ray Hansen, Gerard Mercier and Victor Yuen

#14, 3300-14 Avenue NE
Calgary, AB  T2A 6J4

403-288-5166
info@continentalautobody.ca

www.continentalautobody.ca
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If you appreciate the look of a well-preserved stock BMW this is for 
you.  I was in need of a new radio as my original one was not working and 
the screen was damaged.  After many hours of research, I came across 
the Continental TR7412UB-OR. This radio comes with USB and Bluetooth. 
This means that you can stream Bluetooth audio, charge your device and 
also answer phone calls.  The radio even comes with an auxiliary micro-
phone. I opted not to use the microphone as the radio’s internal one 
seems to do the trick. I was able to source the radio at Sheni’s Auto-Trend.  

In order to connect the radio to my factory wiring harness, I chose to 
purchase a wiring harness adaptor from Amazon. Overall, I am happy with 
the radio and would recommend it to anyone looking to keep a factory 
original look.  My next step will be upgrading the speakers. 

The installation process is below.  If you are adventurous, you 
might be interested in installing the radio yourself. However if you have 
never done it before or are not comfortable you should get it done by 
a professional. 

1. You will need to open the two square covers on the radio to 
access the screws.  Next you will need to use an Allan key to turn the 
screws.  The radio should slide out after this. Next disconnect the wiring 
and antenna cable. 

This step is optional if you have a factory amplifier.  Because the radio 
puts out too much power to the amplifier, you will need to connect the two 
harnesses this way. The forums said if you connect the wires normally you 
will get distortion.  If you do not have the amplifiers, connect the wires 
normally. 

 

2. Solder and heat shrink the wires from the two harnesses.

Radio Replacement in an Older BMW
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3. Install the cage that came with the new radio into the radio opening 
and connect the wires and antenna. Then slide the new radio into the open-
ing until it clicks into place. Lastly install the trim ring that came with the 
new radio.

Here is a picture of the radio at night. Unfortunately the orange light 
isn’t exactly the same as the factory components.  If there is a negative this 
is it. 

 Article and photos by Ben Alleckna of Fix Auto Calgary South Central
Get a peak at Member’s Cars and Garages on page 18.
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Back in late 2017, Gerard Mercier bought a rare B10 Alpina (E39 5 
Series) through a Japanese Auction.  The car looked good and the price 
was realistic.

Why buy an B10 Alpina rather than an M5 E39? Rarity would be the 
answer. Between 1998-2003, there were 20,482 E39 M5’s built (for all mar-
kets) and there were only 1,206 Alpina B10 E39 sedans built.

Gerard’s  B10 V8/1 is number 88 of which only 203 were pro-
duced and is in the Alpina Archive listing: https://www.alpina-archive.
com/?p=4435&nmt=B10-V8-088-1

There are 136 of the 203 produced in the Alpina Archives, some of 
which are dismantled, and, of those still existing, approximately 50 are 
Alpina Blue in colour. 

Even the wheels on Gerard’s car are rare:  They are 19” which was an 
option on the V8/1 cars and standard on the V8S models. The number of 
cars produced with the 19” wheels is unknown but considered very rare. 

Three years later the car is immaculate thanks to continual attention 
to careful restoration. The latest sojourn was through Fix Auto South Center 
and Refine Automotive Salon. Fix Auto meticulously repainted the front clip, 
some body parts and roof and polished out the car to a consistent gleam.  
Many body parts were replaced or restored along the way.  

Refine put XPEL Ultimate Plus paint protection film on the front clip, 
doors below the side moldings, A pillars and leading edge of the windshield. 
In addition, they spent hours carefully reapplying the Alpina decal package.  
This job was not easy – Alpina makes the decal kit to fit a variety of models 
and each piece is longer than needed for a particular panel.  It took Richard 
Bilow and his crew hours to research the proper position and look for the 
B10 and apply each correctly aligned. Not exactly your AMT 3 in 1 model kit!

And then there is the replacement of the headliner which was going 
swimmingly until it was discovered that the Alpina sun roof is a tad different, 
with a solid moon roof rather than a glass roof which required a different 
seal than a regular E39 5 series …

There is actually a long but familiar story about restoring this prized 
ride – sometimes it is the purchase condition but even long ownership 
requires something more than a bit of wax. Here are but a few of the items 
Gerard had to tackle on the road to true pride of ownership: 

• Remove miscellaneous aftermarket electronics 

• Convert Japanese to North American frequency radio

• Replace dried out and cracked tires

• Recharge AC

•  Fix Leaks - Valve cover, upper timing cover and valley pan gaskets, 
alternator housing

• Machine front rotors to fix front brake vibration 

• Repair bodywork

 - Previous body work on right rear and rear bumper

 -  Paint damage and dent on left front fender by headlight / dull 
paint around fuel door

 - Dents all along right side of car

 - Left front door impact strip loose as clips were broken 

 - Pin striping old and fading/flaking

 - Chrome trim discolored (oxidized) 

 - Headlights foggy and dull - no DOT marks or on tail lights 

• Program Daytime Running Lights 

• Restore Interior:

 - Air bag didn’t fit in steering wheel properly 

 - Headliner sagging - replace with M sport model 

 - Left front wood trim in dash not installed properly 

 - Center ashtray lid broken 

• Fix remote key locking/unlocking 

• Correct bent tabs on right front wheel cap 

The process started with the mechanical items which added up to a 
significant amount of work. While the car has low KM on it, it appears that it 
was outside a fair bit. Thus, the clear coat and paint needed to be corrected. 
Some of the minor body and paint work that had been done in the past was 
also of poor quality and needed to be repaired. 

Before the paint work was done the interior and steering wheel were 
reconditioned to nearly original condition quite painstakingly. 

2001 Alpina B10 V8 Restoration & Sorting
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It was a long list of items that brought the car to a very high standard 
with only the wheels still needing a minor refinishing. 

Some are nickel and dime and others you really don’t want to talk 
about! But I am proud of her now!

Article and photos by Gerard Mercier 
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Ralph Harding’s Barn
Our Oregon member Ralph Harding has a few nifty rides in his barn.  

The building was a stock barn that he stripped to the bones and rebuilt with 
a full concrete floor with lots of power outlets, insulation, etc.  The pictures 
on the walls are from a local dealer and used to grace their showroom until 
they built a new store.

The M6 has been to the top of Pikes Peak, and the 3.0 CS toured B.C. 
and Alberta, both in Goetz Pfafflin organized BMW Classic Car Club events. 
(These Tours got our Club to organize our Dolomites, Appalachians and 
Switzerland Tours.) 

The CS is a 1973, “improved” with a 3.5 injected motor from an early 
e23, dogleg 5-speed, and Carl Nelson’s lowered suspension.  The 1987 M6 
was a rescue and has been given new paint, an engine rebuild, and full 
leather anthracite interior instead of the original Lotus white.  

The 1987 325 ic is also a rescue and is a work in progress with some 
mechanical issues still to be sorted now that the rust has been taken care.  
The 1991 M3 is a bone-stock 185k all original survivor except for some 
paintwork in the rear after a cousin spun out and took down a fence post 
with the bumper.  The cousin sold Ralph the car because he didn’t like the 
steering feel! 

Combined with the 2016 B6 and the 1991 850 pictured last month, 
that’s the fleet.  Well, except for the 5 (I think) 2002s laying around, one of 
which actually runs.

The 850 is showed on ”Ralph’s Road” on a recent Classic Tour in the 
NE US.

Wife Teri has a 1998 Jaguar XK8 in British Racing Green over 
Cashmere, but we can’t talk about it as this is not that type of Newsletter ….

 

Tour Canada
The Other Province

Andy Brown sent this shot of his X3 on Hwy 99 West of Lillooet B.C. So 
many Great Roads to enjoy in our own back yard.

 

Sheep River
An easy drive just past Black Diamond, is the Sheep River Falls 

Provincial Park. There are many scenic vistas and hiking opportunities 
…. did we mention a twisty road? Due to the current popularity of getting 
out, this park is best explored early in the day! Gerard Mercier’s B6 Alpina 
Touring shown in photo by Chris Tworek.

Member’s Cars and Garages
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Jamie Carmichael’s 1991 850 E31
Part of last year’s 850 / 750 Hanger Find Story, Jamie got the 6 speed 

850 and spent the past winter bringing the car to a highly detailed state. The 
numerous leaks were fixed and the interior was totally buffed and cleaned.  
The AC Schnitzer after-market wheels, although rare, where traded for a 
more period correct BMW Parallel Spoke rim. However, the real story is the 
hours that went into totally restoring the paint – if you want to see “mirror 
black a mile deep”, you have to admire Jamie’s work – the photos don’t do 
it justice!

   

Gerard Mercier – Wheel Finishing
Elsewhere in the Newsletter we have a story about Gerard’s Alpina. As 

he does not want jealousy breaking out among his rides, he recently had 
the M Parallel Spoke Wheels for his 1998 E39 5 Series restored at Cyruline 
Automotive Restoration Service in Houston, Texas. They specialize in restor-
ing wheels for all makes and specifically BMW. Many hours went into refur-
bishing and polishing these rims. (For details on this ride, see E39 Resto 
Road Test in September 2018 Freude am Fahren)
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THE 2
THE FIRST-EVER BMW 2  
SERIES GRAN COUPÉ.

The NEW BMW 2 series Gran Coupé is the embodiment of a new generation of compact BMW coupés. With its 
dynamically stretched silhouette and high-quality details such as frameless doors, this model fits seamlessly 
into the premium appearance of higher-class BMW Coupés. 

EXTERIOR

Sporty, progressive design, 
frameless doors and an elegant 

coupés silhouette.

INTERIOR

Stylish ambience and a  
sophisticated, driver-oriented 

cockpit.

BOOK A TEST DRIVE TODAY!

NORTH CALGARY
BMW Gallery

7699 - 110 Avw NW 
Calgary, AB

403.275.6492
info@bmwgallery.ca

bmwgallery.ca

SOUTH CALGARY
Calgary BMW

34 Heritage Meadows Rd SE 
Calgary, AB

403.275.6492
info@calgarybmw.ca

calgarybmw.ca

INTELLIGENT  
PERSONAL ASSISTANT

Provides you with advice and 
assistance on the road.

BMWCSA members:
15% off parts and 
lifestyle accessories
2% rebate on a new BMW

Test drive today.

Calgary BMW
34 Heritage Meadows Rd SE
Calgary, AB
403.253.0338
info@calgarybmw.ca
calgarybmw.ca
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SAVE $1,950
WITH BMW NO-CHARGE 

SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE


