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Kalender

BMW Club of Southern Alberta
The BMW Club of Southern Alberta is a member club of the BMW Club of
Canada. The BMW Club of Canada is a founding national member of the
International Council of BMW Clubs.

Fellow Club Members and Sponsors:
For very obvious reasons, we are cancelling all of our group activities
for the time being. This includes our Cars, Coffee & Chats; Social and
General Meetings; and the Tire Rack Street Survival School.

Mailing Address: PO Box 75012 Cambrian, Calgary, Alberta T2K 6J8
General e-mail: email@bmwcsa.ca
Website: www.bmwcsa.ca
Facebook: BMW Club of Southern Alberta (@bmwcsa96)
Instagram: @bmwcsa96
Twitter: @bmwcsa96
YouTube: BMW Club of Southern Alberta

Stay tuned for updates.

Freude am Fahren [Joy of Driving] Newsletter
• The BMW Club of Southern Alberta (BMWCSA) publishes Freude am Fahren in

print 4 times per year and emails Joy of Driving 6 times per year.
• Ideas and opinions are those of the authors, without authentication by or liability
to the BMWCSA, its Editors, Directors or Officers. BMWCSA reserves the right to
modify or edit any material or submissions.
• Material in this newsletter may describe vehicle modifications or procedures that
may void your warranty, cause your car to fail emissions tests, or make your
insurance company or agent unhappy. BMWCSA, its Editors, Directors and Officers
are not responsible for any consequences that may ensue from such modifications.
• Please send Articles, Mail, Classifieds and advertising to Chris Tworek, Editor, at
Tworek@bmwcsa.ca
• Please submit photos at 300 dpi in tiff or jpg format, and text submissions in MS
Word or alternative format by arrangement with editor
• Print Deadline: 15th of the month preceding or by arrangement with Editor
• Advertisement Deadline: last Wednesday of the Month preceding
• Classified Ads are free to members; $50/month to non-members
• Please send Address Changes to Glen Cook at membership@bmwcsa.ca

Directors and Officers

In the meantime, our Club wishes to do our share and help everyone
stay balanced and positive. As spring turns to summer, we will find
safe and creative ways to stay active and connected with each other.
Hopefully, some of the ideas in this newsletter will spur your
creativity, too. Please feel free to share your thoughts, ideas,
articles, photos and suggestions with us. Together again, face to
face, we will be able to look back at this part of history and swap
stories.
We are open to all your suggestions, ideas, articles and photos!
Contact tworek@bmwcsa.ca or phone Chris @ 403-238-8049

Cover: The cover uses a still photo to re-create the video message
that both BMW Canada and BMW USA posted on their Facebook
sites. Their accompanying message is worth repeating:
“We’ve made a living by engineering machines that can handle every
curve thrown their way. But the curve ahead is like none we’ve ever
seen before. Let’s redefine “keeping a safe distance” and all agree to
stay safe and do what we can to flatten the curve together. If you
require any assistance during this time, please don’t hesitate to get
in touch with us: https://www.bmw.ca/contactBMW

Please limit phone calls to between the hours of 9:00 AM and 9:00 PM
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On the cover: THE ONLY CURVE THAT MATTERS…
Please see ‘Cover’ in the Kalender space.
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Membership in BMWCSA
Membership is a family affair with many of our events devised with family
participation in mind. The family membership of $60 for one year, $105 for
two years and $150 for three years covers all household family members. You
do not have to own a BMW to be a Club member!
To join the club, download the membership form from the link below
and fill in your details: http://bmwcsa.ca/resources/MembershipApplication.pdf
For more info, or to submit your membership application, please
email Glen Cook or Victor Yuen at: membership@bmwcsa.ca
Membership privileges include newsletters and participation in many
social and motoring activities, plus a 15% discount on parts & lifestyle
accessories at BMW Dealerships. After one year of membership, you will also
enjoy a 2% Rebate off MRSP on either a new car or motorcycle from BMW
Canada. This discount is based on MRSP and not on your negotiated price.
Also many of our advertising sponsors, whose ads appear in our
newsletters, offer discounts to members for parts and services. Please
remember to show your BMWCSA card and identify yourself as a club
member when purchasing parts, accessories and service.
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President’s Corner ̶ Greg Walsh
As you see in the Kalender, we are cancelling all of our group activities for
the time being. This includes our Cars, Coffee & Chats; Social and General
Meetings; and the Tire Rack Street Survival School.

Ideas such as I have just presented are but one way that our BMW Club
community can share experiences and help one another to pass the
hours. Use your imaginations and please share your thoughts.

In the meantime, our Club wishes to do our share and help everyone stay
balanced and positive. As spring turns to summer, we will find safe and
creative ways to stay active and connected with each other. Hopefully,
some of the ideas in this newsletter will spur your creativity, too. Please feel
free to share your thoughts, ideas, articles, photos and suggestions with us.
Together again, we will be able to look back at this part of history and swap
stories, face to face.

I entreat you all to be cognizant of each other and your neighbours.
Lend a hand where you can, be a good human, be safe, be positive.

Social distancing has taken its obvious causalities from our Club’s
events Kalender but please rest assured that planning continues for
future activities. We all have our thinking hats on, plying ideas for
things we can now enjoy, alone or in limited company. We are also
taking the hiatus to look forward to future group events.

Our Club succeeds because its members step forward.
Thank you all!
I wish you Joy of your BMW!
Greg Walsh, President

With our Northern Germany car tour postponed to another year and
the proposed Spanish trip on hold, our tour organizers are keeping busy
brushing off ideas for a couple of North American tours. For the future,
of course.
Our Editor, Chris, and his crew have come up with a multitude of ideas,
presented in this newsletter and to be continued in future editions.
Please peruse their lists for an idea that tickles your fancy.
I personally have been watching antique car auctions and the classicera car offerings of Hyman Ltd., dreaming of what I might do with a
lottery success. Hyman has an interesting web site that highlights their
cars and usually has an interesting tale of the cars’ histories:
www.hymanltd.com.
Last week they also presented an interesting reading list to while away
the hours. I’ll share it with you:
The Unfair Advantage, by Mark Donahue – One of America’s
greatest drivers takes a candid look at his career
The Classic Era, by Beverly Rae Kimes - The go-to reference book
for those who love Classic Era cars

Ready for action? Pg 8: Couch Potato Racing & Other Trivial Pursuits

Memoirs of a Bugatti Hunter, by Antoine Raffaelli – A story of life,
love, and resurrection in this fascinating autobiography
Alfa Romeo, by Peter Hull & Roy Slater – Arguably the best book on
this subject ever written – a little love for our Italian friends
Go Like Hell – Ford, Ferrari and their Battle for Speed and Glory
at Le Mans, by A.J. Baime
And while Ford/Ferrari is on your mind, may I suggest you look into the
Apple i-Tunes offering of the Ford vs Ferrari movie? It contains a halfhour extra on how their version of the Le Mans Race was put together
from clips shot at five different tracks around the world. The effort and
techniques implemented are amazing.
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1997 M3 Sedan Rebuild
This is the third in my series of BMWs that I have rescued from almost
certain auto wrecker status.

Over the 2010 Easter holiday, my wife and I were going to drive my
CTSV to Houston to visit our two daughters who were living there.
Being the car guy that I am, I randomly looked at Houston Craigslist to
see what cars were available. To my surprise, I saw a 1997 M3 sedan
auto US$2800!! Great price, but remember it was 2010. I immediately
phoned and found out it was a car lot. I talked to someone and he said
the engine had overheated and needed fixing. As well, he said I could
have it for US$1800. I told him I would have a daughter look at it and
get back to him. I ended up giving the guy my Visa to pay for the car.
We switched plans, rented a tow dolly and took my truck rather than
the CTSV to Houston.
I got a look at the car, and found that underneath it was completely
rust free and even clean. (When it rains in Houston, you drive through
water which cleans all the dust off and then the heat dries everything
nicely.)
We drove the car onto the tow dolly. I had to disconnect the
driveshaft and away we went. Ever try to back up with a loaded tow
dolly?? Not fun, as I found out on our drive home. A motel we stayed
at had a dead-end road. Luckily, I spotted it early and only had to back
up maybe 40 ft. Ugly! As it was Easter weekend, we ran into snow
around Casper, Wyoming, driving at night. I put the truck into 4x4 and
hoped for the best. Not much braking with a tow dolly. (Tip: rent a
trailer to tow vehicles long distances.)
We got to the Coutts border crossing and the US customs were fine.
Then we approached the Canadian customs. They had me pull in. Then
the trouble started. They wanted me to drive the truck and car into a
shed. I told them I could drive it to the shed, but it wasn’t going to back
up. They locked us in a room. My wife and I were wondering, “What
happened?”
After about three hours, the customs people came and said we
were good to go. I asked what happened. They told me that they type
in VIN numbers and do a Google search. Our VIN showed the car listed
for sale six months earlier for US$7600. They thought I was trying to
pull a fast one to save GST by claiming $1800. They had called the
dealership and talked to the owner, who assured them that $1800 was
correct because the engine was screwed.
continued on page 6
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Continued from page 5

▲ALS Mold

▲ Installing the engine

At home, I replaced the water pump, got the car running and ran it
through the RIV (registrar of imported vehicles). Then I got it home and
started work. I pulled the engine and transmission. I took the auto
transmission to a guy I had used a number of times. His comment was
that it was in good shape and he could even see the coke-can labels
inside the trans. Apparently, he was not a fan of BMW auto trans! (It is
still fine after 20,000 miles today.)
I pulled the engine completely apart. I took pictures of everything
and used paint markers to code each electrical connection. (These two
tips have saved me many times!) I discovered the head was cracked,
which was not a surprise. I got on Kijiji looking for a replacement head.
M3 and 328 heads are the same, but the valve springs are different. I
ended up buying a head from Rory who was a BMW club member. We
are friends to this day.
I put in new rings and bearings and put everything together. I fired
it up and had a tapping noise coming from the valve train. There is
nothing worse than putting an engine together and getting a
mysterious noise. I replaced lifters, checked main and rod bearings and
all were fine, but the noise was still there. Then I happened to look at
the secondary chain tensioner, the only thing on the engine I had not
replaced. It was worn out! Less than $50 plus ½ hour to replace it—
noise gone! I should mention that a tapping noise is a very common
E36 6-cylinder issue. People use heavier oil, thinner oil louder, stereo,
etc., but I found the issue.

My son drove this car for two years even through winter! Now it
has become a summer-only car and, because I have so many cars, it is
rarely driven. We have 20,000 miles on it since the rebuild.
Next, a 99 M3 convertible. Stay tuned.
Story and photos by Club Member Bruce Borstmayer
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A Fall Jaunt to Nelson BC
A few of us planned a BC Tour for the fall of 2019. Unfortunately, there
was not enough interest for the full Tour. Unfazed, seven intrepid
explorers in five cars decided on an extended weekend trip to Nelson
BC from September 12th to 16th. The plan was to go touring on a few
interesting roads, take in some tourist attractions, and do some serious
relaxing in scenic Nelson on Kootenay Lake.

Our driving tour loop took us up Highway 6 to the quaint town of New
Denver for brunch.

After that, we headed on Highway 31A to Kaslo with a visit to the SS
Moyie Sternwheeler historic site. (Calgary’s Heritage Park has a halfsize replica, built in 1965).

The members of our group started from Calgary and High River and
at different times. The High River group drove toward Longview AB,
then headed south on Highway 22. Their first stop was to take in the
vista overlooking the expanse of green in the rolling hills--in the sun,
this was simply beautiful. The next leg was Highway 3 west; onward to
Coleman in a spirited fashion! We took a safety stop here to ensure
correct tire pressures, which created an opportunity for a coffee break
and a sweet snack to keep up our strength for progressing down the
highway. As with any good road trip with several cars and multiple
desires for goodies and pit stops, the caravan stopped in Fernie,
Cranbrook and Creston. From Creston, it was a short jaunt to the last
turn on Highway 6 and into Nelson. Before we knew it, we were at the
Prestige Inn on the shore of Kootenay Lake.
Beside the Prestige Inn is a lovely lakeshore path which leads to
downtown and from there to the rest of the town’s pathway system.
Nelson is a beautiful city that spreads up the scenic mountain side from
its location on the west arm of Kootenay Lake. It offered us many
opportunities. Snacking, shopping and meandering were the first day’s
highlights. That evening, the rest of the group arrived from Calgary and
we spent the evening at an outdoor patio restaurant—somewhat cool,
but fun!
We created a two-day self-guided walking, shopping and food tour.
Shopping in the bustling downtown district was full of distinct choices,
and historical buildings are a well-known feature of Nelson. A fun hunt
was searching for buildings that may have been featured in the 1987
film “Roxanne.” (Steve Martin is a modern-day Cyrano De Bergerac who
fears rejection by the beautiful Roxanne, Daryl Hannah.) The firehall in
the film was our favourite find.
On Saturday, we decided to get in the cars and do a Circle Drive
mapped out for a previous trip by the usual suspects in the BMW Club.

The last leg took us south on Highway 31 to relax at Ainsworth Hot
Springs--we had time for a couple of passes through the caves.
A polar dip in the cold plunge pool made us more than ready for the
trip back to Nelson and a good meal with the odd libation.
Sunday was a misty morning but still a delight as we all knew
winter was coming soon. We had breakfast in a unique restaurant,
an interesting and fun concept: it is also a bakery, a used-book store,
and a CD library, with much to nose through.
Afterwards, we stretched our legs by walking to the
firehall where Roxanne was filmed and then for
another few hilly blocks until we reached the
highest viewpoint in Nelson. The view of the lake in
the misty morning was postcard perfect. The rest
of the day was a lazy Sunday afternoon of
meandering, stopping at various places to nibble on
‘small plates’ and maximize tasting all that Nelson
restaurants had to offer.
Monday came with its call to return home. We all took an
alternate route on Highway 3A to the Balfour ferry, which took us
across the lake to Highway 3A south, and we drove down the scenic
east side of Kootenay Lake to Highway 3. Then Highway 22 took us
home.
Our last day was dull and gray with hints of fall, and not at all like
the gorgeous sunny day on our trip out. However, having the sun and
much expectation at the start, then making memories of new
experiences and places during the Tour, and a leisurely drive to cap the
end—that’s a pretty good definition of a great road trip!
Article & Photos by Heather Mercier and Karen Sproul
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Coach Potato Racing
and Other Trivial Pursuits
OK – social distancing is the new normal!
Staycations abound and may continue. What can you do to avoid your
life partner starting to hum “He had it coming” from the Chicago
musical? Here are a few ideas!
Staying in Touch
You may be on a staycation but it’s not like you have won a stint in
Alcatraz Isolation. Health is both physical and mental. Phone, Skype,
FaceTime or text a buddy. Sometimes a sick joke beats an aspirin. Stay
in touch and plan for the future. This too shall pass.
Lazy-Boy Maintenance
Doing the leather conditioning and oiling the guides on your Lazy-Boy
recliner or favorite computer chair takes you out of the ranks of the
average coach potato. It could be seen as the ‘cap and trade’ to the
pizza and chips that may be subsequently consumed.
Car Drive with or without a Hike
Pack a picnic lunch and whip out on some of
our more scenic roads. Traffic is down and the
gas price is certainly conducive. Getting out
(while maintaining that social distance) is a
great lift for the spirits. It is also a great time
to make a list of all those spring maintenance
items your ride may need.
The Great Garage or Workshop Clean-Up /Reorganization
You always wanted to do it, but successful procrastination and other
events always got in the way. Now is your moment to teach those tools
and nuts and bolts where they belong.
Car Detailing
Almost spring, so if you have a garage queen, perhaps it is time to take
off the car cover and start cleaning. Even the family beater could use
some TLC. There a million sites to give you tips you never thought of –
pulling the wheels to clean wheels, brakes, suspension and wheel wells
for that show car look as an example. If nothing else, cleaning the
carpets from all the winter yuck is always necessary.
Newsletter Photos and Articles
This is really your big chance to sort your photo collection or jot that
poignant tale of a car and its owner for the Newsletter. Think of the
fame and no fortune! All is welcome finished or not. Send to
tworek@bmwcsa.ca or call him at 403-238-8049.
BMW Munich – Welt and Museum (hit English button)
https://www.bmw-welt.com/en/locations/museum.html
Louwmann Museum in The Hague, NL
275 cars collected and displayed there. You can look at each one online
and get info about it. https://www.louwmanmuseum.nl/en/cars/
Porsche Leipzig Test Track
Drive around the test tracks at the Porsche plant in Leipzig. Several
videos from behind the wheel. The whole Porche plant website could
take weeks to look at….
https://www.porsche-leipzig.com/en/tracks/one-lap-in-leipzig/
The Grand Prix Lives! Stream it at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBWTFr3bNXQ&feature=youtu.be

Models and RC (Radio-Controlled) Cars

It’s time to build that model car kit that’s been gathering dust. Also, if
you are an RC Car buff and have not played with it, now is the time! Be
aware that certain life partners may suggest that driving a RC car on
the carpet is not the same as vacuuming. Do not allow this to distract
you from your hot lap.
Ferrari-Shell Commercial
Ferrari pulled several of their race cars from various ages out of
storage, flew them around the world and filmed them running through
the streets of Rome, Rio, New York, Hong Kong, Honolulu and Monaco.
Supposedly, these are the original cars on the original streets with
no computer graphics. The best part is the sound from the bassoprofundo notes of the early, front-engine era: each scene cuts to a later
generation, ending with the wail of a modern F1 car.
This video will stir the soul. There's just something about 3 litres
and 14,000 RPM! https://www.youtube.com/embed/1_kwxzU4wL4
continued on page 9
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Continued from page 8
Movies (Cable or Netflix): A Partial List
Send us your favorites for next Newsletter (tworek@bmwcsa.ca)
• Ford and Ferrari
• Underground 6 (Netflix-unbelievable, long opening chase scene)
• Formula 1: Drive to Survive (Netflix series, 2 seasons)
• The Art of Racing in the Rain
• Baby Driver
• Gone in Sixty Seconds (two versions)
• Bullet (Steve McQueen)
• French Connection (Gene Hackman)
• The Italian Job (two versions)
• Fast and Furious franchise (the first 2-3 were the best)
• Senna
• Rush (2013 Niki Lauda and James Hunt)
• World’s Fastest Indian (2005 – Anthony Hopkins: great story of
perseverance and help from strangers)
• Greased Lighting (1977 – true story of Wendell Scott (played by
Richard Pryor) who was a bootlegger and taxi driver and who
won a NASCAR National Race)
• American Graffiti
• Le Mans (1970 - Steve McQueen)
• Winning (1969 – Paul Newman and Joanne Woodward – the
movie that started Newman’s racing career)
• Speedway (1968 – Elvis and Nancy Sinatra – ok, ok, I should
know better)
• Gran Prix (1966 - James Garner)
• Thunder Road (1958 – Robert Mitchem classic about running
moonshine)
• The Racers (1955 – Kirk Douglas in F1 story)
• Rendezvous (Ferrari running through Paris in early morning)
Ideas from various sources, including Marg Cook, Wallace Chow and
Roger Harmston

Refine recognized as Canadian Paint Protection Dealer of Year
We were pleased to find out that Refine Automotive Salon, one of our longest club sponsors,
won Canadian Paint Protection Dealer of the Year at the recent XPEL convention. Any of us who
have had work done by Refine or visited their shop, know that Richard Bilow and his crew are
masters at both automotive detailing and film application specializing in XPEL products.
Our May 2019 Joy of Driving (available on the website archives) carried a full article on films.
XPEL were early innovators in film protection and their films carry the reputation of being ultrathin to offer the best display of the surface while offering maximum protection. That is why so
many ultra-expensive cars will be almost completely wrapped in the film allowing enjoyment of
actually driving the beast!
Other products like XPEL PRIME XR PLUS window tint blocks up to 98% of infrared heat, keeping
your vehicle cool during those warmer days as well as blocking 99.9% of UVA and UVB cancercausing rays. XPEL also boasts an installer network in over 60 countries internationally.
Coincidently, XPEL extended their partnership With BMW CCA in the USA. XPEL has been a club
sponsor since 2013. The agreement provides XPEL exclusive status, a large presence at national
club events, and significant exposure via the club’s communication channels.
“BMW owners have been protecting their paint with XPEL for over two decades now and remain
one of our most loyal customer bases in North America,” said Michael Dobbins, XPEL’s marketing
manager. “Renewing our partnership with the BMW CCA is an exciting step for us in 2020. With
the addition of FUSION PLUS ceramic coating into our product line, we can offer the complete
package and cover nearly every BMW with a paint protection product.”
1

To learn more about XPEL window tint and paint-protection films, visit www.XPEL.com.
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A Message from Tunerworks
You Wouldn’t Let Plaque
Build Up Like This on Your Teeth!
Don’t Let It Happen to Your BMW’s Engine

Direct Injection injectors do not do this—sprayed fuel
bypasses the intake valves altogether and leaves them
exposed to carbon build-up over time. Intake valves
quickly begin to choke your engine and prevent it from
getting adequate air.

Traditional fuel additives and chemical cleaners sprayed
into the intake tract are no match for this plaque-like
buildup. The only reliable solution is old-school elbow
grease and carefully picking and scraping away the
carbon off the intake valves, just like at your last dental
visit!
Beginning in 2007 with the BMW “N54” twin turbo 6cylinder engine, BMW adopted Direct Injection fuel
injection. The N54 engine won many awards and soon
became a template for many BMW engines to come.
Direct Injection also become standard in most BMW
engines, mostly because of the benefits related to fuel
efficiency and power.

We are seeing more and more vehicles ranging in mileage
from 80k to 200k with carbon-buildup related symptoms
such as: lack of performance, misfires throughout the rev
range, low boost engine codes and more. We
recommend inspection for carbon buildup to be
performed at the same time as your spark plug
replacement service, every 50,000 km.

However, it has one major drawback, carbon build-up.

Carbon cleaning service includes:

Just as your teeth need regular cleaning at the Dentist’s
office to remove plaque, BMW’s direct injection engines
need regular inspection and cleaning of the intake valves.
The picture above has not been altered in any way and
shows what can happen when this inspection and cleaning
is neglected.
To understand how Direct Injection allows carbon to build
up on intake valves, see the picture at the right. The
injector (located to the right of the spark plug) sprays fuel
directly into the cylinder. In older style “Port Injection,”
the injector sprays fuel before the intake valve, essentially
washing the intake valve and keeping it clean.

•
•
•

Removing intake manifold
Scraping all carbon build up off intake valves
Chemical cleaning of valve units after thick carbon
build up is removed
• Reinstalling intake manifold using new OEM
supplied gaskets
If you have any questions about servicing your Ultimate
Driving Machine, please text, call, or email our team of
experts at:
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BMW World
BMW Logo Redesigned
BMW's round logo is receiving its first redesign in more than two decades.
The refreshed logo ditches the black ring for a transparent circle. The rest of
it, including the typeface, has a flatter and more modern look. The blue and
white emblem inside the ring remains.
The new logo, which will be used in BMW's communications efforts,
including its social media platforms and website, is meant to "radiate more
openness and clarity" symbolizing BMW's "significance and relevance for
mobility and driving pleasure in the future."

M2 Competition meets FUTURA 2000
Three exclusive and unique versions of the BMW M2 Competition will
be created with the eminent international contemporary artist
FUTURA 2000 who is known for his mastery of colour, concentric
forms, and kinetic composition.

The artist known as Futura 2000

BMW's new logo made its debut on the Concept i4 vehicle.

A spokesperson said there are "no plans" for the new logo to appear on
production vehicles, although BMW emblazoned it on the hood of its
Concept i4 vehicle, an electric car aimed at Tesla.
BMW's current logo made its debut in 1997. The company has had six
logos in its 103-year-old history, all of them largely similar.
Fans have long speculated that the inside of the logo represents a
propeller, but BMW explains that the white and blue pattern represents its
German home state of Bavaria. The "propeller myth," as the company
described it on its website, originated from the company's old ads that
promoted its airplane engines.

One of the hand-painted BMW M2’s by Futura made its world premiere at
the second Frieze Los Angeles Art Fair – held at the Hollywood Paramount
Pictures Studios February 13 to 16. A further collaboration is a limitededition series of the BMW M2 Competition scheduled for public purchase
in June 2020.

Source: BMW Press Feeds
i3 Urban Suite
BMW is trying to rethink the rideshare experience by adding a bit more
class (and removing a few seats). The BMW i3 Urban Suite is a modified
BMW i3 made for a more luxurious rideshare experience, one that includes
perks like a hanger for coats, heated cupholders, and an actual desk lamp.
There are also some pleasant privacy-centric features like simulated
acoustic ceiling and a display that supports smartphone mirroring when you
need a second screen. Think of it as the next evolution of the limo,
if a limo only fit one passenger.

FUTURA 2000, born Leonard Hilton McGurr, established himself as a
pioneer when graffiti met the formal gallery ecosystem in the 1980s. He
quickly became known for his radical approach on the street, introducing
abstraction to an entirely letter based discipline, and found himself part of
a wider art movement that included the likes of Jean-Michel Basquiat,
Keith Haring, and Dondi White. Aside from his decades-long career as a
contemporary artist, he has achieved great success as a commercial artist,
collaborating with several well-known brands.
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Bosch Reimagines the Sun Visor
Bosch has just unveiled an interesting concept of a transparent virtual
sun visor.

Being mostly translucent, it gives the driver a wider field of visibility.
It also has the capability of being either a standalone Head Up Display
(HUD) or an augmentation of a regular HUD. It could be used to flash
immediate warnings, directions and other vital information.

The idea is a pretty simple one. A dedicated camera monitors the
driver’s eyes and the sun visor knows exactly which part of itself to dim.
Moving your head or taking a turn that reorients your direction means
the system will adjust, dimming a different section of the visor to keep
the blinding sun off the driver’s face.
Source: Robert Bosch GmbH
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BMW SIM Motorsport:
The Season is Underway
Real-world motorsports events all over the world might be cancelled or
postponed, but that doesn’t mean that there’s no racing going on.
BMW Motorsport has setup an elaborate SIM Racing program which
started in 2019 and can be viewed on YouTube. More information is
available at: https://www.bmw-motorsport.com/en/topics/bmwmotorsport-sim-racing/at-a-glance.html

As well as this, they also compete at popular offline events all over the
world. The fan base for the different eSports disciplines is expanding at
great speed. This is particularly true of virtual motor racing.

BMW SIM 120 Cup kicked off in Daytona

BMW Motorsport heads into the sim racing season with a varied
programme and is prominently represented on a host of virtual racing
platforms. In the BMW SIM 120 Cup, teams and drivers from around
the world compete at the wheel of the BMW M8 GTE on the iRacing
motorsport simulation. The BMW SIM M2 CS Racing Cup will be hosted
on the rFactor2 platform. Participants will battle for prize money of
almost 75,000 Euros across all competitions. Like last year, a grand
BMW SIM Motorsport finale is planned: The best and most successful
professional and amateur drivers qualify for the BMW SIM Live event in
Munich.
“Our two SIM Cups with the BMW M8 GTE on iRacing and the BMW
M2 CS Racing on rFactor2 form the basis for our virtual racing
programme in 2020,” said BMW Group Motorsport Director Jens
Marquardt. “They allow us to address talented and enthusiastic drivers
on many different levels and provide them with a route into the
fascinating world of motorsport. We are also planning continual
expansion of our range of cars on the relevant platforms.”
Stefan Ponikva, Vice President BMW Brand Experience, added:
“With BMW SIM Motorsport we are going our own BMW way in sim
racing. We are closely linking the content and event side of our
commitment with our activities at BMW i and M Motorsport. At the
same time, we are addressing new target groups – in the sim
community and outside of it. In 2020, our fans will have the opportunity
at many actual racing events to qualify for our grand finale in Munich –
BMW SIM Live. In this way, we are addressing both passionate sim
racers and amateur gamers alike and will bring them together at BMW
SIM Motorsport. The whole segment is really gaining momentum and
BMW is actively shaping the scene.”
The eSports sector has been a growth market for years. eGamers
across the world go head to head online in sport and non-sport
simulations.

On 12th January, around 800 drivers competed in the initial BMW SIM
120 Cup event on the iRacing sim racing platform. At the virtual
‘Daytona International Speedway’, Maximilian Wenig and Maximilian
Benecke from Team Redline GT claimed victory in the BMW M8 GTE –
each securing prize money of 1,200 US dollars and a ticket for BMW
SIM Live 2020.
A further five BMW SIM 120 Cup events will be held over the course of
the season. The calendar next takes sim racers to Sebring, the
Nürburgring, Spa-Francorchamps, Road Atlanta and Interlagos. In each
two-hour race, two drivers will share driving duties at the wheel of the
BMW M8 GTE. Prize money is not restricted to the winners, as the
second and third-placed drivers can also each look forward to
receiving 600 and 300 US dollars respectively. BMW works drivers will
also appear regularly in the BMW SIM 120 Cup. Nick Catsburg and
Philipp Eng claimed 13th place as BMW Team CATENG at the first race
of the season in early January.
In addition to the BMW SIM 120 Cup events, iRacing also offers users
the new BMW 12.0 Series. The BMW M8 GTE is the car of choice for
these 12-minute sprint races, which take place on different tracks
every week. The championship debuted at the start of December 2019
and is very popular among the users. The BMW M8 GTE is also a firm
favourite at the big iRacing special events, where participants can
choose their own cars and compete in endurance races. At the virtual
24 Hours of Daytona, 374 teams were competing in BMWs,
completing more than 235,000 laps as the race progressed.

The Nürburgring as a virtual school – in the BMW SIM M2 CS Racing Cup.
continued on p 14
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For the races in the BMW SIM M2 CS Racing Cup, BMW Motorsport is
working with the rFactor2 platform. The new entry-level model in the BMW
M Customer Racing range will be used for the races. The BMW M2 CS
Racing made its virtual and actual debut in public at 2019 BMW SIM Live on
5th December 2019. The competition’s ten events are all about the
Nürburgring. Each event takes the sim racers closer to another aspect of the
iconic racetrack – whether it be different layouts or extreme weather
conditions. This also makes the BMW SIM M2 CS Racing Cup the ideal stage
for the three members of the new BMW Junior Team – Dan Harper, Max
Hesse and Neil Verhagen – who will compete in all the races on their
simulators. The race winners each receive 1,000 Euros in prize money and a
starting place at the season-ending event in Munich. The winner of the
BMW SIM M2 CS Racing Cup finale will also have the opportunity to drive
the actual BMW M2 CS Racing out on the track.

BMW SIM MOTORSPORT EVENTS AT A GLANCE*
*subject to change

BMW SIM 120 Cup (iRacing):
12th January 2020

Daytona (USA)

1st March 2020

Sebring (USA)

10th May 2020

Nürburgring (GER)

5th July 2020
20th September 2020
8th November 2020

Spa-Francorchamps (BEL)
Road Atlanta (USA)
Interlagos (BRA)

BMW SIM M2 CS Racing Cup (rFactor2, Nürburgring):
19th February 2020

Race 1

11th March 2020

Race 2

25th March 2020

Race 3

8th April 2020

Race 4

17th June 2020

Race 5

1st July 2020

Race 6

22nd July 2020

Race 7

19th August 2020

Race 8

16th September 2020

Race 9

Fans can also become BMW racing drivers at the circuit.
The BMW SIM Fan Cup also gives BMW Motorsport fans the chance
to qualify for BMW SIM Live 2020. At many actual racing events in the
IMSA series, the DTM and the ABB FIA Formula E Championship, as well
as the 24-hour race at the Nürburgring, they can strive to set fast lap
times over the course of the race weekend in a special sim area.
The fastest time of the weekend receives a starting place in the BMW
SIM Fan Cup Finale at the season-ending event. This will also feature
the final races in the BMW SIM 120 Cup and the BMW SIM M2 CS
Racing Cup.

14th October 2020

Race 10

BMW SIM Fan Cup:
24-26 January 2020 Daytona (USA), IMSA Series
15 February 2020 Mexico City , ABB FIA Formula E
18 April 2020 Paris (FRA), ABB FIA Formula E
3 May 2020 Seoul (KOR), ABB FIA Formula E
23-25 May 2020 Nürburgring (GER), 24-hour race
21 June 2020 Berlin (GER), ABB FIA Formula E
10-12 July 2020 Norisring (GER), DTM
25 /26 July 2020 London (GBR), ABB FIA Formula E
2-4 October 2020 Hockenheim (GER), DTM
8-10 October 2020 Road Atlanta (USA), IMSA Series

Source: BMW Motorsport
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