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YouTube: BMW Club of Southern Alberta

Kalender
Video Conference Events via Cisco WebEx
Jun 7	Cars, Coffee & Chat, 10:00 am to noon
Contact: victor@bmwcsa.ca for invite
Jun 10	Social & General Meeting - social starts at 7:00 PM and meeting
at 7:30 pm - 10:00 pm
Contact: victor@bmwcsa.ca for invite

Freude am Fahren [Joy of Driving] Newsletter
•	The BMW Club of Southern Alberta (BMWCSA) publishes Freude am Fahren in
print 4 times per year and emails Joy of Driving 6 times per year.
•	Ideas and opinions are those of the authors, without authentication by or
liability to BMWCSA, its Editors, Directors or Officers. BMWCSA reserves the
right to modify or edit any material or submissions.
•	Material in this newsletter may describe vehicle modifications or procedures
that may void your warranty, cause your car to fail emissions tests, or make
your insurance company or agent unhappy. BMWCSA, its Editors, Directors
and Officers are not responsible for any consequences that may ensue.
•	Please send Newsletter Items and Questions to Chris Tworek at
Tworek@bmwcsa.ca

SAVE THE DATE
See President’s Corner for Details
Jun 21

Father’s Day Drive

August TBA Annual BBQ

Please Support our long-term
Sponsors and Advertisers
• All are open offering their usual great service
• All follow all safety precautions for you and your ride

• Please send Address Changes to Glen Cook at membership@bmwcsa.ca

Directors and Officers

Membership in BMWCSA

Please limit phone calls to between the hours of 9:00 AM and 9:00 PM

President & Director,
National Club Liaison
Greg Walsh
403-286-2248
walsh@bmwcsa.ca
Vice-President &
Director,
Newsletter Editor
Chris Tworek
403-238-8049
tworek@bmwcsa.ca
Newsletter Production
Editors
Margaret Cook
Michelle Belanger
Treasurer & Director
Jeff Trost
trost@bmwcsa.ca
Secretary & Director
Rainer Kahl
kahl@bmwcsa.ca

Social Media Manager
& Director
Victor Yuen
victor@bmwcsa.ca
Directors At Large
Gord Anderson
Brian DeBoeck
deboeck@bmwcsa.ca
Ray Hansen
hansen@bmwcsa.ca
Heather Mercier
mercier@bmwcsa.ca
Event Coordinators
events@bmwcsa.ca
Greg Walsh
Bruce Borstmayer
John Bruggeman
Wallace Chow
Gerard Mercier
Victor Yuen

Membership
Coordinator
Glen Cook
403-274-8716
membership@bmwcsa.ca

Membership is a family affair with many of our events devised with family participation in mind. The family membership of $60 for one year, $105
for two years and $150 for three years covers all household family members.
You do not have to own a BMW to be a Club member!

Webmaster
Michelle Belanger

To join the club, download the membership form from the link
below and fill in your details: http://bmwcsa.ca/resources/MembershipApplication.pdf

Motorsport Coordinator
Gary Coleman
coleman@bmwcsa.ca
Welcome Committee
welcome@bmwcsa.ca
Heather Mercier
Robert Norum

For more info, or to submit your membership application, please email
Glen Cook or Victor Yuen at: membership@bmwcsa.ca
Membership privileges include newsletters and participation in many
social and motoring activities, plus a 15% discount on parts & lifestyle accessories at BMW Dealerships. After one year of membership, you will also
enjoy a 2% Rebate off MRSP on either a new car or motorcycle from BMW
Canada. This discount is based on MRSP and not on your negotiated price.
Also many of our advertising sponsors, whose ads appear in our newsletters, offer discounts to members for parts and services. Please remember
to show your BMWCSA card and identify yourself as a club member when
purchasing parts, accessories and service.

On the cover: Ionic i8 with its classic cousins by BMW Press Group

We would like to welcome to the Club:
Amy & Eric Struyk
2016 X5
2011 335i
Stephen Anctil
2013 335 xDrive
Jason Johnson & Bryan Lazatin
2018 X3 M40i	2020 M2
Competition
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The President’s Corner – Greg Walsh
The joys of spring! There was some construction at our home last fall;
it left our lawn in partial disarray. A couple of weeks ago, Marie and I put
shovel and rake to ground and reseeded. Now in Covid-19 suspension, my
time is occupied watching the grass grow. It‘s more rewarding than watching paint dry!
Your Club’s movers and shakers are examining the variety of rules and
regulations that govern in what our group of people may collectively engage.
It all seems to depend on if we are inside or out, how many of us are present
and what our intent is. Nothing is straight forward as the information seems
to be updated daily. We want to have fun BUT no one wants to be the source
of contagion.
With all that in mind, it is possible that we might be able to have some
form of Father’s Day Drive. We are doing our best to devise a fun and safe
day’s drive. Please keep the date open in your calendar (Sunday June 21).
We will let you know via an email-blast what is planned and
how to register.
The monthly social/business meeting is still being held on the second
Wednesday evening of each month. It is, however, by Video-Conferencing
rather than in person. If you wish to participate please drop Victor Yuen a
line (victor@bmwcsa.ca) and he will provide you the link.

Looking further forward, I am pleased that our BBQ host has let us
know that they are willing to share their acreage again this August. Your
event coordinators are busy designing a Covid safe function. Details will be
presented in the next newsletter and by email.
We have heard from Dominic Young of Rocky Mountain Motorsports
that the track at Carstairs is still on the books and proceeding despite hickups caused by the pandemic. They are now aiming at car-ready asphalt by
June 2021.
I am pleased to say that all of our sponsors/advertisers are open
for business. These have been trying times for them. They are following all
Covid protocols and ensuring the safety of customers and their rides. Please
do keep them in mind and support them!
I regret, however, to report that The Block Restaurant, where we had
so many great CC&C sessions, has announced that it has closed. We can only
hope that someone takes over this business and that we can continue our
CC&C’s there once conditions allow. Meanwhile we are open to all suggestions for an alternative location.
Our Club succeeds because its members step forward. Thank you All!
I wish you joy of your BMW.
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2020 BMW 530I X-Drive
When I think back to when I first read about BMW cars, editor’s
comments were centered on how the big sedans felt like sports cars. With
great engines and gearboxes and suspension systems, these cars created
a sporty feeling of security on the road without beating you senseless like
North American sports coupes of the time. I could not get enough of these
reviews about BMW cars. The 5 series were always the Goldilocks car size.
Big enough to meet the needs of a family and still small enough to fit in
the garage easily. I personally had a 1984 533i that I fell in love with. In
the 1980’s the BMW M5 rocked the car world and things would never be
the same going forward. Fast forward to 2020 and the world has changed.
Sedans have been mostly replaced by SUV’s (or SAV’s as BMW likes to
call them). Some manufacturers are even dropping production on cars
altogether to focus on the fat part of the market, trucks and SUV’s. So, I
wondered, does a larger size BMW sedan still make sense? Will it meet your
needs for comfort and utility, yet providing you a feeling of sportiness that
stirs your soul? To find out, I took an extended test drive in BMW’s 5 series
base model, the 530i X-Drive. This is what I found.
First, I wanted to figure out what specs the car had before I got behind
the wheel, so off to BMW Canada website. Well that was a waste of time.
Couldn’t find much there. It took a few Google searches to figure out the
530i is powered by a 2.0-liter 4-cylinder engine. Calgary BMW did provide
me the technical specs so I could quote the correct numbers. The twin
turbo engine is an award-winning engine for BMW and makes good power
and torque for its size (248 bhp & 258 lb. ft. of torque). The motor also
is a mostly silent smooth partner (part of a 5 series DNA). The question

is, is this enough power? When you look at the numbers (0-100 Kph in 6
seconds) the answer is yes. However, when I drive the car it seems to leave
me just wanting a little more grunt. BMW cars of the past, like today, were
mostly silent but they had a muted sound of power. A sound deep under
the hood that made you feel that there was more there when you needed it.
Modern turbo engines don’t make those sounds when the turbine wheels get
spinning. This car sounds much like a VW Golf R at full chat.
The rest of the car is all business and luxury. The Sport seats (optional) were comfortable and supportive. The “iDrive” is easy to use when
parked and I was able to set up the features available with ease. There is
a lot to choose from in comfort, convenience and performance. I loved
the cool dash display screen (no real dials any more). It changed appearance with the driving mode. The heads-up display is also cool, but I found
if I was wearing my polarized sun-glasses, I could barely see it and setting
the brightness to max had no effect. The car is full of convenience features
like soft close doors, front and rear heated seats, a power trunk lid, power
headrests and power tilt steering wheel with memory. It’s a long list. After a
few minutes of playing with the settings, I was ready to go so I set off to find
out if this BMW still stirs the soul.
I had a beautiful day to enjoy a drive in the country and felt it would give
me an opportunity to experience the car in different driving situations. Car
designs can only be a compromise of different performance objectives and
this 530i is no different. Ride is a main focus for this sector and the base
model 5 series does a stellar job of providing a smooth one in comfort mode
and becomes just sporty enough in sport mode. You only have to press the

As Driven with Winter shoes
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Attractive from all angles

Comfortable for 5 for any distance

Summer tires and rims

car in a corner to know this is not an SUV. There is very little body roll and
steering feel is good as the speeds increase. BMW has worked to improve its
electric power steering and this was as good as I have sampled. At highway
speeds, the cabin was quiet and relaxed considering the winter boots that
were still mounted. I was impressed. I drove the back roads around Priddis
and the car absorbed bumps and carved the curves like a BMW should. The
car felt lighter than its 3858 lb. curb weight. I think for a car this size with
all-wheel drive (X-Drive) being only 3858 lb. is impressive especially if you
consider an Audi A6 with a 4 cylinder of the same power is almost 4500 lbs.
I suspect the 4-cylinder engine had a big part in the light feeling of chassis.
Most of the engine is behind the front axle, giving this car the best weight
distribution of the 5 series line up at 52% front to 48% rear. Now if BMW
could just make is sound better!
To answer the question, does a 5 series sedan give you what you need
for passengers and cargo while providing the driving pleasure we love?
Would I choose it in lieu of a Midsize SUV? Well yes, because even the best
SUV’s don’t handle like a good sedan. Unless you often find a need to fold
down those rear seats and load it up with large purchases, the large 5 series
is great companion. As the day wrapped up, I asked myself the question
would I enjoy owning this car. The answer was yes. Then I asked myself
does it “spark joy” in my soul. The answer was not really. Maybe the 540i

A great Driver’s Cockpit

Yes - enough room for two golf bags or a month’s groceries

or the M550i would do just that. Hopfully I’ll get a chance to find out in
the future!
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BMW i8
•	From vision to trailblazer icon, from bestseller
to classic of the future
•	i8 Coupé and i8 Roadster nearing the end of
their production run
•	World’s most successful sports car with electrified drive
Six years after its market launch, the BMW i8 Coupé and Roadster is
nearing the end its product life cycle clearly having secured a place among
the company’s milestones.
The BMW i8 developed into the world’s most successful sports car with
an electrified drive system. With more than 20,000 units sold since 2014, it
achieved higher sales than all competitors in its segment. It laid the foundation for the BMW’s now broad range of plug-in hybrid models. BMW plans
to expand its range to include 25 electrified models by 2023, more than half
of which will run on electric power alone.
Always a crowd stopper, the concept was presented at the International
Motor Show (IAA) in Frankfurt in 2009. Enthusiastic reactions greeted the
2+2-seater sports car concept with gull-wing doors, a reinterpretation of
the typical BMW design language, plug-in hybrid system and four-wheel
drive. It was entirely geared towards aesthetics
and efficiency and met with an overwhelming
response.

optimized design, the intelligent lightweight construction and the innovative
drive concept were aimed at resolving the contradiction between dynamics
and efficiency that prevails in conventional automotive engineering.
New paths were forged with the BMW i specific vehicle architecture
and the plug-in hybrid system. The combination of a passenger cell made of
carbon fibre reinforced plastic (CFRP) with an aluminium chassis was just
as revolutionary as the intelligently controlled interaction of the combustion
engine and electric motor.
The control of its plug-in hybrid system was designed both for dynamic
power delivery and for the most efficient interaction of the two engines. The
BMW TwinPower Turbo combustion engine transfers its power to the rear
wheels. The electric motor drives the front wheels.
The result is a hybrid-specific all-wheel drive with a noticeably positive
influence on traction, agility and driving stability. This, and the spontaneous
power delivery of the electric motor with a maximum torque of 250 Nm
available immediately from standstill, means that the sporting character of
the BMW i8 also comes into its own in purely electric and therefore locally
emission-free driving. Up to 120 km/h can be reached in pure electric driving mode.

The production i8 made its world premiere at the IAA motor show in 2013 together
with the BMW i3. The double debut was the
starting signal for implementing a comprehensive electrification and sustainable driving
pleasure strategy.

The electrification strategy
launchpad
The BMW i8 was envisioned, from the
ground up, as the pioneer flagship for driving pleasure with sustainable plug-in hybrid
technology. The body structure and powertrain
were developed as a conceptual unit. The
concept of a 2+2-seater, the aerodynamically
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The combined fuel consumption: The Coupe gets 1.8 l/100 km; combined power consumption: 14.0 kWh/100 km; combined CO2 emissions:
42 g/km and the BMW i8 Roadster (combined fuel consumption: 2.0 l/100
km; combined power consumption: 14.5 kWh/100 km; combined CO2
emissions: 46 g/km).
The carbon fibre reinforced plastic (CFRP) passenger cell (life module) and the aluminium drive module with the engines, power electronics
and chassis (including structural and crash functions), enables a DIN empty
weight of less than 1,500 kilograms, and a balanced axle load distribution
in the ratio 50:50.
Also, the high-voltage battery is placed centrally and low in the vehicle,
pushing the centre of gravity down.
As a result of this innovative approach, the BMW i8 offers the driving
performance of a top-class sports car - combined with average fuel consumption at small car level.
All this contributed to the i8 becoming the Safety Car in the FIA Formula
E Championship starting in 2014.

Innovation leader even beyond BMW eDrive
drive technology.
The extensive use of CFRP in the body structure and the clearly visible
measures to reduce air resistance, set new standards in the areas of intelligent lightweight construction and aerodynamics.
Together with the BMW i3, the i8 paved the way for innovative manufacturing technologies, with which the BMW Group became a pioneer in the use
of CFRP in the industrial production of series-produced automobiles. The

experience gained at BMW i with this particularly light high-tech material
secured the BMW Group lightweight construction expertise that is unique in
the automotive industry and has since been used in the development of CFRP
components for other BMW models.
The progressive character of the BMW i8 was also evident at first
glance in the expressive yet aerodynamically optimised design of its exterior.
Its dynamic sports car proportions and the gull-wing-like doors that swing
open to the front still attract attention today. The flat front end, the almost
completely closed BMW kidney grille, air curtains in the front apron, the
covered underbody, contoured side skirts, the lines of the side section
known as Stream Flow, and the air ducts between the rear lights and the
roof frame also allow the wind to be directed in a targeted manner. It results
in a low drag coefficient (Cd value) of 0.26 and an exceptionally favourable
aerodynamic balance. The ideal ratio of air resistance and lift for driving
dynamics and safety is characteristic of this and is achieved without additional spoiler attachments.
The selection of materials for the interior and in the production of the
BMW i8 was focussed gon sustainability. The leather used for the surfaces of
the seats and instrument panel is tanned with an extract of olive tree leaves.
The starting material for the textile materials is a polyester granulate, which
comes from recycled PET, among other things.
The holistic sustainability concept that is characteristic of BMW i vehicles extends from development and design to production, use and recycling
and thus covers the entire value chain.
Not only is the proportion of recycled plastics exceptionally high, most
of the aluminium used in the BMW i8 is also either obtained by recycling or
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produced using regenerative energy. In addition, the electricity required for
the production of the BMW i8 Coupé and the BMW i8 Roadster at the BMW
plant in Leipzig comes from four wind turbines on the plant premises. The
electrical energy required for carbon fibre production in Moses Lake in the
US state of Washington is generated from 100% hydropower.
At its market launch, the BMW i8 was the world’s first series-produced
car to be equipped with innovative laser headlights. Following its world
premiere in the BMW i8, the BMW laser light was also introduced in other
models - first in the luxury sedans of the BMW 7 Series and then in numerous other model series. The BMW laser light provides particularly intensive
illumination of the road and a considerable increase in the range of the
high beam. At the same time, the energy consumption is again significantly
reduced, even compared to the already particularly efficient LED headlights.

www.continentalautobody.ca
#14, 3300-14 Avenue NE
Calgary, AB T2A 6J4

In the field of drive technology, the forefather of all plug-in hybrid
models in the BMW Group was also the pioneer of a new generation of combustion engines. A new 3-cylinder petrol engine with BMW TwinPower Turbo
technology was used for the first time in the BMW i8. The 1.5 litre engine
was characterised both by a particularly compact design and an exceptionally high specific power output. With 113 kW/154 hp per litre displacement,
a new record for BMW series models was achieved.

BMW i8 Roadster: Fresh impulses for achieving
sustainable driving pleasure.
With the world premiere of the BMW i8 Roadster, fresh impetus for sustainable driving pleasure was provided in autumn 2017. The open two-seater
offered the opportunity to experience the fascination of this visionary sports
car in the open air - a truly pure experience in purely electric drive mode.
The output of the plug-in hybrid drive was also increased for the BMW
i8 Coupé with the world premiere of the BMW i8 Roadster. Since then, the
high-voltage storage battery of both models has had a cell capacity increased
from 20 to 34 Ah and a gross energy content of 11.6 kWh. At the same time,
optimized battery cell technology made it possible to increase the peak output of the electric motor by 9 kW/12 hp to 105 kW/143 hp. In combination
with the combustion engine, this resulted in a system output of 275 kW/374
hp. The BMW i8 Coupé now accelerates from zero to 100 km/h in 4.4 seconds, while the BMW i8 Roadster takes 4.6 seconds. Both models reach a
top speed of 250 km/h. The electric range is now 55 kilometres for the BMW
i8 Coupé and 53 kilometres for the BMW i8 Roadster.
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Innovative production processes
were used in the construction of the soft
top for the roadster.
For the first time, the
aluminium connecting parts of the soft
top mechanism to the
bodywork were manufactured using a new
type of 3D printing
process. This manufacturing process for
aluminium components, which is new to
the automotive sector,
makes it possible to
produce the topologyoptimised struts in a
geometric shape that
would not be possible using conventional casting methods and ensures an optimum balance
between component rigidity and weight. Thanks to the expertise acquired
by BMW i, additive manufacturing processes can now be used for a steadily
increasing number of components and in models of various series.

A real winner right from the outset: Numerous
awards for concept, design, technology,
sustainability and driving pleasure.
No matter whether as an eye-catcher on the street or as a serial winner in jury evaluations and reader surveys: The BMW i8 impresses sports
car fans and experts time and again. Five times in a row between 2015 and
2019 its plug-in hybrid drive won at least one title at the world-renowned
“Engine of the Year Award”. In addition, the vehicle concept and technology of the BMW i8 have been awarded the “Auto Trophy” and the “Green
Mobility Trophy” of the “Auto Zeitung” car magazine, the “International Paul
Pietsch Award” of the “auto, motor und sport” car magazine and the “Car
Connectivity Award” of “auto, motor und sport” and “Chip”, among others.
The title “World Green Car” went to the plug-in hybrid sports car as well as
the class victory in the “All-Wheel Drive Car of the Year” survey.
The British “Top Gear” magazine named the BMW i8 “Car of the Year”,
as did the jury of “UK Car of the Year”. It was voted “Auto Test winner in
green” by “Auto Test” and “Ökotrend”. Renowned awards such as the iF
Design Award and the red dot Award confirmed the quality and charisma
of its design.

Trendsetting definition of luxury and exclusivity.
With their progressive and exclusive character, the BMW i8 Coupé and
Roadster are integral parts of the latest BMW product initiative in the luxury
segment. Just like the luxury sedans of the BMW 7 Series, the Sports Activity
Vehicle BMW X7 and the sports cars of the BMW 8 Series, they also provide
a unique mobility experience. In addition, the “Next Premium” character of

the two plug-in hybrid sports cars is reflected in the BMW i Pure Impulse
Experience programme created for the BMW i8. The programme for
extended dialogue with customers, which is unique in the world, provides
owners of a BMW i8 with exclusive access to visionary personalities as well
as extraordinary cultural and travel experiences.
The exclusive edition models of the BMW i8 also added a further flair of
individuality. The limited-edition models are characterized by unique design
features that make them a sought-after rarity. The BMW i8 Protonic Red
Edition was presented at the beginning of 2016. Just one year later, the BMW
i8 Protonic Frozen Black Edition and the BMW i8 Protonic Frozen Yellow
Edition followed, which will remain the most exclusive edition worldwide
with around 100 units.

Top-selling plug-in hybrid sports car and
already a milestone in the history of the BMW
Group.
The Leipzig plant is currently producing the 200 vehicles of the limited Ultimate Sophisto Edition of the BMW i8. One of the edition models
was already manufactured in December 2019 as the 20,000th unit of the
plug-in hybrid model. With this production volume, the BMW i8 has already
outstripped many a legendary BMW sports by far. Among the milestones in
the history of sports cars, its sales figures are well ahead of classics such as
the BMW M1, of which only 399 units were produced for road use, and also
ahead of the BMW Z8 roadster, which was built around 5,000 times.
In addition, the BMW i8 has held a global market share of more than
50 per cent in the segment of sports cars with electrified drive for years.
The BMW i8 will be able to maintain this leading position until the middle
of April 2020. Then the bestseller with plug-in hybrid drive will have finally
achieved the status that the readers of “Auto Bild Klassik” attested it only a
few months after its market launch. Already in 2014, they declared the BMW
i8 the “classic of the future”.
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BMW World
BMW Ends European Delivery Program
It just seems like yesterday when we did the 2014 Dolomites Tour and
had the backstage tour of the BMW European Delivery Program at the Welt
in Munich. It was very impressive for what BMW did to prepare and display
the vehicle at the Welt. The buyer then got to drive the car in Europe of up
to two weeks and then drop it off at one of several sites. Roughly six weeks
later it would show up on your driveway back home.
Alas, BMW has ended the program for North American buyers with the
last deliveries this September. North American buyers are flocking to the X
series manufactured solely in Spartanburg N.C. (which still has a limited
delivery program) and with sedan sales falling and the pressure to cut
costs, BMW decided end the program. There are rumours that a limited M
delivery program may continue with perhaps an organized M Tour once or
twice a year.

o	A warehouse – including an office and lunch area – of
262,620 square-feet.
o	A 14,780 square-foot training centre, which is bigger than
the training centre at the head office in Richmond Hill,
Ontario.
o	A regional sales office of approximately 4,000 square feet.
•

The total site area is 12.26 acres.

•	The facility will service over 100 BMW, MINI and Motorrad retailers nationwide.
•

Approximately 25 workers will be employed in the warehouse.

•

31,000 unique part numbers will be housed in the facility.

•	Over 450,000 individual parts will be distributed from the warehouse annually.
•	The new RDC is built for the future and has the capacity to expand
to meet future needs.
•	Minimizes energy consumption (LED lighting system, up-to-date
building insulation, high-efficiency HVAC) and is sustainable
according to all international standards.
•	Features six electric vehicle charging stations.

BMW Canada Opens Delta Distribution Center
BMW Canada opened the new Delta B.C. Regional Distribution Center
(RDC) on May 4th. This completes a string of infrastructure projects to position the company for the future providing Dealerships with improved service
to enhanced the customer experience.
BMW previously opened a new parts warehouse in Mississauga,
Ontario in the spring of 2018. These builds tie in to major restructuring
BMW AG has been coordinating to enhance the global supply chain network
and make it more efficient. Part of the enhancements involved creating two
new continental parts hubs, one in China and the other in the United States.
The new Delta facility will take advantage of the U.S. hub, which stores and
ships North American-made parts across the continent, providing faster
parts deliveries to retailers across Canada.
RDC Delta Fast Facts:
•	At 281,400 square feet, the new Delta RDC is twice the size of the
facility it replaces.
•	The distribution centre is comprised of the following:
*Joy of Driving 11
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BMW advances a Hydrogen Fuel-Cell-Powered
Electric Vehicle Concept
Under the Next Hundred Years strategy, BMW is employing a multi-faceted approach to the future of motive power. While internal combustion will
likely stick around for at least another 30 years, BMW is building platforms
for purely electric, hybrid, hydrogen fuel cells, gasoline and diesel-powered
models.

and trucks. In the first seven months of 2019, installed capacity of hydrogen
fuel cells has increased six-fold and China plans to have 10% of its energy
to come from hydrogen by 2040. The downside is that today most of it is
produced from coal gasification or oil refineries rather the more expensive
electrolysis of water technique.

At the 2019 Frankfurt Auto Show, BMW unveiled i Hydrogen Next. The
unique concept was that the fully electric X5 used a Hydrogen Fuel Cell to
generate power.
The i Hydrogen Next is a fuel cell electric vehicle (FCEV) that uses a
hydrogen fuel cell and oxygen to produce electricity which then juices the
electric motor. The battery is much smaller than a regular EV’s and is generally used to store energy from regenerative braking with power generally
used for power boast during acceleration or extending range. It is unclear
whether BMW’s version will have auxiliary battery charging.
Thus, the current bugaboos with purely electric cars, that range from
the long re-charge times, to limited range to the 1000-2000 lb weights of the
battery pack, are effectively minimized. The fuel cell can be refilled in about
4 minutes, range can be far greater than with a pure EV and the drivetrain is
generally lighter. The environmental bonus is zero emissions.

Fuel Cell

BMW and Toyota have collaborated on the technology and there are
plans to have a 100-car program roll out rolled out by 2022. Currently, the
test mule appears to be a 2021 version of the G05 X5 mainly because the
X5 shell and chassis make it easy to install the required components. Early
forecasts suggest combined fuel cell and battery power up to 374 HP and
a range of perhaps 370 miles. BMW is also part of the BRYSON project in
Germany to develop better hydrogen storage and facilities. Toyota and BMW
also helped found the Hydrogen Council in 2017, a consortium that now
includes 80 other members.
BMW says an FCEV model won’t arrive until at least the second half
of this decade and you may wish to find a supply of hydrogen before you
place an order. However, note that China is a big market for BMW. China is
aggressively driving hydrogen and fuel cell development, and is on track to
outpace development in the EU and U.S. with a focus on hydrogen busses

Total Drivetrain

BMW Group Classic Newsletter
BMW Group Classic puts out a FREE weekly emailed Newsletter with
many historical and current articles of interest. Sign up at:
https://www.bmwgroup-classic.com/en/events.html

Test Mule

*Joy of Driving 12

Freude am Fahren

Member’s Cars
and Garages
Current Mileage Champ
Last month’s 2000 E39 with 308,000 KM on the clock has been
dethroned by John Chipperfield’s 2003 X5 with a mere 417,599 KM.
Bought as a demo from Calgary BMW, it has been well maintained in
recent years at Sheni’s Autotrend. John and Lyla have been the hosts for
our recent August BBQs.

PROUD SPONSOR OF SOUTHERN ALBERTA BMW CLUB
>

paint protection ﬁlm | professional detailing | window tinting <

TEL: 403.301.0222 | EMAIL: REFINE@REFINESALON.COM
WWW.REFINEYOURRIDE.COM
BAY 1, 5524 – 1A STREET SW CALGARY ALBERTA

1048 RFN BMWClubAd-3.indd 1

In house dyno – axle mounted – no tire wear – baseline run $180
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German Translation Challenge
“Zwei Schone Hintern” has been submitted by our Oregon member,
Ralph Harding. Put that into your Funk and Wagnalls for translation! Ralph
helped set up part of the 2016 Monterey Tour and he and wife Teri, have
been on our European Tours. Ralph is currently working on a Canyonlands
Tour that we hope we can go on in 2021. Note the 850 – we hope to have
updates on last year’s 850 Hanger Find article in upcoming issues

Don’t hold back – show us your ride or garage!

Classified
Interested parties can refer to www.bmwcsa.ca for additional
photos in many cases.

The Club Discount Works!

1991 BMW 325is Autocross + Street Car — $9500

Victor Yuen recently picked up a Hockenheim silver M2 Competition
and Rainer Kahl got an Imola red M4. The BMW Club Loyalty Discount of
2% off MRSPP (after any other deal) certainly helped! (see www.bmwcsa.
ca/membership-overview/benefits for all details) Test drive reports will be
coming soon. Note the floating rotor disk brakes.

I bought this car for my son and I to work on with the goal of autocrossing it.
However, we’ve done the major things we set out to and I did not get the time
to travel to autocross events as I planned, so it’s time to pass it on to someone
else to continue its journey.
I bought the car from a gentleman in Edmonton who spent 8 years with his
brother and father developing the car from a stock 325is to the autocross
masterpiece it is today. They did the majority of the work on the car and my
son and I continued with several upgrades over the last couple of years. This
car has had hundreds of hours of labour invested in it with an extensive parts
list that includes Ireland Engineering suspension upgrades with coil-overs,
Corbeau race seats, Rota wheels with Toyo R888 tires, Wilwood brakes, high
performance Mishimoto rad, carbon fibre hood, and many other items. I have
a 3-page build sheet that details all of the modifications to the car that I will
provide to those who are interested.
I would like the car to go to an enthusiast who will autocross or track it to
make the most of all the performance upgrades that have been done over the
years. While it is registered and street legal, it is optimized for racing and is
not the most comfortable cruiser. In addition, it is very loud and conspicuous
so it has a tendency to attract the attention of law enforcement if driven to spiritedly
Text Jason at 403-689-7174 if you’re interested.

😊
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Redesigned 4 Series
The concept of sporty driving
pleasure is being redefined in the
premium midsize segment and will
soon be available in the new BMW 4
Series Coupe.
The final phase of dynamic
testing included the winter testing
centre in Arjeplog, Sweden, the
BMW Miramas, France test centre,
the Nürburgring’s Nordschleife circuit, various other race tracks and
on the roads around Munich.
The 4 Series Coupe development team took a model-specific
approach to incorporating the chassis technology and connecting the
suspension to the body. The proportions, aerodynamic properties and
weight distribution of the two-door
provide the ideal basis for a chassis set-up focussed on exhilarating
dynamic performance.
The sedan’s drag coefficient is undercut by 0.015 versus the 3 Series.
It is 57 millimeters lower than its four-door counterpart and its centre of
gravity is 21millimetres closer to the road as a result.
The double-joint spring strut front axle / five-link rear axle configuration means the dialing up of dynamic performance doesn’t come at the
expense of excellent comfort on everyday drives and long journeys. Liftrelated dampers – which made their debut in the 3 Series Sedan and offer
continuously variable, progressive damping control as a function of spring
travel – have been tuned for an even sportier drive. Custom-made towerto-front end struts and an additional shear panel on the bulkhead optimize
steering precision and response, while bracing elements have been added
around the rear axle to increase stiffness for improved straight-line stability
and lateral acceleration. This has been combined with the increased negative camber at the front wheels and the 23-millimetre wider rear track to
sharpen the car’s agility and lateral acceleration by a sizable margin.
The new M440ix Drive Coupe will be powered by a straight-six engine
delivering maximum output of 275kW/374hp. It will also feature 48V
mild-hybrid technology, with a 48V starter-generator and a second battery
employed to both ease the load on the engine and act in unison with it.

by an electric motor limits speed equalization between the inside and outside rear wheel when cornering, thereby enhancing traction and handling
stability while enabling the driver to power out of bends with considerable
dynamic verve.
The custom-tuned chassis elastokinematics, exceptionally powerful
MSport brakes and 18-inch M light-alloy wheels with staggered size tires are
contributory factors in the precisely controllable dynamics of the new BMW
M440ix Drive Coupe.
The final round of testing on the car’s home ground will allow the engineers to focus on ensuring that the dynamic performance attributes of the
4 Series Coupe crafted on race circuits can also be experienced in normal
driving conditions on public roads. Whether darting along winding country
routes around Munich or constantly switching between motorway and urban
traffic, the new BMW M440ix Drive Coupe epitomises how the unequivocally
sporty design of the body and chassis, the bespoke set-up of the steering,
brakes and all-wheel-drive system, the pinpoint feedback from the dampers
and the precise interventions of the chassis control systems together serve
up driving pleasure that thrills and delights – day in, day out.

Besides improved efficiency, the principal benefit is punchier power
when the driver hits the accelerator. The additional 8kW/11hp generated by
the electric boost underpins lightning-fast off-the-line getaways and in-gear
sprints.
The power generated is channeled to the road via an eight-speed
Steptronic Sport transmission and the car’s intelligent all-wheel-drive system. The MSport differential makes sure that drive power is deployed to
optimum effect in demanding driving situations. The locking effect generated
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THE FIRST-EVER BMW 2
SERIES GRAN COUPÉ.
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The NEW BMW 2 series Gran Coupé is the embodiment of a new generation of compact BMW
coupés. With its dynamically stretched silhouette and high-quality details such as frameless
doors, this model fits seamlessly into the premium appearance of higher-class BMW Coupés.
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7699 - 110 Ave NW
Calgary, AB
403.275.6492
info@bmwgallery.ca
bmwgallery.ca
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INTELLIGENT
PERSONAL ASSISTANT
Provides you with advice and
assistance on the road.

BOOK A TEST DRIVE TODAY!

Rd

Test drive today.

INTERIOR

Stylish ambience and a
sophisticated, driver-oriented
cockpit.
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EXTERIOR

Sporty, progressive design,
frameless doors and an elegant
coupés silhouette.

*Joy of Driving 16

Calgary BMW

34 Heritage Meadows Rd SE
Calgary, AB
403.253.0338
info@calgarybmw.ca
calgarybmw.ca

